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PRELUDE Simple Blessings Charily Boyles
BELL RINGING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the * Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, |
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the *+ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: All Things Bright and Beautiful
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All things bright and beau - ti - ful, all crea-tures great and  small,
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all things wise and won - der - ful, the Lord God made them all.

1 Each lit - tle flow'r that o - pens, each lit - tle bird that sings,
2 The pur-ple-head - ed moun-tains, the riv - er run - ning by,

3 The cold wind in the win - ter, the  pleas-ant  sum - mer  sun,
4

God gave us eyes to see them, and lips that we might tell
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God made their glow -ing col - ors, God made their ti - ny  wings.

the  sun - set, and the morn - ing that bright-ens up the  sky.
the  ripe fruits in the gar - den, God made them ev - ry  onc.
how grcat is God Al - might -y, who has madc all things well.

Text: Cecil F. Alexander. 1818-1895. alt.
Music: ROYAL OAK. English tune. 17th cent.. adapt. Martin Shaw. 1875-1958

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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1 For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the

2 That we may live out  your im - passioned re - sponse to the

3 For peacein our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, . . for

4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
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hun - gry and the poor; that
friends and fam - 1 - ly; for
wa - ter and the word; that you
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,
we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, ... . for our workand our play,
nour-ish our souls ... with your bod-y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the
goal of our lives. Teach us to love what is worth loving, to reject
what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is precious in your
sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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CHILDRENS MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14; 2:18-23

2Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher,

vanity of vanities! All is vanity.
2], the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, 3applied my
mind to seek and to search out by wisdom all that is done under
heaven; it is an unhappy business that God has given to human
beings to be busy with. I saw all the deeds that are done under
the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind.
218] hated all my toil in which | had toiled under the sun, seeing that
| must leave it to those who come after me *—and who knows
whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet they will be master of all
for which | toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This also is
vanity. 2°So | turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all
the toil of my labors under the sun, 2!because sometimes one who
has toiled with wisdom and knowledge and skill must leave all to be
enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This also is vanity and a
great evil. 22What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with
which they toil under the sun? 23For all their days are full of pain,
and their work is a vexation; even at night their minds do not rest.
This also is vanity. This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

PSALM 49:1-12 (Read Responsively)
Hear this, all you peoples;
give ear, all you who dwell in the world,
2you of high degree and low,
rich and poor together.
3My mouth shall speak of wisdom,
and my heart shall meditate on understanding.
41 will incline my ear to a proverb
and set forth my riddle upon the harp.
>Why should | be afraid in evil days,
when the wickedness of those at my heels surrounds me,
the wickedness of those who put their trust in their own
prowess, and boast of their great riches?
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’One can never redeem another,
or give to God the ransom for another’s life;
8for the ransom of a life is so great
that there would never be enough to pay it,
Jin order to live forever and ever
and never see the grave.
OFor we see that the wise die also; like the dull and stupid they
perish and leave their wealth to those who come after them.
1Their graves shall be their homes forever, their dwelling places
from generation to generation,
though they had named lands after themselves.
2Even though honored, they cannot live forever;
they are like the beasts that perish.

SECOND READING: Colossians 3:1-11
1So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are
above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your
minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 3for
you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. *“When
Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed
with him in glory.

>Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication,
impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed (which is idolatry). ®On
account of these the wrath of God is coming on those who are
disobedient. ‘These are the ways you also once followed, when you
were living that life. 8But now you must get rid of all such things—
anger, wrath, malice, slander, and abusive language from your
mouth. °Do not lie to one another, seeing that you have stripped
off the old self with its practices °and have clothed yourselves with
the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the
image of its creator. *!In that renewal there is no longer Greek and
Jew, circumcised and uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and
free; but Christ is all and in all!
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Luke 12:13-21
The holy gospel according to Luke, the 12t chapter. Glory to you, O Lord.

13Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother
to divide the family inheritance with me.” 1* But he said to him,
“Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?” > And
he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of
greed, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of
possessions.” 1 Then he told them a parable: “The land of a rich
man produced abundantly. 7 And he thought to himself, ‘What
should | do, for | have no place to store my crops?’ 8 Then he said,
‘I will do this: | will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and
there | will store all my grain and my goods. '° And | will say to my
soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat,
drink, be merry.” 2°But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night
your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have
prepared, whose will they be?’ 21 So it is with those who store up
treasures for themselves but are not rich toward God.”

This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY: God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending
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| God, whose giv-ing knows no end-ing, from your rich and end - Jess store:
2 Skills and time are ours  for press-ing toward the  goals  of Chnist, your Son:
3 Trea- sure, 100, you have cn-lmst-clz gan through pow'rs your grace con-ferred;
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na-ture's won-der, Je - sus’ wis-dom, cost-ly cross, grave's shal - tered door,
all at peace in health and free-dom, rac - es joined, the church made one.
ours to  wse for home and kin-dred, and to spread the  gos - pel word
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O - pen wide our hands in  shar-ing, as we heed Chnst's age-less  call,
A

thank -ful  song shall nse for - cv - er, gra-cious
bom with tal - ents, make us it
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APOSTLES CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
In solidarity with all creation, we join our voice to the voice of the
whole church and pray for the needs of the world.

A brief silence.

Renew in your church a perspective of life beyond worldly pursuits.
Build an enthusiasm to embrace life in Christ, so that Christ, the life
of the world, is revealed to everyone.

The response for each petition is: God of grace, hear our prayer.

Trusting in your lovingkindness, we place our prayer and hope in
you, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERING
Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the
plates located near the entrances to the nave.

OFFERTORY SONG: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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praise him a-bove, ye heav'n-ly host: praise Fa-ther, Son,and Ho - ly Ghost,
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. (silence) Merciful God, you open wide your hand and
satisfy the need of every living thing. You have set this feast
before us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to
embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right....join their unending hymn)
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.




LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Lord taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

LAMB OF GOD (sung as the distribution of the sacrament begins)

ot
| | T ]

Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the world; have

mer-cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-waythe sin  of the

world; have mer - cy on us. Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin  of the
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

The Sacrament will be offered with these words:
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Optional responses Amen or Thanks be to God or Renew us, Lord

BLESSING
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace. Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us
into your presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us
at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you
with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and
honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and +F give you peace. Amen.

SENDING SONG: Oh, Happy Day, When We Shall Stand
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1 Oh, hap - py day when we shall stand a - mid the
2 Oh, bless - ed day when Christ shall come and show him -
3 Oh, what a  might - y rush - ing flood of joy and
4 0 Lord, your grace is ev - 'ty - thing; your love has
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heav'n-ly throng; and sing with hosts from ev - ry land the
self as Lord, and thou-sands meet in their new homewhich
love and peace will roll down o - ver us with good and
made us free to stand a - mong the saints and sing the
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new ce - les - tial song, the new ce - les - tial song.
Je - sus has pre - pared, which Je - sus has pre - pared.
bless - ed - ness and  grace, and bless - ed - ness and grace.
glo - ry that we see, the glo - ry that we see.

Text: Wilhelm A. Wexels, 1797-1866; tr. composite
Music: LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman, 1480-1561
Text © 1958, 1978 Augsburg Fortress

SHARING FOR SERVING: Birthdays and Mission Notices

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Festival March Chester H. Beebe
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Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following:
Cole Barkley Luke Clawson John Wilson
Stephanie Hogan Mary Fulghum Pr. Jack Delk
Amy Grigorovich Carmen & Sandra Morra  David Wobb
Mike Mashuda Missy Cunningham Bea King
Donna Meyerl Berty McMillen

The Altar Flowers are given by The Eternal Candle is given by
Tom and Cindy Ayres Teresa O’Malley
in celebration of the birth of in celebration of
their 2" great-grandson, the birthdays of her sons,
Paxton James Heusey on 7/9. John and Timothy

*Note — Last Sunday’s altar flowers were given by Bea King

WELCA School Kits — This year, we will be putting together 100
school kits. To help with reaching that goal, there is a donation
poster in the back of the nave. Please consider taking a tag or two
and donating the items to help make much needed school kits. If
you would rather donate money and have someone do the
shopping for you, please see Colleen Prenovitz.

