
Welcome to 

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
 

 
 

Second Sunday of Lent 
 

February 25, 2024 
10:15 Worship Service 

 

Pastor Brandon Johns  

If any want to become my followers, 

let them deny themselves  

and take up their cross  

and follow me. 
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PRELUDE     O Sacred Head           Roger C. Wilson 
 

BELL RINGING 
 

The Lenten Cross Garden will grow each week as a different symbol of 
Christ is added at the foot of the cross. Its stark beauty prepares us for 
the extravagant beauty of the Resurrection Garden on Easter Morning. 
 

THORNS  Twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head.     
– Matthew 27:29 
Thorns are an adaptation by plants for defense, and their protection 
is used by vulnerable animals to survive.  Jesus’s thorns were meant 
to mock his royalty, but instead, God uses them as a part of the 
sovereign plan of salvation.  In Jesus’ blood freely given, Jesus 
protects us, the weak and vulnerable, from the eternal effects of our 
sin and brokenness.  
 

We pause to reflect as the crown of thorns is added to the cross garden. 
 

GATHERING LITANY              Lifted Up in LOVE: The Power of Love 
 

(We sing the indented lines together.  For the first verse we begin after it is 
played through once.  Afterwards, we sing after a chord is played.) 

 

God loved the world so that he gave 
His only Son the lost to save, 

That all who would in him believe 
Should everlasting life receive. 

 

Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up,  
     that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
Jesus showed the power and might of God’s love. 
     At the cross, the earth shook, thunder rumbled, rocks  
     cracked open and darkness covered the sky 
 

Christ Jesus is the ground of faith,  
Who was made flesh and suffered death: 

All then who trust in him alone 
Are built on this chief cornerstone. 
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Though we may get rattled and worried about things on this earth, 
     the power of Christ’s love keeps our faith firm. 
All authority in heaven and on earth is given to Jesus by God. 
     Christ subdues our every enemy and protects us from the  
     many dangers of this world. 
As followers of Christ, we have the power of his love within us. 
     We can do all things through him who strengthens us, and  
     we can win any battle the devil tries to start with us. 
Earthly ground is sinking sand. 
     But the foundation of heaven awaits because Christ held fast  
     to his calling and loved us to the end. 
We are empowered by our God in Jesus to love with confidence and 
hope in him for the salvation of our souls. 
     So we have God’s power to accelerate our efforts to give  
     him honor and praise. 

 

God would not have the sinner die; 
His Son with saving grace is nigh; 

His Spirit in the Word declares 
How we in Christ are heaven’s heirs. 

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an 
instrument of shameful death to be for us the means of life. Grant us 
so to glory in the cross of Christ that we may gladly suffer shame and 
loss for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen.  
 

SENIOR CHOIR          The Narrow Way                  K. Lee Scott 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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FIRST READING: Genesis 17:1-7,15-16 
1When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to 
Abram, and said to him, “I am God Almighty; walk before me, and be 
blameless. 2And I will make my covenant between me and you, and 
will make you exceedingly numerous.” 3Then Abram fell on his face; 
and God said to him, 4“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You 
shall be the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your 
name be Abram, but your name shall be Abraham; for I have made 
you the ancestor of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you 
exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, and kings shall 
come from you. 7I will establish my covenant between me and you, 
and your offspring after you throughout their generations, for an 
everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your offspring after 
you.” 
 15God said to Abraham, “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not  
call her Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16I will bless her, and 
moreover I will give you a son by her. I will bless her, and she shall 
give rise to nations; kings of peoples shall come from her. 
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
 

PSALM 22:23-31 (Read Responsively) 
  23You who fear the LORD, give praise! All you of Jacob’s line,  
        give glory. Stand in awe of the LORD, all you off-spring of Israel. 
 24For the LORD does not despise nor abhor the poor in  
       their poverty; neither is the LORD’s face hidden from them; 
    but when they cry out, the LORD hears them. 
 25From you comes my praise in the great assembly; 
  I will perform my vows in the sight of those who fear the LORD. 
 26The poor shall eat and be satisfied, 
  Let those who seek the LORD give praise!  

