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PRELUDE
BELL RINGING

PROCESSIONAL HYMN: O Praise the Gracious Power
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1 Oh, praise the gra-cious pow’r that tum - bles walls of fear
2 Oh, praise per-sis - tent truth that o - pens fist - ed minds
3 Oh, praise in-clu - sive love, en - cir - cling ev-’ry race,
4 Oh, praise the word of faith that claims us as God’s own,
5 Oh, praise the tide of grace that laps at ev-'ry shore
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and gath-ers in one  house of faith all strang-ers far and near:
and eas-es from their anx-ious clutch the prej - u - dice that blinds:
ob - liv -i-ous to gen-der, wealth,to  so - cial rank or place:
a liv -ing tem - ple built on Christ, our rock and cor - ner - stone:
with vi-sionsof a world at peace, no lon - ger bled by war:
n Refrain
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We praise you, Christ! Your cross has made us one!
6 Oh, praise the pow’r, the truth, 7 Oh, praise the living Christ
the love, the word, the tide. with faith’s bright songful voice!
Yet more than these, oh, praise their source, ~ Announce the gospel to the world
praise Christ the crucified:  Refrain and with these words rejoice:  Refrain

Text: Thomas H. Troeger, b. 1945
Music: CHRISTPRAISE RAY, Carol Doran, b. 1936
Text and music from New Hymus for the Lectionary, © 1984 Oxford University Press, Inc.

GATHERING LITANY

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever.

There is one Body and one Spirit;

There is one hope in God's call to us;

One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;

One God and Father of all.

Blessed be God, who by the Word, is revealed to be perfect Love.

Blessed be God whose grace is freely given to all,

conveyed to us through water, word, bread, and wine.

Blessed be God who sustains and protects his Holy Church.

And blessed be God who sanctifies us and guides us in our faith.
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE: Give to Our God Immortal Praise
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Text: Isaac Watts, 16741748
Music: DUKE STREET, attr. J

ohn Hatton, d. 1793

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Gracious Father, we pray for your holy catholic church.
Fill it with all truth and peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it
is in error, direct it; where in anything it is amiss, reform it; where it
is right, strengthen it; where it is in need, provide for it; where it is
divided, reunite it; for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now

and forever. A

men.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CHOIR ANTHEM
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34

31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when | will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will
not be like the covenant that | made with their ancestors when |
took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a
covenant that they broke, though | was their husband, says

the Lord. 33But this is the covenant that | will make with the house
of Israel after those days, says the Lord: | will put my law within
them, and | will write it on their hearts; and | will be their God, and
they shall be my people. 3*No longer shall they teach one another,
or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me,
from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for | will
forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

PSALM 46
'God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
’Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
3though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
>God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
5The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
"The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8Come now, regard the works of the Lord,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
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behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,
and burns the shields with fire.
10“Be still, then, and know that | am God;
I will be exalted among the nations;
| will be exalted in the earth.”
1The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28
Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who
are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the
whole world may be held accountable to God. 2°For “no human
being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law,
for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 2!But now, apart
from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is
attested by the law and the prophets, ?’the righteousness of God
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no
distinction, Zsince all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God;
Zthey are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 2whom God put forward as a
sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did
this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he
had passed over the sins previously committed; 2°it was to prove at
the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies
the one who has faith in Jesus.

2’Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law?
By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 2For we hold that a
person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!




GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (The assembly stands, if able, to welcome the gospel.)
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to spread its  light from age to age shall be our chief en - deav - or.

Through life it guides our ways; in death it  is our stay. Lord, grant while
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time shall last  your church may hold it fast through-out all gen-er-a - tions.

Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Ole G. Belsheim, 1861-1925, alt.
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther, 1483-1546

GOSPEL: John 8:31-36
The holy gospel according to John, the 8t chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

31)esus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue
in my word, you are truly my disciples; 3?and you will know the
truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We
are descendants of Abraham and have never been slaves to
anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?”

34)esus answered them, “Very truly, | tell you, everyone who
commits sin is a slave to sin. 3*The slave does not have a permanent
place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 3¢So if the
Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON F—-ﬁ
" MERE




HYMN OF THE DAY: Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word
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1 Lord, keep wus stead-fast in your word; curb those who
2 Lord Je - sus Christ, your pow’r make known, for you are
3 0 Com - fort - er of price - less worth, send peace and
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and bring to naught  all he has done.
may sing your praise e - ter - nal - ly
and lead us out of death to life.
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Text: Martin Luther, 1483—1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 18271878, alt.
Music: ERHALT UNS, HERR, J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder, 1543

‘'l must listen to the
Gospel. It tells me,not
what: Lmust do, but
what Jesus C‘Hrlst,
the Son of GOd,n o
has done for me.”,
Martin Luther,

)
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Challenged by God’s Word in Christ, let us pray for the church, the
world, and the whole creation.

