
1 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2.  Baptism & Wedding 7.   Mother Daughter Banquet 12.  Thoughts & Prayers 

3.  Holy Week 8.   Announcements  13.  Council Minutes 

4.  Holy Week  continued 9.   Thanks & Geranium Orders 14.  Volunteers 

5.  Easter 10. Birthdays & Youth Programs 15.  Calendar 

6.  Easter  continued 11. Financial Facts 16.  Sponsor Page 

S
t.

 P
e

te
r’

s 
P

o
st

 5
/

1
/

2
6

 
S

t
. 

P
e

t
e

r
’s

 L
u

t
h

e
r

a
n

 C
h

u
r

c
h

  
 

 
     8Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of praise be heard.  
  16Come and listen, all you who believe, and I will tell you what  
God has done for me.  20Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer,  
                    nor withheld unfailing love from me.    ~Psalm 66:8, 16, 20 
 

                  This past Sunday, we had a Learning Ministries meeting after worship (and 

cake).  We were happy to report that Manna Night and After School had picked up a couple 

more youth participants over the last few months.  However, even for those ministries, there 

was a consistent theme – It would be great if more children were there participating.  To be 

sure, we are thrilled with the upswing of children at Manna Night and for those who have 

been regulars in our Christian Education ministries for years.  The reality is, though, every 

program needs participants in order to thrive. 

Even though After School Program, Manna Night, Youth Groups, Sunday School, Kid 

Camp, and Vacation Bible School could all use more children participating, it is not primarily 

the health and future of those ministries that is my biggest concern.  The health and future 

of our youth and youth of our communities weighs even more heavily on my heart.  You see, 

each one of those ministries has the capability to be positively transformational for our 

young people. Our adult volunteers faithfully create spaces for and care for children in ways 

that let them know who God is and what God’s love truly is.  Seeds of faith are planted and 

replanted, and the roots and shoots of the tender growth are lovingly nurtured.  Absent of 

these experiences, we put our children at risk of struggling to develop the resiliency, self-

assurance, generosity, empathy, and graciousness that the stories and lived experiences in 

the community of faith afford them. 

The bottom line is children need several positive adult relationships in order to 

become healthy young adults.  Really, we all do, but as the hearts and minds of children are 

being shaped as they grow, this is especially important for them.  I truly believe this is one of 

the fundamental reasons that Jesus insisted his followers be a community that is like an 

extended family.  I also truly believe that there is no church community out there that could 

be a better place for children to be nurtured and make positive adult relationships that 

shape them into resilient, faithful, loving human beings than at St. Peter’s.  Consequently, 

and out of the same love that led Jesus to invite children to himself, the world deserves to 

know God’s Spirit is alive and at work here for them, or at least our neighbors should know. 

 

                                 From the Pastor 
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St. Peter’s friends and family welcomed 
Lucas Craig as our newest brother in Christ on 
Sunday, April 12th.  Congratulations to proud 
parents, Emily & Mark and grandparents,  
Bev & Neal on the baptism of Lucas.  
 

Unfortunately, evangelism scares people.  We think it’s scary, or somehow rude, to talk about God, 

our faith, or our church.  This is where praise steps in as a simple solution to our hesitancy to be verbal 

witnesses or invitational.  For years, I have been saying that we gladly tell other people about restaurants 

we enjoy, movies and books we like, and anything else we think someone else might benefit from or enjoy 

like us.  Why would telling people about our God, our faith, and our church be any different?  I doesn’t need 

to be, and recently I discovered that C.S. Lewis agrees with me. 

Of course, C.S. Lewis is not familiar with Yelp or Facebook posts but he did come to discover that 

praising God is part of the natural way of human life.  In Reflections on the Psalms, Lewis shares that he 

wasn’t always Christian and the part about praising God seemed to diminish God.  Over time, he came to 

realize that God’s demand of praise is not a matter of flattery, egotism by God, or God’s actual need at all, 

but rather that God is simply the most worthy object of praise by nature once we are aware of the awe-

someness of God.  Similarly, a glorious sunrise demands attention and recognition because anything less 

would reflect poorly on the viewer, not the sunrise.  

He adds that our joy of that moment isn’t complete unless we share about it, which is to sing the 

praises of that sunrise, or in this case, God.  Lewis writes: 

I had not noticed either that just as men spontaneously praise whatever they value, so they 

urge us to join them in praising it: ‘Isn’t she lovely?  Wasn’t it glorious?  Don’t you think that 

magnificent?’ The Psalmists in telling everyone to praise God are doing what all men do 

when they speak of what they care about.  My whole, more general, difficulty about the 

praise of God depended on my absurdly denying to us, as regards the supremely Valuable, 

what we delight to do, what indeed we can’t help doing, about everything else we value. 