May your hearts live forever!  
 27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the LORD; 
  all the families of nations shall bow before God. 
 28For dominion belongs to the LORD, 
  who rules over the nations. 
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 29Indeed, all who sleep in the earth shall bow down in worship; 
    all who go down to the dust, though they be dead,  

shall kneel before the LORD. 
 30Their descendants shall serve the LORD, 
  whom they shall proclaim to generations to come. 
 31They shall proclaim God’s deliverance to a people yet unborn, 
  saying to them, “The LORD has acted!” 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25 
13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to 
Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the 
righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are to 
be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings 
wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 
 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may 
rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to 
the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of 
Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have 
made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God 
in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into 
existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he 
believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” 
according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants 
be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, 
which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred 
years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s 
womb. 20No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of 
God, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being 
fully convinced that God was able to do what he had 
promised. 22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as 
righteousness.” 23Now the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were 
written not for his sake alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned 
to us who believe in him who raised Jesus our Lord from the 
dead, 25who was handed over to death for our trespasses and was 
raised for our justification.  
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (The assembly stands, if able, to welcome the gospel.)  

 

 

 
GOSPEL: Mark 8:31-38 
The holy gospel according to Mark, the eighth chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

31 [Jesus] began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo 
great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests, and 
the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.32He said all 
this quite openly. And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke 
him. 33But turning and looking at his disciples, he rebuked Peter and 
said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on 
divine things but on human things.” 
 34He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any 
want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up 
their cross and follow me. 35For those who want to save their life will 
lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of 
the gospel, will save it. 36For what will it profit them to gain the 
whole world and forfeit their life? 37Indeed, what can they give in 
return for their life? 38Those who are ashamed of me and of my 
words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of 
Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father 
with the holy angels.” 
This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON    
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  My Faith Looks Up to Thee 
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NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the      
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in God’s promise to reconcile all things, let us pray for the 
church, the well-being of creation, and a world in need. 

A brief silence. 
 

We turn to you for meaning, holy God. Nurture in your children the 
gifts of the Spirit poured out in baptism and let the mind of Christ 
guide the church. Give wisdom and discernment to our bishops, 
pastors, deacons, teachers, and leaders.  
 

The response for each petition is:   
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Accompany us on our journey, God of grace, and receive the prayers 
of our hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior.  Amen. 
 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

OFFERING 
Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the 
plates located near the entrances to the nave. 
 

CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING  
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and 
thanksgiving and the offering of our lives, that following in the way 
of the cross we may be instruments of your peace, and know the 
joy of life eternal; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you.     
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.     
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right… join their unending hymn)  
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land 
of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death 
to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
With your holy ones of all times and places, 
we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and help us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
 

LAMB OF GOD (sung as the distribution of the sacrament begins)   

COMMUNION 
The Sacrament will be offered with these words:  
The body of Christ, given for you.  
And The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Optional responses Amen or Thanks be to God or Renew us, Lord    
 

BLESSING   
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace. Amen.  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of 
heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be 
hunger for justice, our alms, a making of peace, and our prayer, the 
song of thankful hearts; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN:   In the Cross of Christ I Glory (on the next page) 
 

SHARING FOR SERVING: Mission Notices and Birthdays 
 

DISMISSAL     
Go in peace. Serve with joy.  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE     In the Cross of Christ I Glory          Edward Broughton 

 

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following: 
 

      Cole Barkley      Helen Barto          Luke Clawson  
      John Vrana      Mark Phillips                  Michael Clawson 
      Nancy Riedel     The Corniby Family         Mary Lutz 
      Stephanie Hogan     Sue Goehring                       Annastyn Hogan 
      Raquel Barron     Patty Grubbs                        Kim Morris 
      Carol Kerr      Dan & Mary Brittner           Kay Burr 
      The Family of Norma Butia          The Family of Cathy Cary Brown 
      The Family of Jeffrey Banyay 
 
 

      Please hold these members and friends of St. Peter’s in your prayers.  
 

       “The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” James 5:16 

 

The eternal candle 
is presented by 

Teresa O’Malley  
in celebration of Love. 

