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PRELUDE     The Light Of Faith         Roy E. Nolte 
 

BELL RINGING  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN: Arise, Your Light Has Come    

 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always. 
And also with you! 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  Almighty God, by grace alone you call us and accept us 
in your service. Strengthen us by your Spirit, and make us worthy of 
your call, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

CHOIR ANTHEM       My Song to the Lord  Nancy Price & Don Besig 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

FIRST READING: Jonah 3:1-5, 10 
1The word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time, saying, 2“Get up, 
go to Nineveh, that great city, and proclaim to it the message that I 
tell you.” 3So Jonah set out and went to Nineveh, according to the 
word of the Lord. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly large city, a three 
days’ walk across. 4Jonah began to go into the city, going a day’s 
walk. And he cried out, “Forty days more, and Nineveh shall be 
overthrown!” 5And the people of Nineveh believed God; they 
proclaimed a fast, and everyone, great and small, put on sackcloth.  
 10When God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil 
ways, God changed his mind about the calamity that he had said he 
would bring upon them; and he did not do it. 
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 
 

PSALM 62:5-12 
5For God alone I wait in silence; truly, my hope is in God. 
6God alone is my rock and my salvation, 
 my stronghold, so that I shall never be shaken. 
7In God is my deliverance and my honor; 
 God is my strong rock and my refuge. 
8Put your trust in God always, O people, 
 pour out your hearts before the one who is our refuge.  
9Those of high degree are but a fleeting breath;  

those of low estate cannot be trusted. 
 Placed on the scales together they weigh even less than a breath. 
10Put no trust in extortion; in robbery take no empty pride; 
 though wealth increase, set not your heart upon it. 
11God has spoken once, twice have I heard it, 
 that power belongs to God. 
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 12Steadfast love belongs to you, O Lord, 
  for you repay all according to their deeds.  
 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 7:29-31 
29Brothers and sisters, the appointed time has grown short; from 
now on, let even those who have wives be as though they had none, 
30and those who mourn as though they were not mourning, and 
those who rejoice as though they were not rejoicing, and those who 
buy as though they had no possessions, 31and those who deal with 
the world as though they had no dealings with it. For the present 
form of this world is passing away. 
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

GOSPEL: Mark 1:14-20 
The holy gospel according to Mark, the first chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming 
the good news of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good 
news.”  16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and 
his brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were 
fishermen. 17And Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you 
fish for people.” 18And immediately they left their nets and followed 
him. 19As he went a little farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and 
his brother John, who were in their boat mending the nets. 
20Immediately he called them; and they left their father Zebedee in 
the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 
This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.   
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SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Jesus Calls Us; o’er the Tumult 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s 
blessing on the church, the world, and all of creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

God our rock and deliverance, do not let your church be shaken.  
We trust you never abandon your promises to the most vulnerable 
among us. Give your church wisdom and empathy in its varied 
ministries. 
 

The response for each petition is:  
God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers  
and the silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior,  
Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
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PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

OFFERING 
Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the 
plates located near the entrances to the nave. 

 
 

CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING 

 

 
OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray.  God of wonder, you formed us in our mother’s womb, 
and from the cradle of Creation you bring forth this bread and 
wine. We place them on your table, together with our lives and all 
that you have made. Open the heavens to us and pour out your 
Spirit. We wait for your mercy; we long for your peace; we hunger 
and thirst for Jesus Christ, our banquet of life. Amen. 
 



 10 

DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right…. join their unending hymn) 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 
whom you sent in this end of the ages 
to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 
He is your Word, inseparable from you, 
through whom you created all things, and in whom you take delight. 
He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. 
He there took on our nature and our lot 
and was shown forth as your Son, 
born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. 



 11 

He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will 
and won for you a holy people; 
he stretched out his hands in suffering in order to free from suffering 
those who trust you and shine your light upon this world. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we take this bread 
and cup, giving you thanks that you have made us worthy to stand 
before you and to serve you as your priestly people. 
Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; 
gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 
that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; 
through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
Taught by God’s Word Incarnate, we are bold to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
Come to the table of mercy and peace. 
 

LAMB OF GOD (sung as the distribution of the sacrament begins) 

 
 
The Sacrament will be offered with these words:  
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Optional responses Amen or Thanks be to God or Renew us, Lord    
 

BLESSING   
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.   Amen.   
 

PRAYER 

Let us pray. Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth 
abundantly from this table. Renew our strength to do justice, love 
kindness, and journey humbly with you. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
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SENDING SONG: I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light 

 
 

SHARING FOR SERVING: Mission Notices and Birthdays 
 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Let your light shine. Thanks be to God!    
 

POSTLUDE                      Postlude in D                      Chester Nordman 
 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for January 
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will support Meals on Wheels.   