Upon reflection, C.S. Lewis noticed that people praise things and people routinely in our lives and frequently 

invite others to join us in noting the praise-worthy attributes of the object of our praise so they can 

rightfully join us.  Praise is natural, authentic evangelism. 

The flavor of this is so delicious; you’ve got to try it!  Look at the colors in this quilt; isn’t it 

lovely?  I’ve got a great place; let me tell you about it!  I know a wonderfully caring God and church; come 

and see!  Oh, you think my girls are great?  Thank you!  They are that way because they’ve learned about 

the grace, love, and self-giving nature of God through Jesus and his people at St. Peter’s.  We have a place 

for you (and your family) here, too.  God is good!  

 

 

Pastor’s Page (Continued)  

Congratulations to the newlyweds,  
Kelly & Mike Mazur.  We pray for them 
and their new life as husband & wife. 
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Holy Week 

During Holy Week, we moved from the celebration of 
Palm Sunday to the Passion story.  Our congregation 
and community followed Jesus to the cross through  
the various activities of the week.  The Seder meal, 
Keeping the Word Alive vigil, and Community Crosswalk 
brought us together to experience a more focused 
reflection of our walk with Jesus. 
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Holy Week 

St. Peter’s Youth spent Good Friday evening 

together by attending the worship service, playing 

games together, watching a movie, and taking part 

in the annual Easter Vigil “Keeping the Word Alive.”  

Thank you to the youth for filling the Easter Eggs for 

the annual Easter Egg Hunt.   

Thank you to everyone who 
volunteered to read and  

“Keep the Word Alive” from 
the end of the Good Friday 

evening service until the 
start of the Easter morning 

sunrise service. 
 

 

Good Friday  Community  Cross Walk 
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Many thanks to the fellowship committee for hosting the annual Easter Breakfast! 

Thank you to everyone who took time to help prepare food and to everyone who attended to breakfast. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter 
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Easter   (continued) 

St. Peter’s Sunday School students 

enjoyed an Easter morning egg 

hunt thanks to all of the special 

donations by many of you!  
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Mother Daughter Banquet 

WELCA hosted our annual Mother Daughter banquet.  
All women and girls were invited to this special night!  

The potluck dinner was a tasty variety of foods.   
Chip Sargent gave a wonderful talk about his experience 

climbing Mt. Kilimanjaro in Tanzania and those in 
attendance asked a lot of good questions. 

We were also able to collect donation for our 
 2026 Outreach, Reagan’s Journey. 
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 ATTENTION Graduates –  If you are graduating 
in 2026 please submit a brief bio to the church  
office and plan to be honored Sunday, June 7th. 

Mowers – Anyone who is interested in mowing &  
trimming this season, and is not already on the volunteer 
list, please contact Pastor Johns. 

 
          Property Work Day  

          Saturday, May 16th is our    

          annual work day at St. Peter’s. 

Rain or shine there is always plenty of things to do both 

inside and outside of our church.  Join in the fellowship 

and help to check things off of the St. Peter’s “to do” list!  

                                  Join your church family and friends for     
                                  our monthly lunch outing 

                              Wednesday, May 13th at 12 pm.  
                               This month’s restaurant is The Log Cabin.   

Anyone is welcome to attend, please let Pastor Johns  
know how many will be joining from your party so he can 

pass the information along to RSVP.   
 

Food Drive – Thank you to everyone who donated      
Hamburger Helper meals in April.  In May, we will   
focus on collecting muffin or cookie mixes. 

Announcements 

Helen’s Helpers & Nancy’s Needlers meet 
once a month to work on sewing service 
projects.  They are currently working on 
school kit bags.  These sewers will be happy 
to have you join them.  No experience 
necessary.  There are tasks that can be done 
by all skill levels.  This month they will meet 
on Tuesday, May 12th at 10 am.  

Join us the 2nd Sunday of each 
month after worship to pack food 
for folks in our community in need 
of a little extra help each month.  

Join us on Saturday, May 16th 
for the fun & fellowship of 

game night at 6:30 pm. You can 
bring and share drinks, snacks, 

& friends to participate!  

