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PRELUDE
BELL RINGING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the * Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,

and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our
hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly
love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and
ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, |
therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in
the name of the Father, and of the *t Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing
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1 Come, thou Fount of ev-’ry bless-ing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;
2 Here 1 raise my Eb-en - e - zer: “Hith-er by thy help I've come”;
3 Oh, to grace how great a debt-or dai-ly I'm con-strained to be;
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streams of mer - cy, nev-er ceas-ing, call for songs of loud-est praise.
and I hope, by thy good plea-sure, safe-ly to ar - rive at home.
let that grace now like a  fet - ter bind my wan-d’ring heart to thee.

L

No

!

!

il
ul

J

Py
>

R

.
:
)

\:

:

TNt

"
g
|

Ny ———

gt

While the hope of end-less glo - ry fills my heart with joy and love,

Je - sus sought me when a strang-er, wan-d'ring from the fold of God;
Prone to wan - der, Lord, I feel it; prone to  leave the God I love.
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teach me ev - er to a - dore thee; may I still thy good-ness prove.

he, to res - cue me from dan-ger, in - ter - posed his pre-cious blood.
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts a - bove.
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Text: Robert Robinson, 17351790, alt.
Music: NETTLETON, J. Wyeth, Repositorv of Sacred Music, Part 11, 1813
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GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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1 For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out  your im - passioned re - sponse to the
3 For peacein our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, . . for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
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hun - gry and the poor; that
friends and fam - 1 - ly; for
wa - ter and the word; that you
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,
we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, . for our work and our play,
nour-ish our souls with your bod -y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, overflowing with mercy and compassion, you
lead back to yourself all those who go astray. Preserve your people
in your loving care, that we may reject whatever is contrary to you
and may follow all things that sustain our life in your Son, Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SUNDAY SCHOOL ANTHEM Sunday School Children’s Choir
CHILDRENS MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Exodus 32:7-14
"The LorD said to Moses, “Go down at once! Your people, whom
you brought up out of the land of Egypt, have acted perversely;
8they have been quick to turn aside from the way that |
commanded them; they have cast for themselves an image of a
calf, and have worshiped it and sacrificed to it, and said, ‘These are
your gods, O Israel, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt!””
°The LoRrD said to Moses, “I have seen this people, how stiff-necked
they are. 1°Now let me alone, so that my wrath may burn hot
against them and | may consume them; and of you | will make a
great nation.”

1But Moses implored the LorD his God, and said, “O LorD, why
does your wrath burn hot against your people, whom you brought
out of the land of Egypt with great power and with a mighty hand?
2Why should the Egyptians say, ‘It was with evil intent that he
brought them out to kill them in the mountains, and to consume
them from the face of the earth’? Turn from your fierce wrath;
change your mind and do not bring disaster on your people.
13Remember Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, your servants, how you
swore to them by your own self, saying to them, ‘I will multiply
your descendants like the stars of heaven, and all this land that |
have promised | will give to your descendants, and they shall inherit
it forever.”” 1*And the LorD changed his mind about the disaster
that he planned to bring on his people.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
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PSALM 51:1-10 (Read Responsively)
'Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love;
in your great compassion blot out my offenses.
2Wash me through and through from my wickedness,
and cleanse me from my sin.
3For | know my offenses, and my sin is ever before me.
“Against you only have | sinned and done what is evil in your
sight; so you are justified when you speak and right in your
judgment.
>Indeed, | was born steeped in wickedness,
a sinner from my mother’s womb.
®Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me,
and would have me know wisdom deep within.
’Remove my sins with hyssop, and | shall be clean;
wash me, and | shall be purer than snow.
8Let me hear joy and gladness;
that the body you have broken may rejoice.
°Hide your face from my sins,
and blot out all my wickedness.
10Create in me a clean heart, O God,
and renew a right spirit within me.

SECOND READING: 1 Timothy 1:12-17

12| am grateful to Christ Jesus our Lord, who has strengthened me,
because he judged me faithful and appointed me to his service,
Beven though | was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and a
man of violence. But | received mercy because | had acted
ignorantly in unbelief, **and the grace of our Lord overflowed for
me with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus. °The saying is
sure and worthy of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners—of whom | am the foremost. 1®But for that
very reason | received mercy, so that in me, as the foremost, Jesus
Christ might display the utmost patience, making me an example to
those who would come to believe in him for eternal life. ’To the
King of the ages, immortal, invisible, the only God, be honor and
glory forever and ever. Amen.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-10
The holy gospel according to Luke, the 15t chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
'Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen
to [Jesus.] 2And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and
saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.”

