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PRELUDE Autumn Cecile Chaminade
BELL RINGING
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,
and of the *+ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: O God beyond All Praising
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1 O God be-yond all prais - ing, we  wor-ship you to - day
2 The flowr of earth-ly splen-dor in  time mustsure-ly  die,
3 Then hear, O gra-cious Sav - ior, ac - cept the love we bring,
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and sing the love a - maz - ing that songscan-not re - pay;
its frag - ile bloom sur-ren - der to  you, the Lord most high;
that we who know your fa - vor may serve you as our King;

0 |

w12 I I . T -
t@b Ir—i i } B I | i I B_J i I B ‘ il i G'I

J ? 4 & v 4 N o &
for we can on-ly won-der at ev - ’ry gift you send,
but hid - den fromall na-ture the e - ter - nal seed is sown—
and wheth -er our to - mor-rows be filled with good or ill,
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at bless-ings with - out num-ber and mer-cies with-out end:

though small in mor - tal stat-ure, to  heav-en’s gar - den grown:
we’ll  tri -umph through our sor-rows and rise to bless you still:
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we lift  our hearts be - fore you and  wait up-on your word,
for Christ, your gift from heav - en, from death has set us free,
to mar - vel at your beau - ty and glo-ry in your ways,
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we hon - or and a - dore you, our great and might-y  Lord.
and we through him are giv - en the fi - nal vic - to - 1y.
and make a joy-ful du - ty our sac -ri-fice of praise.

Text: Michael Perry, 1942-1996
Music: THAXTED, Gustav Holst, 1874-1934
Text © 1982, 1987 Jubilate Hymns, admin. Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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In peace, let us pray tothe Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well -being of the church of God,
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and for the unity of all, let wus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house, and for all who offer here their wor-ship and praise,
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let us pray to the Lord. Lord have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de - fend us, gra-cious Lord. A - men.

4



HYMN OF PRAISE
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Glo-ry to God in the hlgh-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly King, al- might-y God and Fa - ther, we
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God,
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you take a-way the sin of the world: have mer - cy on us;
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you are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther: re-ceive our  prayer.
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For you a-lone are the Ho -ly One, you a-lone are the Lord,
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all
peoples and poured out your life with abundance. Call us again to
your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure,
and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHOIR This is the Day
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:1-9
0 Lord, you are my God;
| will exalt you, | will praise your name;
for you have done wonderful things,
plans formed of old, faithful and sure.
2For you have made the city a heap,
the fortified city a ruin;
the palace of aliens is a city no more,
it will never be rebuilt.
3Therefore strong peoples will glorify you;
cities of ruthless nations will fear you.
“For you have been a refuge to the poor,
a refuge to the needy in their distress,
a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat.
When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm,
>the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place,
you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds;
the song of the ruthless was stilled.

50n this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples
a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines,
of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines
strained clear.



’And he will destroy on this mountain
the shroud that is cast over all peoples,
the sheet that is spread over all nations;
8he will swallow up death forever.
Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces,
and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all
the earth,
for the Lord has spoken.
It will be said on that day,
Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him,
so that he might save us.
This is the Lord for whom we have waited;
let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

PSALM 23: 1-6 (Read Responsively)
The Lorp is my shepherd;
| shall not be in want.
’The Lorp makes me lie down in green pastures
and leads me beside still waters.
3You restore my soul, O LORD,
and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake.
“Though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
| shall fear no evil; for you are with me;
your rod and your staff, they comfort me.
>You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies;
you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over.
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of
my life, and | will dwell in the house of the Lorp forever.




SECOND READING: Philippians 4:1-9, 12-13
My brothers and sisters, whom | love and long for, my joy and
crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.

2| urge Euodia and | urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the
Lord. 3Yes, and | ask you also, my loyal companion, help these
women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel,
together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names
are in the book of life.

“Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. >Let your
gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. ®Do not worry
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.

8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable,
whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is
commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything
worthy of praise, think about these things. °Keep on doing the things
that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and
the God of peace will be with you.

