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“God destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ,
according to the good pleasure of his will” ~Ephesians 1:5

Fighth Sunday after Pentecost

July 14, 2024
10:15 Worship Service

Pastor Brandon Johns



PRELUDES
- Morning Calm Ray S. Stoughton
- They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love St. Peter’s Pipers

BELL RINGING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,
and of the * Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: Blessed Assurance
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I Bless-ed as-sur-ance,Je-sus is mine! Oh,what a fore-taste of glo-ry di- vine!
2 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, per-fect de-light, vi-sions of rap-ture now burst on my sight;

3 Per-fect sub-mis-sion, all is at rest; I in my Sav-ior am hap-py and blest,
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Heir of sal-va - tion, pur-chase of God, born of his Spir-it, washed in his blood.
an - gels de-scend-ing bring from a-bove ech - oes of mer -cy, whis-pers of love.
watch-ing and wait-ing, look -ing a-bove, filled with his good-ness, lost in his love.
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This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav - ior all the day long:
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song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: ASSURANCE, Phoebe P. Knapp, 1830-1908




GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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1 For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out  your im - passioned re - sponse to the
3 For peacein our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, . for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, from you come all holy desires, all good
counsels, and all just works. Give to us, your servants, that peace
which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your
commandments; and also that we, being defended from the fear of
our enemies, may live in peace and quietness, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC: St. Peter’s Pipers

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Amos 7:7-15
"This is what [the Lord God] showed me: the Lord was standing
beside a wall built with a plumb line, with a plumb line in his hand.
8And the Lord said to me, “Amos, what do you see?” And | said,
“A plumb line.” Then the Lord said,
“See, | am setting a plumb line in the midst of my people Israel;
| will never again pass them by;
%the high places of Isaac shall be made desolate,
and the sanctuaries of Israel shall be laid waste,
and | will rise against the house of Jeroboam with the sword.”
0Then Amaziah, the priest of Bethel, sent to King Jeroboam of
Israel, saying, “Amos has conspired against you in the very center of
the house of Israel; the land is not able to bear all his words. *For
thus Amos has said,
‘Jeroboam shall die by the sword,
and Israel must go into exile away from his land.””
2And Amaziah said to Amos, “O seer, go, flee away to the land of
Judah, earn your bread there, and prophesy there; 3but never again
prophesy at Bethel, for it is the king’s sanctuary, and it is a temple of
the kingdom.”
4Then Amos answered Amaziah, “l am no prophet, nor a
prophet’s son; but | am a herdsman, and a dresser of sycamore trees,
and the Lord took me from following the flock, and the Lord said to
me, ‘Go, prophesy to my people Israel.””
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
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PSALM 85:8-13 (Read Responsively)
8 will listen to what the Lord God is saying;

for you speak peace to your faithful people

and to those who turn their hearts to you.

9Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,

that your glory may dwell in our land.
0sSteadfast love and faithfulness have met together;

righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
1Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,

and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
2The Lord will indeed grant prosperity,

and our land will yield its increase.
13Righteousness shall go before the Lord

and shall prepare for God a pathway.

SECOND READING: Ephesians 1:3-14

3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has
blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,
4just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be
holy and blameless before him in love. *He destined us for adoption as
his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his
will, ®to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in
the Beloved. ’In him we have redemption through his blood, the
forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace 8that
he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight °he has made known to
us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set
forth in Christ, 1%as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all things
in him, things in heaven and things on earth. In Christ we have also
obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose
of him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and

will, 2so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might
live for the praise of his glory. *3In him you also, when you had heard
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed in him,
were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; *this is the
pledge of our inheritance toward redemption as God’s own people, to
the praise of his glory.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Mark 6:14-29
The holy gospel according to Mark, the 6™ chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

14King Herod heard of [the disciples’ preaching,] for Jesus’ name had
become known. Some were saying, “John the baptizer has been
raised from the dead; and for this reason these powers are at work in
him.” >But others said, “It is Elijah.” And others said, “It is a prophet,
like one of the prophets of old.” ®But when Herod heard of it, he
said, “John, whom | beheaded, has been raised.”

