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PRELUDE Invocation Charles Sergisson

BELL RINGING
PROCESSIONAL HYMN: Great is Thy Faithfulness
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I Great is thy faith - ful-ness, O  God my Fa-ther; there is no
2 Sum-mer and win - ter and spring-time and har-vest, sun, moon, and

3 Par-don for sin and a peace that en - dur-eth, thine own dear
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shad-ow of turn-ing with  thee; thou chang-est not, thy com -
stars in their cours-es a - bove join  with all na - ture in

pres-ence to  cheer and to guide; strength for  to - day and bright
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pas-sions they fail not; as thou hast been, thou for - ev - er wilt be.
man - i - fold wit-ness to thy great faith - ful - ness, mer-cy, and love.

hope for to - mor-row, bless-ings all mine, with ten thou-sand be - side!

Refrain

Greatis thy faith-ful-ness! Great is thy  faith-ful-ness! Morn-ing by
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morn-ing new  mer-cies | see; all I bhave need - ed thy
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hand hath pro - vid-ed; great is thy faith-ful-ness, Lord, un-to me.

Text: Thomas O. Chisholm, 1866—1960
Music: FAITHFULNESS, William M. Runyan, 1870-1957
Text and music © 1923, ren. 1951 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission.



GATHERING LITANY

Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever.

There is one Body and one Spirit;

There is one hope in God's call to us;

One Lord, one Faith, one Baptism;

One God and Father of all.

Blessed be God, who by the Word, is revealed to be perfect Love.
Blessed be God whose grace is freely given to all,

conveyed to us through water, word, bread, and wine.

Blessed be God who sustains and protects his Holy Church.

And blessed be God who sanctifies us and guides us in our faith.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.

KYRIE: Give to Our God Immortal Praise
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1 Give to our God im - mor - tal praise! Mer - cy and
2 He sent his Son with pow’r to save from guilt and
3 Give to the Lord of lords re - nown, the King of
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truth are all his ways. Won - ders of grace to
dark - ness and the grave. Won - ders of grace to
kings with glo ry crown. His mer-cies ev - er
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God be - long; re - peat his mer - cies in  your song.
God be - long; re - peat his mer - cies in  your song.
shall en - dure when lords and kings are known no more!
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Holy God, our righteous judge, daily your mercy surprises
us with everlasting forgiveness. Strengthen our hope in you, and
grant that all the peoples of the earth may find their glory in you,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SENIOR CHOIR Built on a Rock

CHILDRENS MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34

31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when | will make a new
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 3?It will
not be like the covenant that | made with their ancestors when | took
them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant
that they broke, though | was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this
is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those
days, says the Lord: | will put my law within them, and | will write it
on their hearts; and | will be their God, and they shall be my

people. 3*No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each
other, “Know the Lord,” for they shall all know me, from the least of
them to the greatest, says the Lord; for | will forgive their iniquity,
and remember their sin no more.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

PSALM 46
'God is our refuge and strength,
a very present help in trouble.
’Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea;
3though its waters rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble with its tumult.
“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of the Most High.
>God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken;
God shall help it at the break of day.
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*The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth melts away.
"The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.
8Come now, regard the works of the Lord,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
’behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear,
and burns the shields with fire.
10“Bea still, then, and know that | am God;
I will be exalted among the nations;
I will be exalted in the earth.”
1The Lord of hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob is our stronghold.

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28
®Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who
are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the
whole world may be held accountable to God. 2°For “no human
being will be justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for
through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 2!But now, apart from
law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by
the law and the prophets, 2’the righteousness of God through faith in
Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, #3since all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; **they are now
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus, >whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by
his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over
the sins previously committed; 2°it was to prove at the present time
that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has
faith in Jesus.

2’Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By
that of works? No, but by the law of faith. ®For we hold that a
person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (The assembly stands, if able, to welcome the gospel.)
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God’s word is  our great her - i - tage and shall be ours for - ev - er;
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to spread its light from age to age shall be our chief en - deav - or.
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Through life it guides our way; in death it is our stay. Lord, grant while
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time shall last  your church may hold it fast through-out all gen-er-a - tions.

Text: Nikolai E S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; ur. Ole G. Belsheim, 1861-1925, alt.
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther, 1483-1546

GOSPEL: Luke 18:9-14

The holy gospel according to Luke, the 18t™ chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

°[Jesus] also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that
they were righteous and regarded others with contempt: 1°“Two men
went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax
collector. *'The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God,
| thank you that | am not like other people: thieves, rogues,
adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12| fast twice a week; | give a
tenth of all my income.” 33But the tax collector, standing far off,
would not even look up to heaven, but was beating his breast and
saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!” 4l tell you, this man went
down to his home justified rather than the other; for all who exalt
themselves will be humbled, but all who humble themselves will be
exalted.”