12| know what it is to have little, and | know what it is to have
plenty. In any and all circumstances | have learned the secret of
being well-fed and of going hungry, of having plenty and of being in
need. 3| can do all things through him who strengthens me.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 22:1-14
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 22" chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
'Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2“The kingdom
of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet
for his son. 3He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to
the wedding banquet, but they would not come. *Again he sent
other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, | have
prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.
>But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to
his business, ®while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and
killed them. “The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed
those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to his slaves,
‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. °Go
therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the
wedding banquet.” *°Those slaves went out into the streets and
gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding
hall was filled with guests.

1Byt when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man
there who was not wearing a wedding robe, ?and he said to him,
‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he
was speechless. 33Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him
hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 1*For many are called, but
few are chosen.”
This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON

nstead, let the Spirit renew your
- W thoughts and attitudes. Fdut on your
: ’/ i a'- new natuvre, created to be like God—
“d teuly vighteous and holy.
Ephesians 4:23-24




HYMN OF THE DAY: When Morning Guilds the Skies
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I When morn-ing gilds the  skies, my heart a - wak -ing  cries:
2 When mirth for mu - sic longs, this is my song of  songs:
3 No love-lier an - ti - phon in  all high heav’'n is  known
4 Let all of hu - man - kind in  this their con-cord find:
5 Sing, sun and stars of space, sing, all who see his face,
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may Je - sus Christ be praised! When eve - ning shad-ows  fall,
may Je - sus Christ be praised! God’s ho - ly house of prayer
than “Je - sus Christ be praised!” There to thee -ter - nal Word
may Je - sus Christ be praised! Let all the earth a - round
sing, “Je - sus Christ be praised!” God’s whole cre - a - tion oO’er,
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this rings my cur - few call: may Je - sus  Christ be praised!
has none that can com - pare with “Je - sus  Christ be praised!”
the e-ter - nal psalm is  heard: oh, Je - sus Christ be praised!
ring joy-ous with the sound: may Je - sus  Christ be praised!
to - day and ev - er - more shall Je - sus  Christ be praised!
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Text: German hymn, 19th cent.; tr. Robert Bridges, 1844-1930, alt.
Music: LAUDES DOMINI, Joseph Barnby, 1838-1896
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APOSTLES CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in the transformative power of God’s loving Spirit, let us
pray for the church, the world, and all in need. A brief silence.

For the church of Jesus Christ in this and every land, that all followers
of Christ share the mind of Christ and strive to live together in peace,
staying firm in the Lord.

The response for each petition is:
God of Grace, receive our prayer.

Gracious God, into your hands we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your unending love and amazing grace; through Jesus
Christ, our Savior. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING
Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the
plates located near the entrances to the nave.
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OFFERTORY SONG: Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring
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OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have
set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare us for your
heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and
send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through
the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.
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Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Lord taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet. Christ gathers us in.

LAMB OF GOD (sung as the distribution of the sacrament begins)
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
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COMMUNION

The Sacrament will be offered with these words:

The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Optional responses Amen or Thanks be to God or Renew us, Lord

BLESSING
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our
hearts in this meal with bread for the journey. Strengthened by this
food, send us to gather the world to your banquet, where none are
left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and +F give you peace. Amen.
SENDING SONG: When Peace, like a River (on next page)
SHARING FOR SERVING: Mission Notices and Birthdays

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE With Sounding Timbrel Chester Nordman

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following

Cole Barkley Helen Barto Luke Clawson
Mia Maust Raquel Barron Garrie Wearing
Zachary Mashuda Ricky Benson Kay Burr

Please hold these members and friends of St. Peter’s in your prayers.
“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” James 5:16
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SENDING SONG: When Peace, like a River
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Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888

Music: VILLE DU HAVRE, Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876
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Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for October
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will support Lutheran Service Society.
If you would like to support this cause, please mark the Other line on
your contribution envelope.

