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Cappella Palatina di Palermo,mid 12th century,
from Art in the Christian Tradition,
a project of the Vanderbilt Divinity Library, Nashville, TN.

January 7, 2024
10:15 am Worship Service

Pastor Brandon Johns



BELL CHOIR PRELUDE
BELL RINGING

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
the fountain of living water,

the rock who gave us birth,

our light and our salvation.

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters

and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into
freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the
Holy Spirit.

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.

Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, peace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: Baptized and Set Free
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I We are peo -ple cre - at - ed, cho - sen by God.
2 We are fed and we're nour - ished, filled and re - freshed.
3 We are nour-ished by wa - ler, all  liv - ing things,
4 Now with praise and thanks - giv - ing, we join the song.
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Then we're washed, ev - er  gent-ly, in mer - cy and love.
Then our hun - ger re - turns and a - gain we are blessed.
and by life that the Spir - it a - bun - dant - ly brings.
All  are wel - come! We  gath - er to sing loud and  strong.
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Sin has pow - er no more. Je - sus o - pened the door
For what-ev - er the need, God is great - er in - deed:
As we jour - ney toward home, may your pres-ence be known:
Not en-slaved, but  set free!  From now on, all will be
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to a foun-tain bring-ing heal-ing, and whole-ness and more.
end-less o -cean, al-ways deep-er than all  of our need.
pre-cious v -er, ev-er - flow-ing, now car - ry us home.
one in Je-sus, one in  wa-ter, bap - tized and set free!

Text: Cathy Skogen-Soldner, h. 1956
Music: BAPTIZED AND SET FREE, Cathy Skogen-Soldner
Text and music © 1999 Augshurg Foriress,

DupEcation in any foem prohibied without pesrmission o vilid license from copyright admenistrator.

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always.

And also with you!




CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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strength, and  hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are his.
Refrain
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hymn of all cre - a - tion: Bless-ing and hon - or and glo - ry and
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This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God, for the Lamb who was slain
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has be - gun his  reign. Al - le - lu-ia. Al-le - lu - ia.




PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your
voice moves over the waters. Immerse us in your grace, and
transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHOIR
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Genesis 1:1-5

In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, ’the
earth was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep,
while a wind from God swept over the face of the waters. 3Then God
said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. “And God saw that the
light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. >God
called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was
evening and there was morning, the first day.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

PSALM 29
IAscribe to the LORD, you gods,
ascribe to the LorD glory and strength.
2Ascribe to the Lorp the glory due God’s name;
worship the Lorp in the beauty of holiness.
3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters;
the God of glory thunders; the LoRD is upon the mighty waters.
“The voice of the Lorp is a powerful voice;
the voice of the LoRD is a voice of splendor.
>The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees;
the LorD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
the LorD makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
"The voice of the LorD
bursts forth in lightning flashes.
8The voice of the Lorp shakes the wilderness;
the Lorp shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
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°The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and
strips the forests bare.
And in the temple of the Lorp all are crying, “Glory!”
1°The Lorb sits enthroned above the flood;
the Lorbp sits enthroned as king for evermore.
110 Lorp, give strength to your people;
give them, O LoRD, the blessings of peace.

SECOND READING: Acts 19:1-7

While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior
regions and came to Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He
said to them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you became
believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that there is a
Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?”
They answered, “Into John’s baptism.” Paul said, “John baptized
with the baptism of repentance, telling the people to believe in the
one who was to come after him, that is, in Jesus.” °On hearing this,
they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. ®When Paul had
laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they
spoke in tongues and prophesied—’altogether there were about
twelve of them.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
(The assembly stands, if able, to welcome the gospel.)
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GOSPEL: Mark 1:4-11

The holy gospel according to Mark, the first chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. >And people from the
whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were
going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins. ®Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with
a leather belt around his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey.
’He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than I is coming
after me; | am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his
sandals. 8l have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit.” °In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee
and was baptized by John in the Jordan. °And just as he was coming
up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and the Spirit
descending like a dove on him. *And a voice came from heaven,
“You are my Son, the Beloved; with you | am well pleased.”

