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PRELUDE By A Forest Shrine Roy E. Nolte
BELL RINGING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father, and of the *F Son,
and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: Dearest Jesus, at Your Word
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always.
And also with you!
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, most merciful
redeemer, for the countless blessings and benefits you give. May we
know you more clearly, love you more dearly, and follow you more
nearly, day by day praising you, with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever. Amen.

CHOIR ANTHEM Mansion Over the Hilltop Ira Stanphill
CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 3: 1-10,19-20
Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord under Eli. The
word of the Lord was rare in those days; visions were not
widespread.

2At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he
could not see, was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not
yet gone out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord,
where the ark of God was. *Then the Lord called, “Samuel! Samuel!”
and he said, “Here | am!” >and ran to Eli, and said, “Here | am, for
you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he
went and lay down. 6The Lord called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up
and went to Eli, and said, “Here | am, for you called me.” But he said,
“I did not call, my son; lie down again.” “/Now Samuel did not yet
know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been revealed
to him. 8The Lord called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up
and went to Eli, and said, “Here | am, for you called me.” Then Eli
perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. °Therefore Eli said to
Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord,
for your servant is listening.”” So Samuel went and lay down in his
place.

ONow the Lord came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel!
Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.”

BAs Samuel grew up, the Lord was with him and let none of his
words fall to the ground. 2°And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba
knew that Samuel was a trustworthy prophet of the Lord.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
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PSALM 139: 1-6, 13-18
Lord, you have searched me out;
O Lord, you have known me.
2You know my sitting down and my rising up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.
3You trace my journeys and my resting-places
and are acquainted with all my ways.
“Indeed, there is not a word on my lips,
but you, O Lord, know it altogether.
>You encompass me, behind and before,
and lay your hand upon me.
5Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that | cannot attain to it.
BFor you yourself created my inmost parts;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
41 will thank you because | am marvelously made;
your works are wonderful, and | know it well.
My body was not hidden from you,
while | was being made in secret
and woven in the depths of the earth.
6Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb;
all of them were written in your book;
my days were fashioned before they came to be.
How deep | find your thoughts, O God!
How great is the sum of them!
181 | were to count them, they would be more in number
than the sand;
to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 6:12-20

24|l things are lawful for me,” but not all things are beneficial.
“All things are lawful for me,” but | will not be dominated by
anything. 3“Food is meant for the stomach and the stomach for
food,” and God will destroy both one and the other. The body is
meant not for fornication but for the Lord, and the Lord for the
body. *And God raised the Lord and will also raise us by his power.
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Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Should |
therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of a
prostitute? Never! ®Do you not know that whoever is united to a
prostitute becomes one body with her? For it is said, “The two shall
be one flesh.” But anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit
with him. 8Shun fornication! Every sin that a person commits is
outside the body; but the fornicator sins against the body itself. 1°Or
do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within
you, which you have from God, and that you are not your own? *°For
you were bought with a price; therefore glorify God in your body.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: John 1:43-51

The holy gospel according to John, the first chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and
said to him, “Follow me.” “*Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city
of Andrew and Peter. **Philip found Nathanael and said to him,
“We have found him about whom Moses in the law and also the
prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from Nazareth.” “Nathanael
said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” Philip said
to him, “Come and see.” ¥’When Jesus saw Nathanael coming
toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there
is no deceit!” *®Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know
me?” Jesus answered, “l saw you under the fig tree before Philip
called you.” ®Nathanael replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God!
You are the King of Israel!” *%Jesus answered, “Do you believe
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because | told you that | saw you under the fig tree? You will see
greater things than these.” >*And he said to him, “Very truly, | tell
you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending
and descending upon the Son of Man.”

This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: Here | Am, Lord
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Text: Daniel L. Schutte, b. 1946
Music: HERE I AM, LORD, Daniel L. Schutte
Text and music © 1981 OCP Publications, Inc., 5536 NE Hassalo, Portland, OR 97213. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s
blessing on the church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Encourage the ministry and mission of the church, God of truth.

Let the leaders of your church be trustworthy and accountable
stewards, that all its resources and outreach bring hope and healing
to communities.

The response for each petition is:
God of grace, receive our prayer.

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers
and the silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior,
Jesus Christ. Amen.



PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING
Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the
plates located near the entrances to the nave.

CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. God of wonder, you formed us in our mother’s womb,
and from the cradle of Creation you bring forth this bread and
wine. We place them on your table, together with our lives and all
that you have made. Open the heavens to us and pour out your
Spirit. We wait for your mercy; we long for your peace; we hunger
and thirst for Jesus Christ, our banquet of life. Amen.
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DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right.... join their unending hymn)

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son,

whom you sent in this end of the ages

to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.

He is your Word, inseparable from you,

through whom you created all things, and in whom you take delight.
He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb.

He there took on our nature and our lot
and was shown forth as your Son,
born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.
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He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will

and won for you a holy people;

he stretched out his hands in suffering in order to free from suffering
those who trust you and shine your light upon this world.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we take this bread
and cup, giving you thanks that you have made us worthy to stand
before you and to serve you as your priestly people.

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church;

gather into one all who share this bread and wine;

fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth,

that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ;
through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father,

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Taught by God’s Word Incarnate, we are bold to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table of mercy and peace.

LAMB OF GOD (sung as the distribution of the sacrament begins)
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

The Sacrament will be offered with these words:
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Optional responses Amen or Thanks be to God or Renew us, Lord

BLESSING
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER

Let us pray. Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth
abundantly from this table. Renew our strength to do justice, love
kindness, and journey humbly with you. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and +F give you peace. Amen.
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SENDING SONG: | Love to Tell the Story
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SHARING FOR SERVING: Mission Notices and Birthdays

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Let your light shine. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Unto God Be the Glory Gilbert M. Martin

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS:

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133.New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for January
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will support Meals on Wheels.
If you would like to support this cause, please mark the Other line on your
contribution envelope Meals on Wheels.

Today’s altar flowers The eternal candle
are given is presented by
in honor of ; Joe Ludwik
Marge Lindgren’s in loving memory of
birthday Sue Ludwik’s birthday

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following:

Cole Barkley Helen Barto Luke Clawson
Karen Marburger Rick Reifenstein Leah Plank
Fred Flach John Vrana Nancy Riedel
Michael Clawson Bob Pint Orvis Davis

Aaron Crider
Please hold these members and friends of St. Peter’s in your prayers.

“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” James 5:16

St. Peter’s Upcoming Events:

Tues. — Fri. 4-6pm After School
Mon. Jan. 15t 7:00 pm Sowers Mtg.
Wed. Jan. 17" 7:00 pm Choir Practice
Thurs. Jan. 18" 9:00 am Quilters

Sat. Jan. 20" 6:30 pm Game Night

Food Cupboard — Please stay afterwards to help our neighbors in need.
Also, you are invited to participate in a cereal drive for the Food Cupboard!

Soup Sale — Our annual soup sale will be on Saturday, 1/27. Volunteers are
always appreciated! Also, orders are being taken until 1/23. Forms are on
the information tables. All proceeds support the Evans City Food Cupboard
and Priority Projects. For more information, please contact Christine Johns.

Nursery — With the nursery being back to regular use, we could use some
older children and teens as assistants. Please let Adam Price or Beverly
Barkley know if you’re interested. Thank you!

Congregational Meeting — Bulletin of Reports meeting and lunch 2/4/2024.
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ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

Pastor The Rev. Brandon Johns
Music Director and Organist Marlene Domhoff
Office Secretary Kimberly Peaco
Sexton Joe Ludwik
Acolyte Meera Lindgren
Assisting Minister Karen Ferrari
Bell Ringer Troy Barkley
Greeters Amy & Walt Gregorovich
Lector Robin Van Dyke
Nursery Beverly Barkley
Tech Support Heidi Beahm
Ushers Joe Ludwik & Dan Erin

Welcome to St. Peter’s

We are thankful that you are here to worship with other Christians today.
In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray that your worship experience will fill
you with the grace and mercy of Almighty God through his Holy Spirit.

Newcomers and Guests

New to St. Peter’s? Please sign the GUEST REGISTER behind the last
pew. A handicapped accessible RESTROOM is located near the Van
Buren Street entrance (through Luther Hall, past the kitchen,
restroom is on the left in the foyer). You are welcome to commune
with us if that is your practice.

Nursery - is staffed by a volunteer and available for children and
caregivers. Exit the rear of the nave and follow the steps to the
basement, the nursery is on the left. Also, there are activity bags in
the back of the sanctuary and children’s bulletins geared for children
ages 5 and up are at the nave entrances.

Staying in Touch:

Our church office is open Monday through Friday from 9 am until noon.
Pastor is often there also or by appointment. Please feel free to contact us
by phone or internet:

Church Office: 724.538.5810

Church Email: stpeterslicec@zoominternet.net
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