 

Today’s altar flowers are 
given by Karen Ferrari in 

loving memory of her 
brother, Robert A. Sarver, II 
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SENDING HYMN:   In the Cross of Christ I Glory  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for February  
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will support Sherri Ifft, Missionary.   
If you would like to support this cause, please mark the other line  

on your contribution envelope Sherry Ifft.   
Sherry was raised and confirmed here at St. Peters. 



 15 

ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH   

is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 
 

Presiding Bishop (ELCA)                               The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton 
Synodical Bishop (SW PA Synod)                The Rev. Kurt A. Kusserow 
Pastor                                                              The Rev. Brandon Johns 
Music Director and Organist                       Marlene Domhoff 
Office Secretary                                          Kimberly Peaco 
Sexton                                                              Joe Ludwik 
Acolyte       Luke Zoelle 
Assistant Minister Anna Plank 
Bell Ringer Jason Plank 
Greeters   Rick & Rita Reifenstein 
Lector Charlie Flach 
Ushers Troy Barkley & Dean Zinkhann 
Tech Support Heidi Beahm 
 

St. Peter’s Upcoming Events 

Mon. – Fri.  4 – 6 pm After School Program  

Mon. Feb. 26  6:30 pm Worship Meeting 

Tues. Feb 27  7:00 pm Dorcas Circle 

Wed. Feb 28  5:30 pm Manna Night 

   7:00 pm  Choir Practice 

Thurs. Feb 29  9:00 am Quilters Group 

   6:00 pm Meager Meal 

    7:00 pm Lenten Service 

   8:00 pm Bible Study 

Fri. March 1             12:00 pm 500 Club & Lunch 
 

Meager Meals & Service – are being held weekly on Thursdays. Soup and 
bread are served starting at 6 pm and the service follows at 7.  Please sign 
up in Luther Hall to donate item for these meals.  Hope to see you there! 
 

Fish Fry – Please mark your calendars for our annual Lenten Fish Fry.  It will 
be held on Friday, March 8th, from 4 - 6:30 pm this year.  Volunteers and 
donations are always welcome!   
 

WELCA – The Women of ELCA are having a virtual cluster meeting on  
March 2nd at 9:30 am.  Please see Marcia Reedy for more information. 
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Fasting for Change - This Lent consider not just the discipline of giving 
something up, but also giving something toward.  As part of your Lenten 
journey, you are invited to donate the money you would have spent on 
what you have given up to help us to bring the President of the Toliara 
Synod of Madagascar to our congregation and synod for a fellowship-
building visit.  Coin boxes are on tables in Luther Hall or you are welcome 
to mark the Other line on your contribution envelope.  You may choose to 
donate weekly, or give the sum of your savings at the end of Lent.   
Note:  offerings given in the contribution envelopes designated to Lent will 
go toward Lutherlyn’s Building for the Future campaign, which has allowed 
for them to renovate the Amphitheater and will next add new cabins.   
 

St. Peter’s Anniversary - The celebration of our 175th Anniversary has only 
begun!  If you have pictures or news to share from our church history, like 
pictures from activities or how the inside and outside of the church used to 
look or wedding photos, please share them with Rita to add to the fun of 
our celebration.  Just a reminder, too, that the commemorative Wendell 
August Forge ornaments are still available.  Please see Marsha Reedy. 
 

Did You Know…  Our church steeple has been strike by lightning at least 3 

times. The first time, the strike caused a fire. The other two strikes caused 

damage but no fire. Lightning arresters were installed after the third strike. 
 

Welcome to St. Peter’s  
We are thankful that you are here to worship with other Christians today.  
In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray that your worship experience will fill 
you with the grace and mercy of Almighty God through his Holy Spirit. 
New to St. Peter’s?  Please sign the GUEST REGISTER behind the last 
pew.  A handicapped accessible RESTROOM is located near the Van 
Buren Street entrance (through Luther Hall, past the kitchen, 
restroom is on the left in the foyer).  You are welcome to commune 
with us if that is your practice.  The Nursery is staffed by a volunteer 
and available for children and caregivers. Exit the rear of the nave and 
follow the steps to the basement, the nursery is on the left. There are 
activity bags in the back of the sanctuary and children’s bulletins 
geared for children ages 5 and up are at the nave entrances.    
 

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133.New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 


