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TONIGHT’S FOCUS WORD:  BEHOLD 
 
OPENING DIALOGUE   
Almighty God, Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit,  
grant us a quiet night and peace at the last.  Amen. 
 

It is good to give thanks to the Lord, 
to sing praise to your name, O Most High; 
to herald your love in the morning, 
your truth at the close of the day. 
By day, O God, 
you grant your steadfast love, 
and at night your song is with me, 
a prayer to the God of my life.  
 

EVENING HYMN:  Abide, O Dearest Jesus 
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
I confess to God Almighty, 
before the whole company of heaven, 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 
that I have sinned by my own fault in thought, word, and deed. 
I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, 
forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. 
Almighty and merciful God  
grant you healing, pardon, and forgiveness of all your sins. Amen. 
 
I confess to God Almighty, 
before the whole company of heaven, 
and to you, my brothers and sisters, 
that I have sinned by my own fault in thought, word, and deed. 
I pray God Almighty to have mercy on me, 
forgive me all my sins, and bring me to everlasting life. 
Almighty and merciful God 
grant you healing, pardon, and forgiveness of all your sins. Amen. 
 

Psalm 134 
1 Come, bless the Lord, all you servants of the Lord, 
    who stand by night in the house of the Lord! 
2 Lift up your hands to the holy place, 
    and bless the Lord. 
3 May the Lord, maker of heaven and earth, 
    bless you from Zion. 
 

Silence for reflection 

 
Let us pray.  
Lord God, where two or three gather in your name, you promise to 
be with them. Look upon your family gathered in your name, and 
graciously pour out your blessing upon us; for the sake of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
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CENTERING HYMN:  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 

 
 

 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:  Proverbs 23:22-26 
 22Listen to your father who begot you, 
 and do not despise your mother when she is old. 
 23Buy truth, and do not sell it; 
 buy wisdom, instruction, and understanding. 
 24The father of the righteous will greatly rejoice; 
 he who begets a wise son will be glad in him. 
 25Let your father and mother be glad; 
 let her who bore you rejoice. 
 26My child, give me your heart, 
 and let your eyes observe my ways. 
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 
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EPISTLE READING: Ephesians 3:8-21 
8Although I am the very least of all the saints, this grace was given 
to me to bring to the Gentiles the news of the boundless riches of 
Christ, 9and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery 
hidden for ages in God who created all things; 10so that through the 
church the wisdom of God in its rich variety might now be made 
known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11This 
was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out 
in Christ Jesus our Lord, 12in whom we have access to God in 
boldness and confidence through faith in him. 13I pray therefore 
that you may not lose heart over my sufferings for you; they are 
your glory. 14For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 
15from whom every family in heaven and on earth takes its name. 
16I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that 
you may be strengthened in your inner being with power through 
his Spirit, 17and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, 
as you are being rooted and grounded in love. 18I pray that you may 
have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is the 
breadth and length and height and depth, 19and to know the love of 
Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that you may be filled with all 
the fullness of God. 20Now to him who by the power at work within 
us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or 
imagine, 21to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all 
generations, forever and ever. Amen. 
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 
 

GOSPEL READING: John 19:25-27 
25 Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His mother, and His 
mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 
26 When Jesus therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He 
loved standing by, He said to His mother, “Woman, behold your 
son!” 27 Then He said to the disciple, “Behold your mother!” And 
from that hour that disciple took her to his own home. 
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 
 

REFLECTION PRESENTATION: “Behold” 
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REFLECTION HYMN:  Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song 

 

 
 

 
 

PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work or watch 
or weep this night, and give your angels charge over those who 
sleep.  Tend the sick, give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe 
the suffering, comfort the afflicted, shield the joyous, breath your 
peace into all the world; and all for your love’s sake. Amen. 
 

PEACE 
May the peace of Christ dwell in your hearts and fill your lives. 
Let us share Christ’s peace with one another. 
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE GIFTS OF GOD 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

…the thanksgiving continues led by Pastor and concludes with: 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

TABLE GRACE   
Let us pray.  The eyes of all wait upon you, O Lord, and you give 
them their food in due season. You open your hand and satisfy the 
desire of every living creature.  Lord God, heavenly Father, bless us 
and these your gifts, which we receive from your bountiful 
goodness, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Lord taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Let us taste together the goodness of the forgiveness of God. 
 

COMMUNION 
 

BLESSING   
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.   Amen.   
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us 
into your presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us 
at your table of peace. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to 
love you with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, 
and honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. 
Amen.   
 

BENEDICTION  
Now may the forgiving grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal, 
encompassing love of God the Father and the enlightening, peace-
giving presence of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen. 
 

DISMISSAL 
Forgiven by God, go in the peace won for you through Christ and 
the cross.  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE 
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