35S0 he told them this parable: *“Which one of you, having a
hundred sheep and losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-
nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds
it? >When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and rejoices.
6And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and
neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for | have found my
sheep that was lost.” “Just so, | tell you, there will be more joy in
heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine
righteous persons who need no repentance.
8“0Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them,
does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until
she finds it? °When she has found it, she calls together her friends
and neighbors, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for | have found the coin
that | had lost.” 1%ust so, | tell you, there is joy in the presence of
the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY: There’s a Wildness in God’s Mercy
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1 There’s a wide-ness

in God’s mer - cy, like the wide -ness

of the sea;

2 There is wel-come for the sin - ner, and a prom-ised grace made good;
3 For the love of God is broad-er than the mea-sures of our mind;
4 'Tis not all we owe to Je - sus; it is some-thing more than all:
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there’s a kind - ness

in  God’s jus - tice which is

there is mer-cy  with the Sav-ior; there is
and the heart of the E - ter-nal is
great - er good be - cause of e - vil, larg - er

more than lib - er - ty.
heal-ing in  his blood.

most won-der - ful - ly kind.

mer -cy through the fall.
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There is no place where earth’s sor - rows are more felt than up in heav’'n.
There is grace e - nough for thou-sands of new worlds as great as this;
But we make this love too nar - row by false lim-its of our own;
Make our love, O  God, more faith-ful; let us take you at your word,
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There is no place where earth’s fail - ings have such kind-ly judg-ment giv'n.
there is room for fresh cre - a - tions in that up-per home of bliss.
and we mag-mi - fy its  strict-ness with a  zeal God will not own.
and our lives will be thanks-giv - ing for the good-ness of the Lord.

Text: Frederick W. Faber, 1814-1863, alt.
Music: LORD, REVIVE US, North American, 19th cent.




APOSTLES CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gracious God, we come to you in prayer for the church, the world,
and all in need.

A brief silence.

Merciful God, pour out your grace upon your church. Forgive us for
the times when we have been unfaithful, and renew our
commitment to your gospel of love. Empower us to live as a
community of mercy.

The response for each petition is: God of grace, receive our prayer.

We entrust these prayers to you, O God, in the name of Jesus
Christ, our redeemer and friend. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
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OFFERING
Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the
plates located near the entrances to the nave.

OFFERTO RY SONG: Praise God, from Whom All Blessmgs Flow
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Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow: praise him, all crea-tures here be - low;
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. (silence) Merciful God, you open wide your hand and
satisfy the need of every living thing. You have set this feast
before us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to
embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ
our Lord. Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right...join their unending hymn)
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Ho-lyv, ho -y ho-ly Lord, God of pow'r and might,
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.




LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Lord taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready.

LAMB OF GOD (sung as the distribution of the sacrament begins)
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world: grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.

The Sacrament will be offered with these words:
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Optional responses Amen or Thanks be to God or Renew us, Lord

BLESSING
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace. Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. O God, in this holy communion you have welcomed us
into your presence, nourished us with words of mercy, and fed us
at your table. Amid the cares of this life, strengthen us to love you
with all our heart, serve our neighbors with a willing spirit, and
honor the earth you have made; through Christ our Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and +F give you peace. Amen.

SENDING SONG: Lord, Speak to Us, That We May Speak
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1 Lord, speak to us, that we may speak in
2 Oh, lead us, Lord, that we may lead the
3 Oh, teach us, Lord, that we may teach the
4 Oh, fill us with your full - ness, Lord, un -
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liv - ing ech - oes of your tone; as you have sought, so

wan-d’ring and  the wa - v'ring feet; oh, feed us, Lord, that
pre - cious truths which you im - part; and  wing our words, that

til  our ver -y hearts o’er - flow in kin - dling thought and
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let us seek your  stray - ing chil - dren, lost and lone.
we may feed your  hun- g'ring ones  with man - na sweet.
they may reach the hid - den depths of man - y®a heart.
glow - ing word, your love to tell, your praise to  show.