A brief silence.



Lord of all, we give thanks for the whole church throughout the
world. Open wide the paths toward unity between denominations
so that all followers of Christ may join in shared worship and
mission.

The response for each petition is: God of grace, hear our prayer.

Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in the saving grace you freely give, both now and forever.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING
Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the
plates located near the entrances to the nave.

OFFERTORY: O Lord, We Praise You
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1 O Lord, we praise you, bless you, and a - dore you, in thanks -
2 Your ho -ly bod - y in - to death was giv - en, life to
3 Lord God, be - stow on us your grace and fa - vor, that we
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that re - mind us! O Lord, have mer - cy!
blest com - mu -  nion. O Lord, have mer - cy!

Text: German hymn, 15th cent., st. 1; Martin Luther, 1483-1546, sts. 2-3; tr. composite
Music: GOTT SEI GELOBET UND GEBENEDEIET, J. Walter, Geistliche Gesangbiichlein, 1524
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, source of every gift of your
creation. By these gifts and with our lives, help us to serve one
another and all in need, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

DIALOGUE
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right... join their unending hymn)
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Lord taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
11



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet. Christ gathers us in.

LAMB OF GOD (sung as the distribution of the sacrament begins)
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.
COMMUNION

The Sacrament will be offered with these words:
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Optional responses Amen or Thanks be to God or Renew us, Lord

BLESSING

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. Holy God, you have welcomed us to this meal

and fed us with dignity at your table. Send us now to welcome
others and to be at peace with one another, through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen

BENEDICTION

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. Amen.
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The Lord of hosts is he! Christ Je - sus, might - y Lord,
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SHARING FOR SERVING: Mission Notices and Birthdays

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following:

Cole Barkley Lucille Wingard Luke Clawson
Michael Clawson Joan Gumpp Troy Barkley
Jeff MacKay Roberta Domhoff Vickie Baker
Lisa Burr Raquel Barron Annastyn Hogan
Bill Boice Marlene Domhoff

The Zorn & Brittner Families
The families of Blaine Miller, Sandy Mullins,
Patricia Van Dyke and Alex Kinch

Please hold these members and friends of St. Peter’s in your prayers.
“The prayer of the righteous is powerful and effective.” James 5:16

The altar flowers are presented The eternal candle is presented
by Karen Ferrari, in loving by Debbie & Jim Merrison
memory of her father, in memory of
Robert Sarver Ruth Corfield’s birthday

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for October
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will support Lutheran Service Society.
If you would like to support this cause, please mark the Other line on
your contribution envelope.

Congregational Meeting — On Sunday, Nov. 10", we will have our
annual congregational meeting. We will consider and approve a
mission spending plan (budget) for our community, as well as elect
people we believe to be called by God into leadership for this season
in our congregation’s life.

Turkey Dinner — Our annual Turkey Dinner will be on Saturday,
November 16™. A portion of the proceeds from our Turkey Dinner this
year will go to the Evans City Library.
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St. Peter’s Upcoming Events:

Mon.-Friday 4-6 pm After School Program
Mon. Oct. 28 2-7:00 pm Blood Drive
7:00 pm Boy Scouts
7:00 pm Worship Meeting
Wed. Oct. 30 10:00 am Community Quilting Group
5:30 pm Manna Night
Thur. Oct. 31 10:00 am Quilters Group
7:00 pm Bible Study
Fri. Nov. 1 12 pm 500 Club & Lunch
Sat. Nov. 2 9:00 am Sight and Sound Theater

ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

Presiding Bishop (ELCA) The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton
Synodical Bishop (SWPA Synod) The Rev. Kurt A. Kusserow
Companion Synod President (Toliara) The Rev. Angelos Modeste
Pastor The Rev. Brandon Johns
Organist Marge Wearing
Sexton Joe Ludwik
Secretary Kimberly Peaco
Acolyte Alyssa Mossor
Assisting Minister Glenn Fulghum
Bell Ringer Adam Price
Greeters Debbie & Jim Merrison
Lector Cheryl Thomas
Nursery Beverly Barkley
Tech Support Heidi Beahm
Ushers Dan & Casey Guerriero
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Welcome to St. Peter’s

We are thankful that you are here to worship with
other Christians today. In the name of Jesus
Christ, we pray that your worship experience will
fill you with the grace and mercy of Almighty God
through his Holy Spirit.