Sunday School – The last day for Sunday School will be on 
Sunday, May 17th.  After worship we will recognize our 
Sunday School students and give thanks for our teachers 
and another great school year of Christian Education. 

500 Card Club – Friday, May 8th at noon.   
Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend.  
No experience needed!  If you would like  
to learn to play, you are welcome to join  
in the fun.  It’s a pot luck event so bring  
whatever you would like to share. 

Rummage Sale – Reduce - Reuse - Recycle at       
St. Peter’s with our Rummage Sale which is set  
for May 1st - 2nd beginning at 9 am.  Large 
furniture items and electronics are acceptable 
as long as those who bring them are willing to 
take them back if they don’t sell.  Thank you! 

                      Celebrate Confirmation on Sunday, May 24th. 
                                  Our confirmands this year are  
                                         Elsa Plank, Myka Plank,  
                                     Owen Price, and Luke Zoelle. 
 

St. Peter’s Softball Schedule Games— 
SRU MAC games start at 6:30 pm,                               

Middle Lancaster games start at 6:15 pm;                                           
all doubleheaders 

           May 8 @ ML           June 19* @ ML  

           May 13 @ MAC          June 25 @ ML 

           May 22 @ MAC           June 29 @ ML 

           June 3 @ ML           July 9 @ ML 

           June 8 @ML           July 13 @ MAC 

 

 
 

The June 19th game will be our 

FAN APPRECIATION NIGHT!   

We always have the best fans, so please plan 

to come to as many games as you can, but 

especially mark your calendar for June 19th.   

The rain date will be June 29th. 
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Thank you so much for  

your recent gift of $130. 50. 

Generous giving like yours 

allows us to offer affordable housing, 

hospice care, neighborhood senior centers, 

nursing and rehab, adoption and foster care, 

Meals on Wheels, and so much more.  Thank 

you again for helping us meet our mission. 

 

On behalf of the Bethesda Foundation for 

Children Board of Directors and the entire 

Bethesda Lutheran Services team, thank 

you for your generous gift of $57.00 

through the SWPA Synod in support of our 

Promising Futures Fund. Your 

generosity is more than a 

donation – it is an act of hope. 

 

Dear Friend, 

Your dedication to 

Church World Service 

makes an extraordinary difference.  Because 

of you, neighbors facing difficult times 

receive comfort, support and renewed hope.  

Your generosity of time, energy and heart is  

a powerful witness to the love we are called  

to share.  With Gratitude, Rev. Rebekah Belase 
 

So far in 2026 we have completed at 

least 19 projects utilizing Thrivent Action 

Team cards.  That’s $4,750 provided by 

Thrivent as seed money for the work of our congregation!  

Thank you to those who have led projects to support our 

mission.  Reach out to the office if you would like  

assistance developing a project to use your 

Thrivent cards.   

Thank Yous and Geranium Orders 

Bathroom Renovation Update:  We are 
already within $5,000 of funding this project.  

Thanks for your continued generosity and 
patience through this exiting renovation. 
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   1 - Luke Zoelle                   10 - Andrew Lingenfelter 

   3 - Brenda Reinert          11 - Robin Plank 

   3 - Margaret Clawson       11 - Gini Rinkus 

   5 - Robin Williams          11 - Jim Schrader 

   5 - Maddox Schmidt          14 - Robert Watson III 

   6 - Gianna Bonicky            16 - Brenda Peffer 

   6 - Dan Erin           19 - Marla Bird 

   8 - Roberta Domhoff        30 - Pony Dunbar 

   8 - Ehlana Palmer              30 - Emily Acre    

 10 - John Watson          30 - Vic Peffer 

  

    

  

  

   Sundays in May 

     9:00 am   Sunday School 

   10:15 am   Worship 

   11:30 am   Fellowship 
  

  Wednesdays in May 

  10:00 am       Community Quilters  

    7:00 pm   Senior Choir Practice 
      

  Thursdays in May 

    9:00 am   Quilting 

    7:00 pm  Bible Study 
  
  

  

Birthdays and Summer Youth Programs  

 

Register your children now.  Tell your friends 

and neighbors and strangers on the street!  

Here’s the place to be in June. 