If you would like to support this cause, please mark the Other line on 
your contribution envelope Meals on Wheels. 
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Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following: 
 

     Cole Barkley                     Helen Barto                    Luke Clawson 
     Karen Marburger             Rick Reifenstein               Leah Plank 
     Fred Flach                     John Vrana        Nancy Riedel   
     Michael Clawson              Bob Pint            Orvis Davis 
     Aaron Crider 
 

     Please hold these members and friends of St. Peter’s in your prayers. 
 

    “The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” James 5:16 

 
 

St. Peter’s Upcoming Events: 

Mon. – Fri.   4 – 6 pm  After School 
Mon. Jan. 22nd   6:30 pm  Worship Mtg. 
    7:00 pm  Boy Scouts 
Tues. Jan. 23rd    7:00 pm  Dorcas Circle 
Wed. Jan. 24th    5:30 pm  Manna Night 
    7:00 pm  Choir Practice 
Thurs. Jan. 25th    9:00 am  Quilters 
                 7:00 pm   Bible Study 
Fri. Jan. 26th    6ish pm   SPY skating 
Sat. Jan. 27th    8:00 am  Soup making 
    2:00 pm  Soup pick up 
    6-8 pm   Jr. SPY night 
Mon. Jan 29th   6:30 pm  Finance Mtg. 
 

Nursery – With the nursery being back to regular use, we could use 
some older children and teens as assistants.  Please let Adam Price or 
Beverly Barkley know if you’re interested.  Thank you! 
 

Food Drive – In addition to our Monthly Benevolent Cause, we are 
collecting boxes of cereal in January for the food cupboard.  Please 
consider donating to help our neighbors in need. 

The eternal candle 
is presented by 

Joe Ludwik 
in loving memory of 

Sue Ludwik’s birthday 

Today’s altar flowers  
are given by  

Dan & Jenn Erin 
 in honor of  

their anniversary 
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ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH   

is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 

Presiding Bishop (ELCA) The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Synodical Bishop (SWPA Synod)      The Rev. Kurt A. Kusserow 
Pastor                                                              The Rev. Brandon Johns 
Music Director and Organist                       Marlene Domhoff 
Office Secretary                                     Kimberly Peaco 
Sexton                                                              Joe Ludwik 
Acolyte Gianna Bonicky 
Assisting Minister Troy Barkley 
Bell Ringer Davin Beahm 
Greeters Ted & Marge Lindgren 
Lector Ted Lindgren 
Nursery Linda Schmidt 
Tech Support Adam Price 
Ushers Adam Price & Rob Burr 

Soup Sale – Our annual soup sale will be on Saturday, January 27th. 
Volunteers are always appreciated!  Also, orders are being taken 
until Tuesday, January 23.  Forms are on the information tables. All 
proceeds support the Evans City Food Cupboard and Priority 
Projects.  For more information, please contact Christine Johns. 
 

Congregational Meeting – Please plan to stay after worship on 
February 4th, for lunch and our annual Bulletin of Reports meeting. 
 

Anniversary Celebration – Welcome to the 175th Anniversary of our 
congregation!  On Sunday, February 11th, we welcome Bishop 
Kusserow, who will be here to help us kick off our months-long 
celebration by helping to lead worship that morning and eating with 
us at the potluck luncheon we will have after the service.  He will also 
lead a forum during Sunday School.  Other ways of celebrating this 
year include the commemorative ornament that is for sale, the 
cookbook that is on its way, an updated history, and a semiformal 
dinner in October.  If you would like to be a patron of any of these 
special productions, please talk to Rita Reifenstein or Pastor. 
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Welcome to St. Peter’s  
We are thankful that you are here to worship with 
other Christians today.  In the name of Jesus Christ, 
we pray that your worship experience will fill you with 
the grace and mercy of Almighty God through his Holy Spirit. 
 

Newcomers and Guests 
New to St. Peter’s?  Please sign the GUEST REGISTER behind the 
last pew.  A handicapped accessible RESTROOM is located near 
the Van Buren Street entrance (through Luther Hall, past the 
kitchen, restroom is on the left in the foyer).  You are welcome 
to commune with us if that is your practice. 
 

Nursery - is staffed by a volunteer and available for children and 
caregivers. Exit the rear of the nave and follow the steps to the 
basement, the nursery is on the left. The service can be heard 
through an intercom in the nursery.  There are activity bags in 
the back of the sanctuary and children’s bulletins geared for 
children ages 5 and up are at the nave entrances.    
 

Staying in Touch: 
Our church office is open Monday through Friday from  
9 am until noon.  Pastor is often there also or by appointment. 
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet: 
Church Office:  724.538.5810 
Church Email:  stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 
Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com  
Church Website:  www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org 
Church Facebook Page:  St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday Bulletin Deadline:  Wednesdays at 10:00 AM. 
Newsletter deadline:  Third Sunday of the Month 
 
RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133.New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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