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“T (ift up my eyes to the hills; from where is my help to come?
My help comes from the Lord, the maker of heaven and earth.”
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PRELUDE Reverence Robert J. Hughs
BELL RINGING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the * Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of

the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation
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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



HYMN OF PRAISE
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Glo-ry to God in the hlgh-est, and peace to God’s peo-ple on earth.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are
always ready to hear our cries. Teach us to rely day and night on your
care. Inspire us to seek your enduring justice for all this suffering
world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENIOR CHOIR Great and Majestic Medley Tom Fettke
CHILDRENS MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Genesis 32:22-31

22The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two
maids, and his eleven children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok.

23 He took them and sent them across the stream, and likewise
everything that he had. ?*Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled
with him until daybreak. 2> When the man saw that he did not prevail
against Jacob, he struck him on the hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was
put out of joint as he wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go,
for the day is breaking.” But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless
you bless me.” 27 So he said to him, “What is your name?” And he
said, “Jacob.” 22 Then the man said, “You shall no longer be called
Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with humans and
have prevailed.” 2° Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your
name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he
blessed him. 3°So Jacob called the place Peniel, saying, “For | have
seen God face to face, yet my life is preserved.” 31 The sun rose upon
him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!




PSALM 121
L1 lift up my eyes to the hills;
from where is my help to come?
2 My help comes from the Lord,
the maker of heaven and earth.
3The Lord will not let your foot be moved
nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep.
4Behold, the keeper of Israel
will neither slumber nor sleep;
>the Lord watches over you;
the Lord is your shade at your right hand;
6the sun will not strike you by day,
nor the moon by night.
’The Lord will preserve you from all evil and will keep your life.
8 The Lord will watch over your going out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore.

SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5
14But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly
believed, knowing from whom you learned it > and how from
childhood you have known sacred writings that are able to instruct
you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. 1® All scripture is
inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
and for training in righteousness, 17 so that the person of God may be
proficient, equipped for every good work.

41n the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the
living and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, |
solemnly urge you: 2 proclaim the message; be persistent whether
the time is favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and
encourage with the utmost patience in teaching. 3 For the time is
coming when people will not put up with sound teaching, but, having
their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers to
suit their own desires #and will turn away from listening to the truth
and wander away to myths. ° As for you, be sober in everything,
endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, carry out your
ministry fully. This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Luke 18:1-8

The holy gospel according to Luke, the 18t™ chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

1Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and
not to lose heart. 2 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who
neither feared God nor had respect for people. 3 In that city there
was a widow who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice
against my accuser.” * For a while he refused, but later he said to
himself, “Though | have no fear of God and no respect for anyone,
>yet because this widow keeps bothering me, | will grant her justice,
so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.” ” ® And the
Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. “ And will not God
grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will
he delay long in helping them? 81 tell you, he will quickly grant justice
to them. And yet, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on
earth?”

This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
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HYMN OF THE DAY: If You But Trust in God to Guide You
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APOSTLES CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all creation.

A brief silence.

We pray for the church universal. O God, who unites the church
across the globe, bring unity and peace to a world divided by hatred
and opposition. Turn our hearts toward the gospel of Jesus Christ.

The response for each petition is: God of grace, receive our prayer.

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and
mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
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OFFERING

Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the

plates located near the entrances to the nave.

OFFERTORY SONG: Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring
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1 Ac-cept, O Lord, the gifts we bring to place up-on your ta - ble.
2 The vines were plant - ed, seeds were sown. They grew in your good plea-sure.

3 Our hopes and dreams,our toils and cares we in prayer be - fore you.
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Lord, by your grace

We do not wor - ship as

now come to us,

we ought but on - ly as were a - ble.
What once was com - mon, dail -y food be-comesa ho-1ly trea-sure.
as hum-bly we a - dore you.
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OFFERING PRAYER
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Let us pray. (silence) Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion
of what you have given to us. Turn us to set our hope not on the
uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us.
Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and

in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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It is

right

to give our thanks and praise.

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right...join their unending hymn)

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Lord taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Jesus prepares the table where all of God’s people are made one.
Come to this meal of mercy.

