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PRELUDE                         The Lighted Path                 Carl James 
 

BELL RINGING  
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, 
the rock who gave us birth, 
our light and our salvation. 
Amen. 
 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness. 
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, 
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters 
 

and by your Word you created the world, 
calling forth life in which you took delight. 
 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family. 
 

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into 
freedom. 
 

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the 
Holy Spirit. 
 

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons, 
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 
 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life, 
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ. 
 

Shower us with your Spirit, 
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, peace, and love. 
 

To you be given honor and praise 
through Jesus Christ our Lord 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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 GATHERING HYMN: Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart 

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and 
the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always. 
And also with you! 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with 
the Holy Spirit and revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who 
are born of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may 
rejoice to be called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 

SENIOR  CHOIR         Sing a New Song to the Lord   Natalie Sleeth 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 43:1-7 
1 But now thus says the Lord, he who created you, O Jacob, 
he who formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed         
you;  I have called you by name, you are mine. 2 When you pass 
through the waters, I will be with you; and through the rivers, they 
shall not overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not 
be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. 3 For I am the Lord 
your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Savior. I give Egypt as your 
ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you.  4 Because you are 
precious in my sight, and honored, and I love you, I give people in 
return for you, nations in exchange for your life.  5 Do not fear, for I 
am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, and from the 
west I will gather you;  6 I will say to the north, “Give them up,” and 
to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away and my 
daughters from the end of the earth—7 everyone who is called by my 
name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.” 
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 
 

PSALM 29 
  1Ascribe to the LORD, you gods, 
  ascribe to the LORD glory and strength. 
 2Ascribe to the LORD the glory due God’s name; 
  worship the LORD in the beauty of holiness. 
 3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; 
          the God of glory thunders; the LORD is upon the mighty waters. 
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      4The voice of the LORD is a powerful voice; 
  the voice of the LORD is a voice of splendor.  
 5The voice of the LORD breaks the cedar trees; 
  the LORD breaks the cedars of Lebanon; 
 6the LORD makes Lebanon skip like a calf, 
  and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.  
    7The voice of the LORD 
  bursts forth in lightning flashes. 
 8The voice of the LORD shakes the wilderness; 
  the LORD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.  
 9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and  
        strips the forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the LORD all are crying, “Glory!” 
 10The LORD sits enthroned above the flood; 
  the LORD sits enthroned as king for evermore. 
 11O LORD, give strength to your people; 
  give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace. 
 

SECOND READING: Acts 8:14-17 
14 Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 
accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15 The 
two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the 
Holy Spirit 16 (for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; 
they had only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17 Then 
Peter and John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy 
Spirit. 
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (The assembly stands, if able, to welcome the gospel.) 
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GOSPEL: LUKE 3:15-17, 21-22 
The holy gospel according to Luke, the third chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
15 As the people were filled with expectation, and all 
were questioning in their hearts concerning John, whether he might 
be the Messiah, 16 John answered all of them by saying, “I baptize 
you with water; but one who is more powerful than I is coming; I am 
not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with 
the Holy Spirit and fire. 17 His winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear 
his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his granary; but the 
chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
  21 Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also 
had been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22 and 
the Holy Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a 
voice came from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I 
am well pleased.” 
This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.   
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the 
church, the world, and all of creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

You call us by name and form us. We give thanks for the gift of 
baptism. Nurture the baptized and equip people sent to proclaim the 
good news, especially Young Adults in Global Mission and 
international congregations. 
 

The response for each petition is:  
God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope 
that your promise is revealed among the people.  Amen. 
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PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

OFFERING 
Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the 
plates located near the entrances to the nave. 
 
 

CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING 

 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray.  God of wonder, you formed us in our mother’s womb, 
and from the cradle of Creation you bring forth this bread and 
wine. We place them on your table, together with our lives and all 
that you have made. Open the heavens to us and pour out your 
Spirit. We wait for your mercy; we long for your peace; we hunger 
and thirst for Jesus Christ, our banquet of life. Amen. 
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DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right…. join their unending hymn) 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 
whom you sent in this end of the ages 
to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 
He is your Word, inseparable from you, 
through whom you created all things, and in whom you take delight. 
He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. 
He there took on our nature and our lot 
and was shown forth as your Son, 
born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. 
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He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will 
and won for you a holy people; 
he stretched out his hands in suffering in order to free from suffering 
those who trust you and shine your light upon this world. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we take this bread 
and cup, giving you thanks that you have made us worthy to stand 
before you and to serve you as your priestly people. 
Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; 
gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 
that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; 
through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
Taught by God’s Word Incarnate, we are bold to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  Amen. 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
Come to the table of mercy and peace. 
 

LAMB OF GOD (sung as the distribution of the sacrament begins) 

 
 

The Sacrament will be offered with these words:  
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Optional responses Amen or Thanks be to God or Renew us, Lord   
   

BLESSING   
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.   Amen.   
 