The Altar Flowers The eternal candle is
are presented by presented by
Debbie and Jim Merrison Dan and Casey Guerriero
in memory of in honor of their daughter
Ruth Corfield’s 108" birthday Josie and her first birthday

and in memory of
Frank & Freda Merrison’s
77" wedding anniversary

Thank You! — A heartfelt thank you to everyone who helped with our
Spaghetti Dinner.

Blood Drive — We will be working with Vitalant to host a blood drive
on Monday, October 30% from 2-7pm. If you need help signing up to
donate, please let Pastor know. Also, if you would like to be part of
the hospitality team, welcoming people to our church and/or
providing cookies for donors, please let Pastor know that as well.

Bible Study — Our weekly Bible study has returned! We gather on
Thursday nights at 7pm via Zoom. We dig into the upcoming
Sunday’s lessons with humor and levity. Hope you’ll join in!

Turkey Dinner — Our annual Turkey Dinner will be on Saturday,
November 4. All donations, except for pies and dinner rolls, are
due to the church by October 29, Pies and rolls are due by 10:00
November 4. All proceeds from our Turkey Dinner this year will go
to the Jason family to support them in their ongoing medical battle.

Choirs — Our senior choir, Christmas Cantata choir, and bell choir
have all restarted their rehearsals. These vitally important ministries
only are able to continue as long as we step up and join together
offering our time and talents on behalf of this community and to the
glory of God. You can do it. You are needed.
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St. Peter’s Upcoming Events:

Mon.-Friday 4-6 pm After School Program
Mon. Oct. 16 7:00 pm Learning Ministry Meeting
7:00pm Sowers
Tues. Oct. 17 7:00 pm Council Meeting
Wed. Oct. 18 12:00 pm Lunch Bunch at Luciano’s
5:30 pm Manna Night
7:00 pm Choir Practice
8:00 pm Cantata Practice
Thurs. Oct. 19 9:00 am Quilters Group
7:00 pm Bible Study
Sat. Oct. 21 5:30 pm PumpkinFest

.’4 E‘ ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

ve Ty is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod of
%‘3 ‘7ﬁ the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

Presiding Bishop (ELCA) The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Synodical Bishop (SWPA Synod) The Rev. Kurt A. Kusserow
Pastor The Rev. Brandon Johns
Organist & Music Director Marlene Domhoff
Sexton Joe Ludwik
Secretary Kimberly Peaco
Acolyte Gianna Bonicky
Assisting Minister Teresa O’Malley
Bell Ringer Davin Beahm
Greeters Rob & Lisa Burr
Lector Troy Barkley
Nursery Beverly Barkley
Tech Support Adam Price
Ushers Casey & Dan Guerriero

Worship Volunteers — Anyone, third grade and older interesting in

learning how to acolyte or teens and adults interested in becoming
lectors, assisting ministers, ushers, or bell ringers, please see Pastor
and we’ll schedule a training when it works for those interested.
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Welcome to St. Peter’s

We are thankful that you are here to worship
with other Christians today. In the name of
Jesus Christ, we pray that your worship
experience will fill you with the grace and mercy
of Almighty God through his Holy Spirit.

Newcomers and Guests

New to St. Peter’s? Please sign the GUEST REGISTER behind the
last pew. A handicapped accessible RESTROOM is located near
the Van Buren Street entrance (through Luther Hall, past the
kitchen, restroom is on the left in the foyer). You are welcome
to commune with us if that is your practice.

Nursery - is staffed by a volunteer and available for children and
caregivers. Exit the rear of the nave and follow the steps to the
basement, the nursery is on the left. The service can be heard
through an intercom in the nursery. There are activity bags in
the back of the sanctuary and children’s bulletins geared for
children ages 5 and up are at the nave entrances.

Staying in Touch:

Our church office is open Monday through Friday from
9 am until noon. Pastor is often there also or by appointment.
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet:
Church Office: 724.538.5810

Church Email: stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net

Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com

Church Website: www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org
Church Facebook Page: St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
Sunday Bulletin Deadline: Wednesdays at 10:00 AM.
Newsletter deadline: Third Sunday of the Month

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS:

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133.New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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