LAMB OF GOD (sung as the distribution of the sacrament begins)
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

The Sacrament will be offered with these words:
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Optional responses Amen or Thanks be to God or Renew us, Lord

BLESSING
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. O God, through this meal you have strengthened us and
appointed us to be your servants. Send us to do good and to share

our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and +F give you peace. Amen.
13



SENDING SONG: Rise up O Saints of God
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1 Rise up, O saints of God! From vain am - bi- tions turn;
2 Speak out, O saints of God! De - spair en - gulfs earth’s frame;
3 Rise up, O saints of God! The king-dom’s task em - brace;
4 Give heed, O saints of God! Cre - a - tion cries in pain;
5 Com -mit your hearts to  seek the  paths which Christ has  trod;
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stretch forth your hand of heal-ing now, with love the weak sus - tain.
and, quick-ened by the Spir-it’s pow’r, rise up, saints of God!
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Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936
Music: FESTAL SONG, William H. Walter, 1825-1893
Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

SHARING FOR SERVING: Birthdays and Mission Notices

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Festal Postlude Louise E. Stairs

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for October
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause supports Lutheran Service Society.
If you would like to support this cause, please mark the Other line on
your contribution envelope LSS.

The Altar Flowers The Eternal Candle
are given by his family is given by
in memory of Teresa O’Malley
Kenneth Clawson . to the Glory of God




Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following:

Cole Barkley Luke Clawson Pat Wolfe
Stephanie Hogan Mary Fulghum Pr. Jack Delk
Penny Dusenberry Troy Barkley Berty McMillen
Bea King Louise Spithaler

The family of Sam Sample

St. Peter’s Upcoming Events:

Mon. — Friday 4—-6:00 pm  After School Program
Mon. October 20 7:00 pm Boy Scouts
Wed. October 22 10:00 am Community Sewers
5:30 pm Manna Night
7:00 pm Cantata Choir Practice
8:00 pm Senior Choir Practice
Thurs. October 23 10:00 am Quilters Group
7:00 pm Bible Study
Sat. October 25 5:30 pm PumpkinFest

PumpkinFest — Come out for our 9™ annual PumpkinFest THIS Saturday,
beginning at 5:30 pm. Support our After School Program and be a part
of the event that will carve a smile right onto your (pumpkin’s) face!

Blood Drive — Our 3™ annual Elisa Walker Memorial Blood Drive is on
Monday, October 27" from 2-7pm. If you need help signing up

to donate, please let Pastor know. Also, if you would like to be part of
the hospitality team, welcoming people to our church and/or providing
cookies for donors, please let Pastor know that as well.

Turkey Dinner — Our annual Turkey Dinner will be on Saturday,
November 15t this year. The poster for donations is hanging up

now. Thank you in advance for your help, and please remember as you
sign up to take the corresponding feather with you so we don’t
accidentally duplicate each other’s work. A portion of the proceeds from
our Turkey Dinner this year will go to the Evans City Library.
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.’4 5\‘ ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
“g gg is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod
Nz of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

Pastor The Rev. Brandon Johns
Organist & Music Director Marlene Domhoff
Office Secretary Lisa French
Sexton Joe Ludwik
Asst. Minister Karen Ferrari
Lector Patti Flach
Acolyte Elsa Plank
Bell Ringer Joe Ludwik
Ushers Dan & Casey Guerriero
Nursery Colleen Prenovitz
Tech Support Adam Price
Greeters Teresa O’Malley & Barb Graham

Welcome to St. Peter’s

We are thankful that you are here to worship with other
Christians today. In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray
that your worship experience will fill you with the grace
and mercy of Almighty God through his Holy Spirit.

Newcomers and Guests

New to St. Peter’s? Please sign the GUEST REGISTER behind the last
pew. You are welcome to commune with us if that is your practice. A
handicapped accessible RESTROOM is located near the Van Buren
Street entrance (through Luther Hall, past the kitchen, restroom is on
the left in the foyer). Nursery is staffed by a volunteer and available
for children and caregivers. Exit the rear of the nave and follow the
steps to the basement, the nursery is on the left. There are activity
bags in the back of the sanctuary and children’s bulletins geared for
children ages 5 and up are at the nave entrances.

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS:

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133.New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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