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PRELUDE Peace Be Unto You Louise E. Stairs
BELL RINGING
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,
and of the *+ Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the * Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



! y I | — L I

GATHERING HYMN: Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty
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where my soul in joy - ful du -ty waits for God who
where we find thee and a - dore thee, there a heav’n on
let  my soul, where it is plant-ed, bring forth pre - cious sheaves a

how - so-e’er temp - ta - tions thick-en, may thy word still o’er

an - swers prayer.
earth must be.
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Text: Benjamin Schmolck, 1672-1737; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: UNSER HERRSCHER, Joachim Neander, 1650-1680

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with

may I un - dis-turbed draw near thee while thou dost thy peo - ple feed.
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Oh, how bless-ed is  this place, filled with so - lace, light, and grace!
To my heart,oh, en - ter thou, let it be thy tem-ple now!
so that all I hear may be fruit - ful un - to life in me.
as my guid-ing star through life, as my com-fort in all strife.
Here of life the foun-tain flows; here is balm for all our woes.
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. O God, you are the tree of life, offering shelter to all the
world. Graft us into yourself and nurture our growth, that we may
bear your truth and love to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
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SPECIAL MUSIC
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 17:22-24
22Thus says the Lord God:
I myself will take a sprig from the lofty top of a cedar;
| will set it out.
| will break off a tender one
from the topmost of its young twigs;
I myself will plant it
on a high and lofty mountain.
230n the mountain height of Israel
I will plant it,
in order that it may produce boughs and bear fruit,
and become a noble cedar.
Under it every kind of bird will live;
in the shade of its branches will nest
winged creatures of every kind.
24A11 the trees of the field shall know
that | am the Lord.
| bring low the high tree,
| make high the low tree;
| dry up the green tree
and make the dry tree flourish.
| the Lord have spoken; | will accomplish it.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

PSALM 92:1-4,12-15 (Read Responsively)
It is a good thing to give thanks to the Lord,
to sing praise to your name, O Most High;
%to herald your love in the morning
and your faithfulness at night;
3on the psaltery, and on the lyre,
and to the melody of the harp.
“For you have made me glad by your acts, O Lord;
and | shout for joy because of the works of your hands.
5}



2The righteous shall flourish like a palm tree,
and shall spread abroad like a cedar of Lebanon.
BThose who are planted in the house of the Lord
shall flourish in the courts of our God;
Ythey shall still bear fruit in old age;
they shall be green and succulent;
that they may show how upright the Lord is,
my rock, in whom there is no injustice.

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:6-17

So we are always confident; even though we know that while we
are at home in the body we are away from the Lord—’for we walk by
faith, not by sight. 8Yes, we do have confidence, and we would rather
be away from the body and at home with the Lord. °So whether we
are at home or away, we make it our aim to please him. °For all of
us must appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each may
receive recompense for what has been done in the body, whether
good or evil.

UTherefore, knowing the fear of the Lord, we try to persuade
others; but we ourselves are well known to God, and | hope that we
are also well known to your consciences. *We are not commending
ourselves to you again, but giving you an opportunity to boast about
us, so that you may be able to answer those who boast in outward
appearance and not in the heart. 3For if we are beside ourselves, it
is for God; if we are in our right mind, it is for you. 4For the love of
Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has died for
all; therefore all have died. >And he died for all, so that those who
live might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and
was raised for them.

®From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point
of view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of
view, we know him no longer in that way. ¥’So if anyone is in Christ,
there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new!
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Mark 4:26-34
The holy gospel according to Mark, the 4t chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

26[Jesus] said, “The kingdom of God is as if someone would scatter
seed on the ground,?’and would sleep and rise night and day, and
the seed would sprout and grow, he does not know how. 26The earth
produces of itself, first the stalk, then the head, then the full grain in
the head. 2But when the grain is ripe, at once he goes in with his
sickle, because the harvest has come.”

30He also said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or
what parable will we use for it? 3It is like a mustard seed, which,
when sown upon the ground, is the smallest of all the seeds on
earth; 32yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes the greatest of
all shrubs, and puts forth large branches, so that the birds of the air
can make nests in its shade.”

3With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they
were able to hear it; >*he did not speak to them except in parables,
but he explained everything in private to his disciples.
This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY: God of the Fertile Fields
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Text: Geongia Hatkness, 18911974, a1
Mugie: ITALIAN HYMIN, Felieg de Ginediod, 1716-1796
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APOSTLES CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
We come before the triune God to pray for our communities,
ourselves, and our world.

A brief silence.

Nourish your faithful people through gifts of word and worship.
Guide the church in listening to and interpreting your message of
grace for this time and place in history. In your wisdom, lead us in
expanding the reach of your love.

The response for each petition is:
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers, O God, and come quickly to our aid, through the
power of the Spirit and the love of Jesus Christ. Amen.



PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING
Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the
plates located near the entrances to the nave.