YFor Herod himself had sent men who arrested John, bound him,
and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s
wife, because Herod had married her. 8For John had been telling
Herod, “It is not lawful for you to have your brother’s wife.” *°And
Herodias had a grudge against him, and wanted to kill him. But she
could not, 2°for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous
and holy man, and he protected him. When he heard him, he was
greatly perplexed; and yet he liked to listen to him. 2'But an
opportunity came when Herod on his birthday gave a banquet for his
courtiers and officers and for the leaders of Galilee. 2?When his
daughter Herodias came in and danced, she pleased Herod and his
guests; and the king said to the girl, “Ask me for whatever you wish,
and | will give it.” 2And he solemnly swore to her, “Whatever you
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ask me, | will give you, even half of my kingdom.” 2*She went out and
said to her mother, “What should | ask for?” She replied, “The head
of John the baptizer.” 22Immediately she rushed back to the king and
requested, “l want you to give me at once the head of John the
Baptist on a platter.” 2°The king was deeply grieved; yet out of regard
for his oaths and for the guests, he did not want to refuse her.
Z’Immediately the king sent a soldier of the guard with orders to
bring John’s head. He went and beheaded him in the prison,
28hrought his head on a platter, and gave it to the girl. Then the girl
gave it to her mother. 2?When his disciples heard about it, they came
and took his body, and laid it in a tomb.

This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: Faith of Our Fathers (on the next page)

APOSTLES CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Faith of Our Fathers
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2 Faith of our moth - ers, dar - ing faith, your work for Christ is
3 Faith of our sis - ters, broth-ers too, who still must bear op -
4 Faith born of God, oh, call us yet, bind us with all who
mﬁ; &ﬁ -t ﬁ P I — F—V—Zi'—|
e > rerr e K |
' i L— L— S Ca— — ]
= ! ! !
0 u , |
b - : I I f I ; —§ PR— |
y 4% [ f ] ! 4 ! | S — —— |
1 | i —
; i - ‘ 23 P
fire, and sword. Oh, how our hearts beat high with joy
love re - vealed, spread-ingGod’s word from  pole to  pole,
pres - sion’s might, rais - ing on high, in pris - ons dark,
fol - low you, shar - ing the strug - gle of your Cross
—~
F o
M [ o | I | |
e PP | |
! \I 1T ! ! I } I I 1 ]
Refrai
0 u | N S | | |
b . I N 17y B |
| I ] .
when-e’er we hear that glo - rious word. Faith of our fa - thers,
mak - ing love known and  free - dom real Faith of our moth - ers,
the cross of Christ still  burn - ing bright. Faith for to - day, O
un - til the world is made a - new. Faith born of God, O
. 2. rf o F E
J‘ [ F7- | I | I
het— o - | | x ' |
1 1 1 ' | 1 ' I
0 u . | . .
A ] — : = ]
© g 5 9« = % ¢ g |
J r 2 “ y 2 \r ‘
ho - ly faith, we will be  truc to  you till  dcath.
ho - 1y faith, we will be  true to you till - death.
liv - ing faith, we will be  true to you till  death.
liv - ing faith, we will be  truc to  you till  death.
i’\
2 o - — J
kX" I I I I I i |
> ). | | I = | il |
Vi e | | | 77 [ = | il |
T I - T =i I 1

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863. st. 1, alt; Joseph R. Alfred, b. 1947, sts. 2-4

Music: ST. CATHERINE, Henri F. Hemy. 1818-1888; James G. Walton. 1821-1905, refrain

Text sts. 2-4 © Joscph R. Alfred. admin. Augsburg Fortress
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
One in the communion of saints and in the power of the Holy Spirit,
we join our voices in prayer. A brief silence.

You gather your people into the body of Christ. Where your church is
wounded, heal it. Where it is right, strengthen it. Where it is divided,
reunite it.

The response for each petition is:
In your mercy, hear our prayer.

Holy God, holy and merciful: into your outstretched arms we
commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting in the one
who is the way, the truth, and the life, Jesus Christ our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING
Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the
plates located near the entrances to the nave.

OFFERTORY SONG: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow; praise him, all crea-tures here be -low;
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praise him a-bove, ye heav'n-ly host; praise Fa-ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.
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Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. (silence) Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with
your very self, and called us to the feast of plenty. Gather what has
been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal. Make us to be
what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right... join their unending hymn)
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER (Led in song by St. Peter’s Pipers)

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit let us pray as our Lord taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Let us join together in the heavenly banquet that has no end.