APPLE FEST — Mark your calendars for this annual fellowship event.
Whether this is your first year or you’re decades into making them,
we’ll be happy to see you at any or all of the following dates and
times as we enjoy each other’s company as we make our treats!

Apple Fest: Sept. 19, 20, 21
Dumpling Making: Sat. Aug. 30 and Sat. Sept. 6" at 8:00 am
Apple Cutting for Apple Butter: Fri. Sept. 12t at 8:30 am
Apple Butter Making: Sat. Sept. 13" at 5:00 am - ?

Memorial Bricks — If you would like to purchase a brick in honor or
memory of someone, the cost is $100 per brick. There are forms
available on the table with the red tablecloth.
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.’4 2‘ ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
@g gg is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod
Nz of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

Pastor The Rev. Brandon Johns
Organist & Music Director Marlene Domhoff
Office Secretary Lisa French
Sexton Joe Ludwik
Asst. Minister Anna Plank
Lector Melissa Bonicky
Acolyte Ethan Johns
Bell Ringer Jason Plank
Ushers Dan and Casey Guerriero
Nursery Colleen Prenovitz
Tech Support Adam Price
Greeters Joe Ludwik

St. Peter’s Upcoming Events:

Mon. August 4 6:30 pm Fellowship meeting
Wed. August 6 10:00 am Community Sewers
Thurs. August 7 10:00 am Quilters

1:00 pm Mary’s Circle

7:00 pm Council meeting

Fellowship Outing - We will take in a performance of Noah at 3 pm
at Sight & Sound Theater on September 27. There are 40 tickets
available. Those wishing to carpool will leave St. Peter’s at 9 am.
We’ll make a stop for lunch. After the show we’ll also stop for
dinner and plan to arrive back around 11 pm. Tickets are $75/adult
& $42/children ages 3-12. Please see Eilene Budisky for more
details. All sign up and payment due August 24th. Please make
checks payable to St. Peter’s Lutheran Church.

Corn Roast - Saturday, August 16 at 5:30 pm. Delicious corn, as
well as hot dogs and drinks, will be provided. You’re invited to
bring a dish and friends! Bingo with prizes too!

Wine and Cheese — August 23™ at the Raupps’ starting at 6:30 pm!
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Welcome to St. Peter’s

We are thankful that you are here to worship with other
Christians today. In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray
that your worship experience will fill you with the grace
and mercy of Almighty God through his Holy Spirit.

Newcomers and Guests

New to St. Peter’s? Please sign the GUEST REGISTER behind the last
pew. You are welcome to commune with us if that is your practice.
A handicapped accessible RESTROOM is located near the Van Buren
Street entrance (through Luther Hall, past the kitchen, restroom is
on the left in the foyer).

Nursery - is staffed by a volunteer and available for children and
caregivers. Exit the rear of the nave and follow the steps to the
basement, the nursery is on the left. The service can be heard
through an intercom in the nursery. There are activity bags in the
back of the sanctuary and children’s bulletins geared for children
ages 5 and up are at the nave entrances.

Staying in Touch:

Our secretary is in the church office Monday-Wednesday-Friday,
9 am until noon. Pastor is often there also or by appointment.
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet:

Church Office: 724.538.5810

Church Email: stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net

Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com

Church Website: www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org

Church Facebook Page: St. Peter’s Lutheran Church

Sunday Bulletin Deadline: Wednesdays at 10:00 AM.
Newsletter deadline: Third Sunday of the Month

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS:

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133.New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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