Text: Frances R. Havergal, 1836-1879, alt.
Music: CANONBURY, Robert Schumann, 1810-1856

SHARING FOR SERVING: Birthdays and Mission Notices

DISMISSAL
Go in peace, serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE
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Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following:

Cole Barkley Luke Clawson John Wilson
Stephanie Hogan Mary Fulghum Pr. Jack Delk
Chele Malis Eilene Budisky Jules Stella
Berty McMiillen Rick Reifenstein Lori Burns
Grandinetti family Carmen & Sandra Morr Jim Schrader

Families of Dave Grubbs, David Wobb, Judy Smith, & Ella Jean Jordan

The Altar Flowers are given The Eternal Candle is given
by Troy and Beverly Barkley by Karen Ferrari
in Loving Memory of 5 in Loving Memory of [
Troy Barkley Jr. B Robert & Edith Sarver &= .
- <

Rummage Sale — We are continuing to collect clean, gently used
items for our rummage sale. Please no electronics and all large
items like furniture might need to be taken back if they go unsold.
Also, please sign up to volunteer to help!

Worship Volunteers — If you are interested in being an Usher,
Assisting Minister, Lector, Bell Ringer, Altar Guild, or Acolyte, then
please talk to Pastor. We have a great list of volunteers doing a
wonderful job but more involvement is welcomed and encouraged!

Spaghetti Dinner - We are in need of nominations for a family or
individual to support this year. Please see Pastor with ideas.

Blessing of the Animals — For the first time in six years (how time
flies!), we will be holding our special outdoor service where all our
friends from the Animal Kingdom are invited to participate in
worship and receive a blessing. It will be on Sunday, October 5, at 2
pm in the picnic shelter. All humans are welcome as well! Last
time, friends from a vet clinic and Animal Friends joined us as part
of church members putting in the time and effort to reach out to
community partners. If you are interested in filling that role for this
year’s service, please talk to Pastor.
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.’4 5\‘ ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
@Q gg is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod
Nz of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

Pastor The Rev. Brandon Johns
Organist & Music Director Marlene Domhoff
Office Secretary Lisa French
Sexton Joe Ludwik
Asst. Minister Ted Lindgren Il
Lector Robin Plank
Acolyte Alyssa Mosser
Bell Ringer Adam Price
Ushers Heidi Beahm & Brian Johns
Nursery Colleen Prenovitz
Tech Support Heidi Beahm
Greeters Plank Family

St. Peter’s Upcoming Events:

Mon. September 15 7:00 pm Boy Scouts
Tues. September 16 7:00 pm WELCA — General mtg.
Wed. September 17 10:00 am Community Sewers

5:30 pm Manna Night

7:15 pm Community Choir Rehearsal
Thurs. September 18 10:00 am Quilters Group
Fri. September 19 9:00 am AppleFest

9:00 am Rummage Sale
Sat. September 20 9:00 am AppleFest

9:00 am Rummage Sale

Community Worship Service — Next Sunday (9/21), we will
participate in the annual service that is held jointly with our local
participating congregations as a witness to Christ in our community
for our community. We will still have Sunday School here at 9 am,
but it will end earlier than usual because worship begins in front of
the Firehall at 10 am. Offerings made there in our envelopes will
come to St. Peter’s and loose offering goes to the food cupboard.
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Welcome to St. Peter’s

We are thankful that you are here to worship with other
Christians today. In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray
that your worship experience will fill you with the grace
and mercy of Almighty God through his Holy Spirit.

Newcomers and Guests

New to St. Peter’s? Please sign the GUEST REGISTER behind the last
pew. You are welcome to commune with us if that is your practice.
A handicapped accessible RESTROOM is located near the Van Buren
Street entrance (through Luther Hall, past the kitchen, restroom is
on the left in the foyer).

Nursery - is staffed by a volunteer and available for children and
caregivers. Exit the rear of the nave and follow the steps to the
basement, the nursery is on the left. The service can be heard
through an intercom in the nursery. There are activity bags in the
back of the sanctuary and children’s bulletins geared for children
ages 5 and up are at the nave entrances.

Staying in Touch:

Our secretary is in the church office Monday-Friday,
9 am until noon. Pastor is often there also or by appointment.
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet:
Church Office: 724.538.5810

Church Email: stpetersicec@zoominternet.net
Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com

Church Website: www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org
Church Facebook Page: St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
Sunday Bulletin Deadline: Wednesdays at 10:00 AM.
Newsletter deadline: Third Sunday of the Month

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS:

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133.New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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