PRAYER 

Let us pray.  Radiant God with our eyes we have seen your salvation 
and, in this meal, we have feasted on your grace. May your Word 
take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your 
glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
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SENDING SONG: Baptized and Set Free 

 

SHARING FOR SERVING: Mission Notices and Birthdays  
 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Live in hope. Thanks be to God!    
 

POSTLUDE                   Recessional March              Louise E. Stairs             
 
 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for January  

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause will support Meals on Wheels.   

If you would like to support this cause, please mark the  

Other line on your contribution envelope Meals on Wheels. 
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Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following: 
 

      Cole Barkley            Troy Barkley                Luke Clawson              
      Roberta Domhoff             Lisa Burr     Gary Checkan 
      Kay Burr             Tony Platek                       Roy Marburger 
      Mary Marburger Long     Berty McMillen                Tim Crutchfield 
      John Kriebel            David & Betty Wobb       Albert Dorlain 
      Pastor Tony Schneck        Carmen Morra    Susan Lohr 
      Fred Sharrar            Carol Kerr                Bea King 

 

The families Norma Iman, Paul Emmett, Lucille Wingard  
and Jim Sneddon 

 

Please hold these members and friends of St. Peter’s in your prayers. 

 
 

      St. Peter’s Upcoming Events: 
 

Mon.-Fri.  4-6:00 pm  After School  
Mon. Jan 13th       7:00 pm  Boy Scouts 
Tues. Jan 14th       7:00 pm  Council Mtg. 
Wed. Jan 15th    10:00 am  Community Quilting 
       5:30 pm              Manna Night 
       7:00 pm              Choir Practice 
Thurs. Jan 16th                        10:00 am  Quilters Group 
       7:00 pm  Bible Study 
Sat. Jan. 18th      8:00 am  Soup Making 
       2:30 pm              Soup Sale 
                                6:30 pm              Game Night 
 
   

The eternal candle 
is presented by 

Teresa O’Malley: 
Happy New Year and 

may the lord bless us all! 

Today’s altar flowers  
are presented by 
 the Johns family  

in honor and thanksgiving for 
loved ones past and present 
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ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH   

is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 
 

Pastor                                                              The Rev. Brandon Johns 
Music Director and Organist                       Marlene Domhoff 
Office Secretary                                     Kimberly Peaco 
Sexton                                                              Joe Ludwik 
Acolyte Ethan Johns 
Assisting Minister Karen Ferrari 
Bell Ringer Joe Ludwik 
Greeters Denny & Inez Schmidt  
Lector Robin Van Dyke 
Nursery Cheryl Thomas 
Tech Support Heidi Beahm 
Ushers Dan Erin & Rob Burr 

Soup Sale – Just a reminder that soup orders are due by Tuesday, 
January 14th.  Please make checks payable to WELCA and return your 
form to the church office.  Thank you!  
 

MLK Day of Service – On January 20th, we will join with the 
Mininsterium for devotions and service projects.  At 9:45 am, we’ll 
meet at St. John’s for devotions and then organize into service 
teams.  Pastor will be leading a group to host Bingo at The Grove.  If 
you’re able to donate prizes for the residents please let Pastor know. 
 

Sign Ups – The flower chart, eternal candle, and newsletter 
sponsorship sheet as well as a sign up for After Worship Fellowship 
are available on the bulletin board in Luther Hall.  Please consider 
serving in one or more of these ways.  Thank you!  
 

The 2025 Offering Envelopes - are available in your church mailbox, 
located in Luther Hall.  Please remember to keep your membership 
active a contribution and communion of record in this calendar year 
or the preceding year is necessary. 
 

Manna Night – We will resume Manna Night beginning Wednesday, 
January 15.  Volunteers are always welcome and appreciated.   
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Welcome to St. Peter’s  
We are thankful that you are here to worship 
with other Christians today.  In the name of 
Jesus Christ, we pray that your worship 
experience will fill you with the grace and 
mercy of Almighty God through his Holy Spirit. 
 

Newcomers and Guests 
New to St. Peter’s?  Please sign the GUEST REGISTER behind the 
last pew.  A handicapped accessible RESTROOM is located near 
the Van Buren Street entrance (through Luther Hall, past the 
kitchen, restroom is on the left in the foyer).  You are welcome 
to commune with us if that is your practice. 
 

Nursery - is staffed by a volunteer and available for children and 
caregivers. Exit the rear of the nave and follow the steps to the 
basement, the nursery is on the left. The service can be heard 
through an intercom in the nursery.  There are activity bags in 
the back of the sanctuary and children’s bulletins geared for 
children ages 5 and up are at the nave entrances.    
 

Staying in Touch: 
Our church office is open Monday through Friday from  
9 am until noon.  Pastor is often there also or by appointment. 
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet: 
Church Office:  724.538.5810 
Church Email:  stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 
Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com  
Church Website:  www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org 
Church Facebook Page:  St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday Bulletin Deadline:  Wednesdays at 10:00 AM. 
Newsletter deadline:  Third Sunday of the Month 
 
RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133.New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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