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St. Peter’s Lutheran Church  
 

 
 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
  and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 

~Psalm 103:1 
 

11th Sunday after Pentecost 
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Pastor Brandon Johns 
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PRELUDE           
 

BELL RINGING 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our 
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly 
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and 
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I 
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in 

the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN: Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty 
 

 

 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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KYRIE

 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as fragile creatures 
surrounded by great dangers, we cannot by ourselves stand 
upright. Give us strength of mind and body, so that even when we 
suffer because of human sin, we may rise victorious through your 
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC           Curt Johns 
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CHILDRENS MESSAGE 
 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 58:9b -14 
 9b If you remove the yoke from among you, 
  the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
 10 if you offer your food to the hungry 
  and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
 then your light shall rise in the darkness 
  and your gloom be like the noonday. 
 11 The Lord will guide you continually and satisfy your needs in 
parched places and make your bones strong, 
 and you shall be like a watered garden, 
  like a spring of water whose waters never fail. 
 12 Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 
  you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 
 you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 
  the restorer of streets to live in. 
    13 If you refrain from trampling the Sabbath, 
  from pursuing your own interests on my holy day; 
 if you call the Sabbath a delight 
  and the holy day of the Lord honorable; 
 if you honor it, not going your own ways, 
  serving your own interests or pursuing your own affairs; 
 14 then you shall take delight in the Lord, 
  and I will make you ride upon the heights of the earth; 
 I will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob, 
  for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.  
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God! 
 

Psalm 103:1-8 (Read Responsively) 
   1 Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
  and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name. 
 2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
  and forget not all God’s benefits— 
 3 who forgives all your sins 
  and heals all your diseases; 
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 4 who redeems your life from the grave 
  and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;  
 5 who satisfies your desires with good things 
  so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s. 
 6 O Lord, you provide vindication 
  and justice for all who are oppressed. 
 7 You made known your ways to Moses 
  and your works to the children of Israel. 
 8 Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy, 
  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  
 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 12:18--29 
18 You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing 
fire, and darkness, and gloom, and a tempest, 19 and the sound of a 
trumpet, and a voice whose words made the hearers beg that not 
another word be spoken to them. 20 (For they could not endure the 
order that was given, “If even an animal touches the mountain, it 
shall be stoned to death.” 21 Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that 
Moses said, “I tremble with fear.”) 22 But you have come to Mount 
Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and 
to innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23 and to the assembly of 
the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of 
all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24 and to Jesus, 
the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that 
speaks a better word than the blood of Abel.  25 See that you do not 
refuse the one who is speaking, for if they did not escape when 
they refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less 
will we escape if we reject the one who warns from heaven! 26 At 
that time his voice shook the earth, but now he has promised, “Yet 
once more I will shake not only the earth but also the heaven.” 
27 This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of what is 
shaken—that is, created things—so that cannot be shaken may 
remain. 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot 
be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an 
acceptable worship with reverence and awe, 29 for indeed our God 
is a consuming fire.  This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 13:10-17 
The holy gospel according to Luke, the 13th chapter.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 10 Now [Jesus] was teaching in one of the synagogues on the 
Sabbath. 11 And just then there appeared a woman with a spirit that 
had crippled her for eighteen years. She was bent over and was 
quite unable to stand up straight. 12 When Jesus saw her, he called 
her over and said, “Woman, you are set free from your 
ailment.” 13 When he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood 
up straight and began praising God. 14 But the leader of the 
synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the Sabbath, kept 
saying to the crowd, “There are six days on which work ought to be 
done; come on those days and be cured and not on the Sabbath 
day.” 15 But the Lord answered him and said, “You hypocrites! Does 
not each of you on the Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the 
manger and lead it to water? 16 And ought not this woman, a 
daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, 
be set free from this bondage on the Sabbath day?” 17 When he 
said this, all his opponents were put to shame, and the entire 
crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things being done by him. 
This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: O Day of Rest and Gladness 
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APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of 
God, for God is near. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

You call your church to proclaim liberation and freedom to all. Give 
wisdom to bishops, synod councils and staff, and congregation 
leaders as they pursue a more just and equitable church and 
society.  
 

The response for each petition is:  
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers 
to the one who always receives them; through Jesus Christ, our 
wisdom and companion. Amen. 
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PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

OFFERING  
Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the 
plates located near the entrances to the nave.  
 

OFFERTORY SONG: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
 

 

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  (silence)  Merciful God, you open wide your hand and 
satisfy the need of every living thing. You have set this feast 
before us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to 
embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right…join their unending hymn) 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                           

 
 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Lord taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 

LAMB OF GOD (sung as the distribution of the sacrament begins)   

 
 

The Sacrament will be offered with these words:  
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Optional responses Amen or Thanks be to God or Renew us, Lord    
 

BLESSING   
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and 
keep you in his grace.   Amen.   
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Let us pray.  O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us 
into your presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us 
at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you 
with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and 
honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord.  Amen.   
 

BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG: God Who Stretched the Spangled Heavens
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SHARING FOR SERVING: Birthdays and Mission Notices 

 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace, serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!    
 

POSTLUDE      
         

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following: 
 

    Cole Barkley                 Luke Clawson  John Wilson 
    Stephanie Hogan         Mary Fulghum      Pr. Jack Delk 
    Amy Grigorovich     Carmen & Sandra Morra David Wobb            
    Mike Mashuda     Missy Cunningham              Bea King 
    Donna Meyerl     Berty McMillen                     Rick Novella 
    Tim Fullerton                Tristan Cecelic           Rick Refeinstein 
    Jim Schrader     Family of Carol Kerr 

 

 

APPLE FEST – Mark your calendars for this annual fellowship event.  
Whether this is your first year or you’re decades into making them, 
we’ll be happy to see you at any or all of the following dates and 
times as we enjoy each other’s company as we make our treats! 
   

 Apple Fest:  Sept. 19, 20, 21 
Dumpling Making:   Sat. Aug. 30st and Sat. Sept. 6th at 8:00 am 
Apple Cutting for Apple Butter: Fri. Sept. 12th at 8:30 am 
Apple Butter Making: Sat. Sept. 13th at 5:00 am - ? 
 
 

The Fellowship Committee is gratefully receiving PINT jars at this 
time. Please leave the jars in the kitchen. Thank you! 
 

The Altar Flowers  
are given by  

Eilene Budisky 
in Memory of Ken Crider  

The Eternal Candle is given by  
Teresa O’Malley  
in celebration of 

the birthdays of her sons,  
John and Timothy  
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ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH   

is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod  

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 
 

Pastor  The Rev. Brandon Johns 
Organist & Music Director     Marlene Domhoff  
Office Secretary Lisa French 
Sexton Joe Ludwik 
Asst. Minister Glenn Fulghum 
Lector Patti Flach  
Acolyte Owen Price  
Bell Ringer Josh Green  
Ushers Dan Erin & Robin Burr 
Nursery Teresa O’Malley 
Tech Support Heidi Beahm 
Greeters Pat Painter & Cheryl Thomas 
 
 

      St. Peter’s Upcoming Events: 

Mon. August 25 7:00 pm          Worship Mgt. 

    7:00 pm         Boy Scouts 

Tues. August 26 7:00 pm         Dorcas Circle 

Wed. August 27 10:00 am         Community Sewers 

                 5:30 pm         Manna Night   

Thurs. August 28 10:00 am          Quilters 

   6:00 pm         Learning Ministries Mtg. 

Sat. August 30  8:30 am                    Apple Dumpling making 
 

Rally Day – On 9/7, we kick off our Sunday school year by gathering 
in the picnic shelter and continuing together through large group 
activities.  Sunday School is for all ages, so please come and be a 
part of one of the most important ministries we do together. 
 

Fellowship Outing – Today is the last day to sign up for our outing 
to Sight & Sound Theatre to take in a presentation of Noah. 
 

Brick Sidewalk – Today is the last day to request a brick(s) in honor 
or memory of a loved one(s) and have it included in this order. 
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Welcome to St. Peter’s  
We are thankful that you are here to worship with other 
Christians today.  In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray 
that your worship experience will fill you with the grace 
and mercy of Almighty God through his Holy Spirit. 
 

Newcomers and Guests 
New to St. Peter’s?  Please sign the GUEST REGISTER behind the last 
pew.  You are welcome to commune with us if that is your practice.  
A handicapped accessible RESTROOM is located near the Van Buren 
Street entrance (through Luther Hall, past the kitchen, restroom is 
on the left in the foyer).   
 

Nursery - is staffed by a volunteer and available for children and 
caregivers. Exit the rear of the nave and follow the steps to the 
basement, the nursery is on the left. The service can be heard 
through an intercom in the nursery.  There are activity bags in the 
back of the sanctuary and children’s bulletins geared for children 
ages 5 and up are at the nave entrances.    
 

Staying in Touch: 
Our secretary is in the church office Monday-Wednesday-Friday,  
9 am until noon.  Pastor is often there also or by appointment. 
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet: 
Church Office:  724.538.5810 
Church Email:  stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 
Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com  
Church Website:  www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org 
Church Facebook Page:  St. Peter’s Lutheran Church 
Sunday Bulletin Deadline:  Wednesdays at 10:00 AM. 
Newsletter deadline:  Third Sunday of the Month 
 
RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133.New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of  
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
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