11 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in sponsoring altar flowers, 
we still have opportunities available in May, June, 
July, August, September, November, and December.   
Please see the posted flower chart in  
Luther Hall or contact the church office.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

March 2026 Contributions:  

A Financial Update – To keep everyone informed     

about our current financial situation, the  

reconciled treasurers report of our current fund 

as of the end of March 2026 is as  follows: 
 

Current Fund ($3,040.51) 

Memorial Fund $14,111.79 

Youth Fund $9,422.26 

Manna Fund $6,608.19 

Priority Project Fund $6,626.68 

After School Program $7,926.78 
 

Many thanks to those who continue to give 
to these funds which give us the ability to  
serve Christ and others. 

Financial Facts 

2026 Contributions to Date:  

DID YOU KNOW… 
That Chick-fil-A offers a rewards program for non-profits like our church?  If you keep your 
receipts from the Chick-fil-A in Cranberry Township or the Wexford location we can benefit 
from them!  They give back 20% of the total receipt (less the taxes) in catering credits for 

St. Peter’s.  The next time you are debating about a place to grab a quick bite to eat please 
think about stopping at Chick-fil-A and keep your receipt for church.  There is a large 

envelope on the bulletin board in Luther Hall for your receipts.  

Our Monthly Benevolent  
Cause for May will support  

   United Lutheran Seminary. 
     

If you would like to support this cause please mark 
the Other line on your contribution envelope. 
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PRAYERS FOR OUR HOMEBOUND 
Please contact the church office as soon as possible  

to request additions or changes. 

    Gini Rinkus             

    Nancy Zattiero 

 

     

      

   

   Cole Barkley 

John, Summer, Timothy Barron & Family 

Peter Barry 

Ricky Benson 

Tom Broeren 

Eilene Budisky 

Kay Burr 

Lisa Burr 

Jane Carruth (Colon Cancer - B.Barkley) 

Luke Clawson  

Donna Daugherty  

David English (Lung Cancer) 

Diane Fair 

Michelle Follet & Family 

Mary, Glenn, and David Fulghum 

Lori Goodwin 

Joan Gumpp 

Patti Grubbs 

Richard Hutchins (Cancer) 

Stephanie Hogan 

Ella Jason  

Greg John  

Val Kurth (Breast Cancer) 

   Todd Manuel (Blood Cancer) 

 

    

Diane Marburger 

Joe Marburger 

Patty Marburger 

Jane Mashuda 

Diamond McCracken 

Berty McMillen 

Carmen and Sandra Morra 

Cole Moretti (Cancer) 

Matt Morris  

Mark Phillips 

Emma Plank 

Jason Plank 

Erin Price 

Bill Puryear (Cancer) 

Lori Rasp 

Rick Reifenstein 

Tammi Rossi 

Dominick Scarpino 

Pastor Tony Schneck 

Kay Marburger Terry 

Julie W 

Garrie Wearing 

Roland Wise  

Pat Wolfe  

Audray Muscatello Yost   

    
INTERCESSIONS FOR CONSOLATION IN GRIEF 

Members and friends who have entered the  

Church Triumphant in the previous 3 months: 

The family of: 

Pat Sammons 
 

Thoughts and Prayers 
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April 14, 2026 

 

Present:     Staci  Bettencourt, Pat Capella, Bev Critchlow, Patti Flach, Casey Guerriero, Janice Hogan,  
Pastor Johns, Ted Lindgren II, Linda Schmidt, Robin VanDyke, Corey Walker (Zoom), Marge Wearing 
 

Absent:  Robin Plank 
Visitors:  Dean Zinkhann 
 

President Ted Lindgren called the meeting to order at 7:12 P.M.  Following this, Pastor shared topics from For 
the Glory of God, The Nature of the God of Israel section.  Discussion and prayers came after this. 
 

Minutes:  Minutes from the March meeting were read and approved.  Robin V. motioned to accept the 
minutes and it was seconded by Bev.  Motion carried. 
 

Reception of Visitors:  Dean represented the Evans City Historical Society and discussed the July 5th America 
250 activity that they are planning from 1:00-3:00 P.M. that day.  He came to request permission for the use of 
the church if there happens to be inclement weather on that day. Ted motioned to approve this request and 
Staci seconded it.  Motion carried. 
 

Pastor’s Report:  A detailed, written report was submitted addressing numerous activities, including a Career 
Day presentation to 5th graders at Ehrman Crest, many Lenten worship activities, an April Trivia Night 
presenter session at the library, several meetings, home/hospital visits, and a funeral. 
 

Treasurer’s Report and the Financial Secretary’s Report:  The March report was reviewed and discussed.   
 

Financial:   No written report was submitted as the meeting was postponed. 
 