OFFERTORY SONG: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow

N L | | , | | L
V& " — —— T i i -
7 f ; g — i
ANV
S S
Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow; praise him, all crea-tures here be - low;
0 g o e e , P o o
g # 8 o5 g 7 . ‘
A | —F |
} ! }
0 u . | .
DA I 1 | T } I 1 | | Il |
E—!’_‘j \ T ’ Ftﬁ:gxﬂ
v [ ﬁ 7 f O

praise him a-bove, ye heav'n-ly host; praise Fa-ther, Son,and Ho - ly Ghost.

) e ® 0o o
DN 2 ) e}
Y] = | 7] !
KX | Il
7 ! I I I

I I I ! F

¢

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. (silence) Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with
your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has
been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be
what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right....join their unending hymn)
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.




LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Lord taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Let us join together in the heavenly banquet that has no end.

LAMB OF GOD (sung as the distribution of the sacrament begins)

Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin of the world; have
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
COMMUNION

The Sacrament will be offered with these words:
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Optional responses Amen or Thanks be to God or Renew us, Lord

BLESSING
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep

you in his grace. Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of
salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your
people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may
proclaim with joy your redeeming love to the world and continue
forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and +F give you peace. Amen.
SENDING SONG: Sent Forth By God’s Blessing (on next page)
SHARING FOR SERVING: Mission Notices and Birthdays

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Recessional E.K. Heyser

The Altar Flowers are given ol The eternal candle is presented
by Bea King ok by Tom & Cindy Ayers
in memory of Sandy. * Lot in memory of

/. \| theirparents and son-in-law.

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for June
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause supports Evans City Fire Department.
If you would like to support this cause, please mark
the Other line on your contribution envelope Fire Department.

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following:

Cole Barkley Helen Barto Luke Clawson
Michael Clawson Stephanie Hogan Joseph Marburger
Dan & Mary Brittner Joe Marburger Audrey Smith

Kim Morgan Brian Kenney Sandy Mullins
Maggie Daugherty Rick Marburger Davy Wildman
Ray Snider Dylan Rast Alexander Dorsch

Families of Ann Henderson, Norma Petanovich, and Butch Zattiero
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SENDING SONG: Sent Forth By God’s Blessing
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Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.
Music: THE ASH GROVE, Welsh folk tune
Text © 1964 World Library Publications, 3708 River Rd., Franklin Park, IL 60131-2158. All rights reserved.
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St. Peter’s Upcoming Events:

Mon — Fri. 7:30am -4 pm ASP Kid Camp
Wed. June 19 10am -3 pm Community Sewing Group
Thur. June 20 9:00 am Quilters Group
7:00 pm Boy Scouts
Sat. June 22 4:00 pm Pirates Game Outing

."fg\‘ ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
] ,' 90 is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod of
K2 the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

Presiding Bishop (ELCA) The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Synodical Bishop (SWPA Synod) The Rev. Kurt A. Kusserow
Pastor The Rev. Brandon Johns
Organist & Music Director Marlene Domhoff
Office Secretary Kimberly Peaco
Sexton Joe Ludwik
Acolyte Mark Zoelle
Assisting Minister Teresa O’Malley
Bell Ringer Jason Plank
Greeters Charlie & Patti Flach
Lector Marsha Reedy
Nursery Pat Capella
Tech Support Adam Price
Ushers Joe Ludwik & Tom Ayres

St. Peter’s Anniversary — Did You Know...In 1925, the Lutheran
Church women published the first cookbook — Kitchen Delights.

WELCA School Kits — The collection will be ongoing through mid-
September. Our goal for this year is 175 school kits in celebration
of our 175™ Anniversary. To help with reaching that goal, there is
a donation poster in Luther Hall. Please consider taking a tag or
two and donating the items to help make much needed school kits.

WELCA - Our next general meeting will be held on Tuesday, June
18t™, with a tureen dinner starting at 6:30 pm. We will meet in
the picnic shelter if weather permits, or Luther Hall if not.
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Welcome to St. Peter’s

We are thankful that you are here to worship
with other Christians today. In the name of Jesus
Christ, we pray that your worship experience will
fill you with the grace and mercy of Almighty
God through his Holy Spirit.

Newcomers and Guests

New to St. Peter’s? Please sign the GUEST REGISTER behind the
last pew. A handicapped accessible RESTROOM is located near
the Van Buren Street entrance (through Luther Hall, past the
kitchen, restroom is on the left in the foyer). You are welcome
to commune with us if that is your practice.

Nursery - is staffed by a volunteer and available for children and
caregivers. Exit the rear of the nave and follow the steps to the
basement, the nursery is on the left. The service can be heard
through an intercom in the nursery. There are activity bags in
the back of the sanctuary and children’s bulletins geared for
children ages 5 and up are at the nave entrances.

Staying in Touch:

Our church office is open Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from
9 am until noon. Pastor is often there also or by appointment.
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet:

Church Office: 724.538.5810

Church Email: stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net

Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com

Church Website: www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org

Church Facebook Page: St. Peter’s Lutheran Church

Sunday Bulletin Deadline: Wednesdays at 10:00 AM.
Newsletter deadline: Third Sunday of the Month

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS:

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133.New
Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
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