This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY: The Church’s One Foundation
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1 The church’s one foun - da - tion is Je - sus Christ, her Lord;
2 E - lect from ev-'ry na - tion, yet one o’er all the earth,
3 Though with a scorn-ful won - der this world sees her op - pressed,
4 Through toil and trib - u - la - tion and tu- mult of her war
5 Yet she on earth has u - nion with God, the Three in One,
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she is his mew cre - a - tion by wa - ter and the word.
her char-ter of sal - va - tion one Lord, one faith, one birth:
by schisms. .rent a - sund - er, by her - e - sies dis-tressed,
she waits the con-sum - ma - tion of peace for - ev - er - more;
and mys -tic sweet com - mu - nion with those whose rest is won.
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From heav'n he came and sought her to be his ho - ly bride;
one ho - ly name she bless - es, par - takes one ho - ly  food,
yet saints their watch are keep - ing; their cry goes up: “How long?”
till  with the vi-sion glo - rious her long-ing eyes are blest,
Oh, bless - ed heav'n-ly cho - rus! Lord, save us by your grace,
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Text: Samuel J. Stone, 1839-1900
Music: AURELIA, Samuel S. Wesley, 18101876

with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.

and to one hope she press - es with ev-'ry grace en - dued.

and soon the night of weep - ing shall be the morn of song.

and the great church vic - to - rious shall be the church at rest.

that we, like saints be - fore us, may see you face to face.
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NICENE CREED
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God, begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Renewed in God’s everlasting grace, let us pray for the church, the
world, and all creation.

A brief silence.



Uniting God, you draw your church together as the one body of
Christ. Bring congregations into conversation and dialogue so the

church is transformed and reformed in your abundant grace.

The response for each petition is: God of grace, receive our prayer.

We offer our prayers, O God, trusting in your everlasting grace and
mercy, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PEACE

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING

Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the
plates located near the entrances to the nave.

OFFERTORY SONG: O Lord, We Praise You
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1 O Lord, we praise you, bless you, and a - dore you, in thanks -
2 Your ho -1ly bod - y in - to death was giv - en, life to
3 Lord God, be - stow on us your grace and fa - vor, that we
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giv - ing bow be fore you. Here  with your
win  for us in heav - . No great - er
fol - low  Christ our Sav - ior and live to -
I Q f T > f T — T
=
b — T T hd T et P
J —] ' e
bod -y and your blood you nour - ish our weak souls that
love than this to you could bind us; may this feast of
geth - er here in love and u - nion, nor re - pent this
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they may flour - ish. O Lord, have mer - cy!
that re - mind us! O Lord, have mer - cy!
blest com - mu -  nion. O Lord, have mer - cy!

Text: German hymn, 15th cent., st. 1; Martin Luther, 1483-1546, sts. 2-3; tr. composite
Music: GOTT SEI GELOBET UND GEBENEDEIET, J. Walter, Geistliche Gesangbiichlein, 1524
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have
set before us these gifts of your good creation. Prepare us for your
heavenly banquet, nourish us with this rich food and drink, and
send us forth to set tables in the midst of a suffering world, through
the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

DIALOGUE
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The Lord be with  you. And al - so with you.
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Lift up your  hearts. We lift them to  the Lord.
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our  God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right...join their unending hymn)
HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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Ho-1ly, ho -1y, ho -1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
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heav’'n and earth are  full of your glo - 1y
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,

and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,

the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Lord taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Christ invites you to this table. Come, taste and see.

LAMB OF GOD (sung as the distribution of the sacrament begins)
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Lamb of God, you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant us  peace.

The Sacrament will be offered with these words:
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Optional responses Amen or Thanks be to God or Renew us, Lord

BLESSING
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. God of the abundant table, you have refreshed our
hearts in this meal with bread for the journey. Strengthened by this
food, send us to gather the world to your banquet, where none are
left out and all are satisfied. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and +F give you peace. Amen.
12



SENDING SONG: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God
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1 A might - y for - tress is our God, a sword and shield vic -

2 No strength of  ours can match his might! We would be lost, re -

3 Though hordes of dev-ils fill the land all threat-’ning to  de -

4 God’s Word for - ev - er shall a - bide, no thanks to foes, who

to - rious; he breaks the cruel op - pres - sor’s rod and
ject - ed. But now a cham-pion comes to  fight, whom
vour us, we trem - ble not, un - moved we  stand; they
fear it; for God him - self fights by our side with
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wins sal - va - tion  glo - rious. The old sa - tan - ic foe
God him-self e - lect - ed. You ask who this may be?
can - not O - ver - powTr  US. Let this world’s ty - rant rage;
weap-ons of the Spir - it Were they to  take our house,
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has sworn to work us woe! With craft and dread - ful might
The Lord of hosts is he! Christ Je - sus, might - y Lord,
in bat - tle we’ll en - gage! His might is doomed to fail;
goods, hon - or, child, or spouse, though life be wrenched a - way,
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he arms him - self to fight. On earth he has no e - qual
God’s on - ly Son, a-dored. He holds the field vic -to - rious.
God’s judg-ment must pre - vail! One lit - tle word sub - dues him.
they can - not win the day. The king-dom’s ours for - ev -  er!