This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized
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I Christ, when for us you were bap - tized, God’s Spir -it on you
2 God  called you,“My be - lov - ed Son”; you  are God’s ser - vant
3 Straight-way and stead-fast un - til death you then o-beyed the
4 Bap - tize wus with your Spir - it, Lord; your cross on us be
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came, as peace - ful as a dove, and yet as
true, sent to pro - claim the reign  of heav’n, God’s
call to serve with free and will - ing heart, to
signed, that like - wise in God’s ser - vice we  may
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ur - gent as a flame, as ur - gent as a flame.
ho - ly will  to do,  God’s ho - ly will to do.
give your life for all, to give your life for all.
per - fect free-dom find, may per - fect free-dom  find.

lest: F Bland Tucker. 1895-1084, all.
Music: LOBT GOTT, INR CHRISTEN, Nikolaws Herman. 14801561
Fext © 1985 The Chusch Peasion Fund, sdmin. Church Pebisiing. Inc. All rights resened



COUNCIL INSTALLATION

APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s
blessing on the church, the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

Inspire wisdom and a spirit of proclamation in your church, God
of forgiveness. Uplift leaders to share the truth of your word in

community. Encourage us to live into the promises of baptism,

working for justice and peace in all the world.

The response for each petition is:
God of grace, receive our prayer.

Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers
and the silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior,
Jesus Christ. Amen.



PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING
Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the
plates located near the entrances to the nave.

CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING
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we may be fed with the bread of life. Gath-er the hopes and dreams of
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with your pres - ence, and give us a fore - taste of the feast to come.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. God of wonder, you formed us in our mother’s womb,
and from the cradle of Creation you bring forth this bread and
wine. We place them on your table, together with our lives and all
that you have made. Open the heavens to us and pour out your
Spirit. We wait for your mercy; we long for your peace; we hunger
and thirst for Jesus Christ, our banquet of life. Amen.



DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE PROPER PREFACE (it is indeed right.... join their unending hymn)

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son,
whom you sent in this end of the ages

to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.

He is your Word, inseparable from you,

through whom you created all things, and in whom you take delight.
He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb.

He there took on our nature and our lot

and was shown forth as your Son,

born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.
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He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will

and won for you a holy people;

he stretched out his hands in suffering in order to free from suffering
those who trust you and shine your light upon this world.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we take this bread
and cup, giving you thanks that you have made us worthy to stand
before you and to serve you as your priestly people.

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church;

gather into one all who share this bread and wine;

fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth,

that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ;
through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father,

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Taught by God’s Word Incarnate, we are bold to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table of mercy and peace.

LAMB OF GOD (sung as the distribution of the sacrament begins)
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

The Sacrament will be offered with these words:
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Optional responses Amen or Thanks be to God or Renew us, Lord

BLESSING
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER

Let us pray. Holy One, we thank you for the healing that springs forth
abundantly from this table. Renew our strength to do justice, love
kindness, and journey humbly with you. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and +F give you peace. Amen.
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SENDING SONG: Go, My Children, with My Blessing
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1 “Go. my chil -dren. with my bless-ing, nev - er a - lone.
2 "Go. my chil - dren, sins for - giv-en, at peace and pure.
3 "Go, my chil -dren, fed  and nour-ished, clos - er to  me.
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Wak - ing, sleep - ing, | am with you, you are  my own.
Here you learned how  much | love you, what I can cure.
Grow in  love and love by serv-ing, joy - ful and free.
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In  my love's bap-tis - mal riv - er I have made you mine for-ev - er.
Here you heard my dear Son’s sto - ry, here you touched him, saw his glo - ry.
Here my Spir - it's pow - er filled you, here my ten - der com-fort stilled you.
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Go, my chil-dren., with my bless-ing, you are my own.”
Go, my chil-dren, sins for - giv - en, at peace and pure.”
Go, my chil-dren., fed and nour-ished, joy - ful and free”

Text: Jaroslav 1. Vajda, b. 1919, alt
Music: AR HYD Y NOS, Welsh traditional
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

SHARING FOR SERVING: Mission Notices and Birthdays

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Let your light shine. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Rejoice With a Song Edward Broughton

EPIPHANY LUNCH - Please stay and eat!