Newcomers and Guests

New to St. Peter’s? Please sign the GUEST REGISTER behind
the last pew. A handicapped accessible RESTROOM is located
near the Van Buren Street entrance (through Luther Hall, past
the kitchen, restroom is on the left in the foyer). You are
welcome to commune with us if that is your practice.

Nursery - is staffed by a volunteer and available for children
and caregivers. Exit the rear of the nave and follow the steps
to the basement, the nursery is on the left. The service can be
heard through an intercom in the nursery. There are activity
bags in the back of the sanctuary and children’s bulletins
geared for children ages 5 and up are at the nave entrances.

Staying in Touch:

Our church office is open Monday through Friday from
9 am until noon. Pastor is often there also or by appointment.
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet:
Church Office: 724.538.5810

Church Email: stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net

Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com

Church Website: www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org
Church Facebook Page: St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
Sunday Bulletin Deadline: Wednesdays at 10:00 AM.
Newsletter deadline: Third Sunday of the Month

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS:

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133.New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Blood Drive — We will be working with Vitalant to host our annual
blood drive tomorrow from 2-7pm. If you need help signing up to
donate, please let Pastor know. Also, if you would like to be part of
the hospitality team, welcoming people to our church and/or
providing cookies for donors, please let Pastor know that as well.

All Saints Sunday — We give thanks to God in worship for the gift of
baptism, which makes us a part of the community of saints because
in baptism God sets us apart as holy people of God. We also honor
God for the lives of those we love who have died in the previous
year especially, but also any loved ones whose life and death we
would like to remember before God. Members of our community
who have died in the previous year will have their names read
during the service and have a candle lit by Pastor as we remember
that their light continues to shine in us and before God. Everyone
will be invited to also light a candle for them or any other loved
ones during the worship service.

Parsonage Roof — Unfortunately, in the midst of our nave project, it
was discovered that our parsonage roof is leaking. It seems that
the ridge vent was not constructed properly when it was built. As
the whole roof is 16 years old, council accepted Property
Committee’s recommendation to replace the roof with a new metal
one, which will happen in the coming weeks at the cost of a little
over $8,000.

History Books — The History of St. Peter’s books are on sale for $5.

Thank You — to everyone who helped in any way to make our
Pumpkin Fest wonderful here at St. Peter’s yesterday. It was

a night of fantastic spirit and fun, all while raising money to help
provide community families with loving childcare by funding
scholarships to our After School Program.

Worship Volunteers — Anyone, third grade and older interesting in
learning how to acolyte or teens and adults interested in becoming
lectors, assisting ministers, ushers, or bell ringers, please see Pastor
and we’ll schedule a training when it works for those interested.
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LUTHERAN DISASTER RESPOMNSE

HURRICANE HELENE

OCTOBER 2024

In late September, Hurricane Helene

hit the coast of Florida as a Category 4
hurricane, ravaging communities in the
southeast, from Florida to Virgina. As

the floodwaters have started to recede, the
extreme devastation — especially in North
Carolina and Tennessee — has become
clearer. Entire towns, roads and bridges
have been washed away, and millions are
without power and cell service.

Whatever unfolds because of this storm,
Lutheran Disaster Response will be
there. Lutheran Disaster Response has
strong relationships in the region and is
already at work on the ground. Working
alongside synods and other partners,

YES, | WANT TO HELP!

ELCA.org/huricanes

Lutheran Disaster Response is prepared
to provide support throughout the
impacted region. We anticipate that our
greatest impact will be reaching those in
underserved and rural areas.

Gifts to Lutheran Disaster Response
equip us to respond to those affected by
hurricanes and related disasters, such as
mudslides, severe storms and flooding,.
These gifis also empower us to respond
to disasters whenever and wherever
they strike. Gifts to “Hurricane
Response” will be used in full (100%) to
assist those affected by hurricanes, until
the response is complete,

O Lutheran Disaster Response: Where needed most b DDGOO10
O Lutheran Disaster Response: Hurvicane Response % DDGOORT
MNami

Address

City State ZIP code

Email address

Scan to
give online

B

Give through your congregation or make your check out to
Lutheran Disaster Response and send to:

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,

ELCA Gift Processing Center, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, VA
22116-8009 and write “Where needed most " or

“Hurricane Response” on your check’s memo line.

Bl-LDR2410
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