LAMB OF GOD (sung as the distribution of the sacrament begins)
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world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
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COMMUNION

The Sacrament will be offered with these words:

The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Optional responses Amen or Thanks be to God or Renew us, Lord

BLESSING
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of
salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your
people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may
proclaim with joy your redeeming love to the world and continue
forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and +F give you peace. Amen.
SENDING SONG: Lead On, O King Eternal (on the next page)
SHARING FOR SERVING: Mission Notices and Birthdays

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Unto Thee Do We Give Thanks James Denton

Monthly Benevolent Cause for July
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause supports Evans City Library. If you would
like to support this cause, please mark the Other line on your contribution
envelope Library.

The Altar Flowers are given The eternal candle is presented
by Eilene Budisky in memory of by Marlene Domhoff in loving
Ralph Frishkorn memory of Bob Domhoff.
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SENDING SONG: Lead On, O King Eternal
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I Lead on, O King e - ter - nal! The day of marchhas come;
2 Lead on, O King e - ter - nal, till sin’s fierce war shall cease,
3 Lead on, O King e - ter - nal: we fol - low, not with fears,
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hence-forth in fields of con - quest your tents will be our home.
and ho - li - ness shall whis - per the sweet a - men of peace;
for  glad-ness breaks like morn - ing wher - e’er your face ap - pears.
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Through days of prep - a - ra - tion your grace has made us strong;
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Your cross is  lift - ed Oo’er us; we jour-ney in its light;
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and now, O King e - ter - nal, we lift our bat - tle song.
but deeds of love and mer - cy the heav'n-ly king-dom comes.
the crown a- waits the con - quest;lead on, O God of might!
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Text: Ernest W. Shurtleff, 1862-1917
Music: LANCASHIRE, Henry T. Smart, 1813-1879
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Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following:

Cole Barkley Helen Barto Luke Clawson
Michael Clawson Brian Kenney Lucille Wingard
Troy Barkley Pat VanDyke Jacob Savisky
Denny Barkley Carol Henry Dylan Rast

St. Peter’s Upcoming Events:

Mon. July 15 6:15 pm Softball Game - ML

Thur. July 18 9:00 am Quilters Group
7:00 pm Boy Scouts

Sat. July 20 6:30 pm Game Night

St. Peter’s Anniversary - Did you know...In 1974 a double-faced sign was
placed on the corner of Harrison Street and Washington Street.

.’A: =\l ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
©® iy s a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod of

Y2 the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).
Pastor The Rev. Brandon Johns
Organist & Music Director Marlene Domhoff
Office Secretary Kimberly Peaco
Sexton Joe Ludwik
Acolyte Meera Lindgren
Assisting Minister Anna Plank
Bell Ringer Adam Price
Greeters Ted & Marge Lindgren
Lector Becky Rengers
Nursery Beverly Barkley
Tech Support Heidi Beahm
Ushers Dan & Casey Guerriero

Peach Festival — Next Sunday after worship, we will have a special

summertime fellowship gathering. Everyone is invited to stay and head to
the picnic shelter for some food and fun that’s just peachy. Bring a peach-
themed dish to share if able, and be prepared for mouth-watering delight.

Food Cupboard — Please stay after worship to help pack up food for our
neighbors in need. Also we are collecting deodorant in July.
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Welcome to St. Peter’s

We are thankful that you are here to worship with
other Christians today. In the name of Jesus Christ,
we pray that your worship experience will fill you
with the grace and mercy of Almighty God through
his Holy Spirit.

Newcomers and Guests

New to St. Peter’s? Please sign the GUEST REGISTER behind the
last pew. A handicapped accessible RESTROOM is located near the
Van Buren Street entrance (through Luther Hall, past the kitchen,
restroom is on the left in the foyer). You are welcome to commune
with us if that is your practice.

Nursery - is staffed by a volunteer and available for children and
caregivers. Exit the rear of the nave and follow the steps to the
basement, the nursery is on the left. The service can be heard
through an intercom in the nursery. There are activity bags in the
back of the sanctuary and children’s bulletins geared for children
ages 5 and up are at the nave entrances.

Staying in Touch:

Our church office is open Monday, Wednesday, and Friday from
9 am until noon. Pastor is often there also or by appointment.
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet:

Church Office: 724.538.5810

Church Email: stpetersicec@zoominternet.net

Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com

Church Website: www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org

Church Facebook Page: St. Peter’s Lutheran Church

Sunday Bulletin Deadline: Wednesdays at 10:00 AM.
Newsletter deadline: Third Sunday of the Month

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS:

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133.New
Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the
National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by
permission. All rights reserved.
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