Fellowship:  A written report was submitted.  The Fish Dinner raised $2,386.00.     $392.00 was collected at the 
Easter Breakfast. Cake was supplied for Lucas Acre’s  baptism on April 12th.  David Green is being baptized on 
the third Sunday of May.  Another cake will be available following Confirmation on May 24th.  Sign up for the 
Pirate game on May 30th ended today.  
 

Learning Ministry/Youth:  No written report was submitted.  No official meeting was held; however work is 
progressing on the Summer Mission Trip planning for the week of July 19th.  Patti motioned that she would 
like to have the monies raised from the May 1st and 2nd Rummage Sale distributed among Lutherlyn 
Camperships, the Mission Trip, After-School Program and Manna Night.  Motion approved.  (Later, a meeting 
date was established for April 26th, following the church service.) 
 

Memorial:  No written report was provided.  No official meeting was held; however, some monies from Rege 
Rengers account have been approved by the family for the Bathroom Project. 
 

Mutual Ministry:   No written report was provided.  No official meeting was held. 
 

Property:   A written report was submitted that included a review of the progress of the bathroom 
renovations.  At the meeting, committee members also examined the upper lot in regards to the anticipated 
paving project. Work Day is scheduled to begin at 8:30 A.M. on Saturday, May 16th.  Lawn mowers and lawn 
mowing were also discussed.   There is a rotation of volunteers.  Wind damage occurred to the parsonage’s 
garage. 

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church Council Minutes 
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Worship and Music:  No written report was submitted.  
 

Unfinished Business:  
Bathroom Project:  The goal for finishing this project is the last weekend in April.  At this time we have 

not had to borrow money for this project. 
Audits:  Motion was made by Ted and seconded by Linda  to approve the 2024 audit that Michael had 

completed with Robin and Jason Plank. 
Upper Parking Lot Project:   A contractor provided the contract for our approval.  Any day the church 

should receive the first quarter of the grant’s check.  An individual will cover the remaining amount and will be 
reimbursed as the additional checks arrive. 
 

New Business/Miscellaneous:   
Secretarial Position:   This topic was revisited this evening.  Since Christine is interested in maintaining 

this position, Patti motioned to have Christine continue in this position.  It was seconded by Janice.   
Unanimous approval carried the motion.   
 

The next meeting is scheduled for May 12, 2026 at 7:00 P.M.  
 

Adjournment and Prayer:  The meeting was adjourned at 8:14 P.M.    
Pat moved to adjourn and it was seconded by Marge.  Motion carried.  The meeting concluded with the Lord’s 
Prayer. 
 

Respectfully Submitted, 
Patti Flach, Council Secretary 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Council Minutes (continued) and Volunteers 

U
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Calendar 

 

Looking Ahead: 

May 30 – Pirates Outing 

June 7 – Graduation Recognition 

June 14 – Church Picnic 

June 27 – Rege Rengers Memorial 

       Cornhole Tournament 
 

July 19 – Peach Potluck 

August 15 – Corn Roast 

 

Jr. SPY & SPY Events 
 

May 2 – 6-8:00pm 

       ALL SPY Youth Group 

May 16 – 5-8:30  

       Jr. SPY Dinner, Devotions, & Games  

May 17 – After worship until 2:00pm  

                   SPY only, Lunch & Games 

June 5 – 5-9:00pm – End of Year Party 
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The Sunday Bulletin Deadline is 
Wednesdays at 10 am 

 

Monthly Newsletter Deadline is the  
3rd Sunday of each month 

 

Sunday School at 9 am 

Weekly Worship Service on Sundays at 10:15 am 

Check Our Weekly Calendar for other events.  

Office Hours for Secretary:    

Monday thru Friday 9 am—noon 

April 2026 

 

This newsletter is sponsored by  

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 

St. Peter’s  

Lutheran Church   

202 Van Buren St. 

Evans City, PA  

16033 
  

Call us: 724-538-5810 

E-mail us 

stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 
  

God’s Son  

  

  

 

Never Fails 

Website:  

www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org 

Our Staff: 
  

Pastor Brandon Johns  
 

Heidi Beahm, 
After School Director 

                
Marlene Domhoff, 

Organist / Music Director 
 

Joe Ludwik, Sexton 
 

Christine Johns,     
Secretary 

 

May’s Newsletter is Sponsored by  

Luann & Perry Brosius 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations and blessings to our  

new college & high school graduates.   

  We pray for your continued success in all that you do.   

 

  

  