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: EIN FESTE BURG, Martin Luther

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

SHARING FOR SERVING: Birthda
DISMISSAL

ys and Mission Notices

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!
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POSTLUDE  Recessional for a Church Festival Ellen Jane Lorenz

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for October
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause supports Lutheran Service Society.
If you would like to support this cause, please mark the Other line on
your contribution envelope LSS.

The Altar Flowers
are given by Karen Ferrari
in memory of my father

Robert Sarver %
=

The Eternal Candle
is given by
Teresa O’Malley

[ ]
to the Glory of God

Cole Barkley

Bea King

Stephanie Hogan
Penny Dusenberry

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following:

Luke Clawson Pat Wolfe
Mary Fulghum Pr. Jack Delk
Troy Barkley Berty McMillen

the Maddox Family

The families of Sam Sample, Carol Mussig, Bill Boice,
Louise Spithaler, and Carl Powell

St. Peter’s Upcoming Events:

Mon. — Friday
Mon. October 27

Wed. October 29

Thurs. October 30

Sat. November 1

4 —-6:00 pm
2:00 pm
7:00 pm
10:00 am
5:30 pm
7:00 pm
8:00 pm
10:00 am
7:00 pm
9:00 am
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After School Program
Blood Drive

Boy Scouts
Community Sewers
Manna Night

Cantata Choir Practice
Senior Choir Practice
Quilters Group

Bible Study

WELCA Fall Cluster




Blood Drive — Our 3™ annual Elisa Walker Memorial Blood Drive is
tomorrow. If you need help signing up to donate, please let Pastor
know. Please invite other to join us in this needed service, too!

All Saints Sunday — In next week’s service, we will give thanks to for the
gift of baptism, which makes us a part of the community of saints.
Additionally, members of our community who have died in the previous
year will have their names read during the service and have a candle lit
by Pastor as we remember that their light continues to shine in us and
before God. Everyone will be invited to also light a candle for them or
any other loved ones during the worship service.

Congregational Meeting — On Sunday, Nov. 9%, we will have our annual
congregational meeting. We will consider and approve a mission
spending plan for our community, as well as elect people we believe to
be called by God into leadership for this season in our church’s life.

Turkey Dinner — Our annual Turkey Dinner will be on Saturday,
November 15™. Thank you in advance for your help, preparing, serving,
and gathering others to be a part of this fellowship event.

.’4 h\‘ ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
gg &y is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod
X1z of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

ELCA Presiding Bishop The Rev. Yehiel Curry
SWPA Synod Bishop The Rev. Melissa Stohler
Pastor The Rev. Brandon Johns
Organist & Music Director Marlene Domhoff
Office Secretary Lisa French
Sexton Joe Ludwik
Asst. Minister Ted Lundgren Il
Lector Cheryl Thomas
Acolyte Myka Plank
Bell Ringer Wes Schmidt
Ushers Heidi Beahm and Brian Johns
Nursery Beverly Barkley
Tech Support Heidi Beahm
Greeters Donna Daugherty and Adam Price
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Welcome to St. Peter’s

We are thankful that you are here to worship with
other Christians today. In the name of Jesus
Christ, we pray that your worship experience will
fill you with the grace and mercy of Almighty God
through his Holy Spirit.

Newcomers and Guests

New to St. Peter’s? Please sign the GUEST REGISTER behind the
last pew. A handicapped accessible RESTROOM is located near
the Van Buren Street entrance (through Luther Hall, past the
kitchen, restroom is on the left in the foyer). You are welcome
to commune with us if that is your practice.

Nursery - is staffed by a volunteer and available for children and
caregivers. Exit the rear of the nave and follow the steps to the
basement, the nursery is on the left. The service can be heard
through an intercom in the nursery. There are activity bags in
the back of the sanctuary and children’s bulletins geared for
children ages 5 and up are at the nave entrances.

Staying in Touch:

Our church office is open Monday through Friday from
9 am until noon. Pastor is often there also or by appointment.
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet:
Church Office: 724.538.5810

Church Email: stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net

Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com

Church Website: www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org
Church Facebook Page: St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
Sunday Bulletin Deadline: Wednesdays at 10:00 AM.
Newsletter deadline: Third Sunday of the Month

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS:

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133.New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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