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for January
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will support Meals on Wheels. If you
would like to support this cause, please mark the Other line on your
contribution envelope Meals on Wheels.
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Today’s altar flowers The eternal candle
are presented by . is presented by
Tom and Cindy Ayers Joe Ludwik
In memory of their ,_ in loving memory of

parents and son-in-law . 5 T\ Sue Ludwik’s birthday
¥

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following:

Cole Barkley Helen Barto Luke Clawson
Karen Marburger Rick Reifenstein Leah Plank
Fred Flach John Vrana Nancy Riedel

Please hold these members and friends of St. Peter’s in your prayers.
“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” James 5:16

St. Peter’s Upcoming Events:

Mon. — Fri. 4—-6pm After School
Mon. Jan. 8t 6:30 pm Fellowship Mtg.
7:00 pm Anniversary Mtg.
7:00 pm Boy Scouts
Tues. Jan. 9t 7:30 pm Council Mtg.
Wed. Jan. 10t 12:00 pm Lunch Bunch
7:00 pm Choir Practice
Thurs. Jan. 11t 9:00 am Quilters
7:00 pm Bible Study

Soup Sale — Our annual soup sale will be on Saturday, January 27t.
Volunteers are always appreciated! Also, orders are being taken
until Tuesday, January 23. Forms are on the information tables. All
proceeds support the Evans City Food Cupboard and Priority
Projects. For more information, please contact Christine Johns.

Nursery — With the nursery being back to regular use, we could use
some older children and teens as assistants. Please let Adam Price or
Beverly Barkley know if you're interested. Thank you!
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ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

Pastor The Rev. Brandon Johns
Music Director and Organist Marlene Domhoff
Office Secretary Kimberly Peaco
Sexton Joe Ludwik
Acolyte Lily Johns
Assisting Minister Anna Plank
Bell Ringer Jason Plank
Greeters Michael & Staci Bettencourt
Lector Cheryl Thomas
Nursery Pat Capella
Tech Support Adam Price
Ushers Heidi Beahm & Brian Johns

The 2024 offering envelopes- are available in your church mailbox,
located in Luther Hall. Please remember to keep your membership
active a contribution and communion of record in this calendar year
or the preceding year is necessary.

Altar Flowers- Now is the time to fill in your 2024 flower reservation,
first come — first served. You can sign up on the chart or contact the
church office to see if there is an open date for sponsorship. The
altar flowers are $40 for two vases. Mark an envelope, write
FLOWERS and the amount.

Eternal Candle- If you would like to sponsor the eternal candle for a
month in 2024 you may also sign up to do that on the flower/candle
chart that is located on the red table or by calling or emailing the
church office. The cost to sponsor the candle is $15.00 for the
month and your donation can be placed in your offering envelope.

After Worship Fellowship — Please consider signing up to provide the
treat or snack for our gathering time after worship in 2024. Thanks!
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Welcome to St. Peter’s

We are thankful that you are here to worship with other Christians
today. In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray that your worship
experience will fill you with the grace and mercy of Almighty God
through his Holy Spirit.

Newcomers and Guests

New to St. Peter’s? Please sign the GUEST REGISTER behind the
last pew. A handicapped accessible RESTROOM is located near
the Van Buren Street entrance (through Luther Hall, past the
kitchen, restroom is on the left in the foyer). You are welcome
to commune with us if that is your practice.

Nursery - is staffed by a volunteer and available for children and
caregivers. Exit the rear of the nave and follow the steps to the
basement, the nursery is on the left. The service can be heard
through an intercom in the nursery. There are activity bags in
the back of the sanctuary and children’s bulletins geared for
children ages 5 and up are at the nave entrances.

Staying in Touch:

Our church office is open Monday through Friday from
9 am until noon. Pastor is often there also or by appointment.
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet:
Church Office: 724.538.5810

Church Email: stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net

Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com

Church Website: www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org
Church Facebook Page: St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
Sunday Bulletin Deadline: Wednesdays at 10:00 AM.
Newsletter deadline: Third Sunday of the Month

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS:

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133.New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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