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PRELUDE In This Holy Place Bertha Frick
BELL RINGING

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
the fountain of living water,

the rock who gave us birth,

our light and our salvation.

Amen.

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,
we are clothed with God's mercy and forgiveness.
Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism.

We give you thanks, O God,
for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters

and by your Word you created the world,
calling forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into
freedom.

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the
Holy Spirit.

By water and your Word you claim us as daughters and sons,
making us heirs of your promise and servants of all.

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,
and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.

Shower us with your Spirit,
and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love.

To you be given honor and praise

through Jesus Christ our Lord

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN:
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Spirit of God, Descend Upon My Heart
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1 Spir - it of God, de - scend up - on my heart;
2 1 ask  no dream, no proph - et ec - sta - sies,
3 Have you not bid me love you, God and King;
4 Teach me to love you as your an - gels love,
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wean it from earth, through all its  puls - es move;
no sud - den rend ing of the \wveil of clay,
all, all your own, soul, heart, and strength, and mind?
one ho - ly pas sion fill - ing all my  frame:
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stoop to my weak - ness, strength to me im - part,
no an - gel vis i - tant, no  op - ‘ning skies;
I see your cross; there teach my heart to cling.
the bap - tism of the heav’'n - de - scend - ed dove,
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and make me love you as I ought to love.
but take the dim - ness of my soul a - way.
Oh, let me seek you and, oh, let me find!
my heart an al - tar, and your love the flame.
GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always.

And also with you!
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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I Wor-thy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood set us
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free to be peo-ple of God. Pow - er and rich - es and wis - dom and
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strength, and  hon - or and bless-ing and glo-ry are his.
Refrain
I Q b— o 1 T H — T I — ———
| ———— i -
J T 1 d |
This is the feast of vic-to-ry for our God. Al-le - lu - ia.
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2 Sing with  all the peo - ple of God and join in the
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hymn of all cre - a - tion: Bless-ing and hon - or and glo - ry and
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mightbe to God andthe Lamb for - ev-er. A - men.
Final refrain
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has be - gun his  reign. Al - le - lu-ia. Al-le - Iu - ia.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God our Father, at the baptism of Jesus you
proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy
Spirit. Make all who are baptized into Christ faithful to their calling to
be your daughters and sons, and empower us all with your Spirit,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

SENIOR CHOIR Come to the Water Anna Laura Page
CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Isaiah 42:1-9
'Here is my servant, whom | uphold,
my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
| have put my spirit upon him;
he will bring forth justice to the nations.
2He will not cry or lift up his voice,
or make it heard in the street;
3a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
“He will not grow faint or be crushed
until he has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for his teaching.

>Thus says God, the LoRrD,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
6] am the Lorp, | have called you in righteousness,
| have taken you by the hand and kept you;
| have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations,
’to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
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8] am the LoRD, that is my name;
my glory | give to no other,
nor my praise to idols.
9See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things | now declare;
before they spring forth,
| tell you of them.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

PSALM 29 (Read Responsively)
1Ascribe to the LoRD, you gods,
ascribe to the LorD glory and strength.
2Ascribe to the Lorp the glory due God’s name;
worship the Lorb in the beauty of holiness.
3The voice of the LoRD is upon the waters; the God of glory
thunders; the LORD is upon the mighty waters.
“The voice of the Lorp is a powerful voice;
the voice of the LoRrD is a voice of splendor.
>The voice of the LoRD breaks the cedar trees;
the LorD breaks the cedars of Lebanon;
the LorD makes Lebanon skip like a calf,
and Mount Hermon like a young wild ox.
"The voice of the LOrRD
bursts forth in lightning flashes.
8The voice of the Lorp shakes the wilderness;
the LorD shakes the wilderness of Kadesh.
9The voice of the LorRD makes the oak trees writhe and strips
the forests bare.
And in the temple of the LorD all are crying, “Glory!”
10The Lorb sits enthroned above the flood;
the Loro sits enthroned as king forevermore.
110 Lorp, give strength to your people;
give them, O LORD, the blessings of peace.



SECOND READING: Acts 10:34-43

34peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly
understand that God shows no partiality, 3°but in every nation
anyone who fears him and does what is right is acceptable to

him. 3®You know the message he sent to the people of Israel,
preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 3’That message
spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that
John announced: 3how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the
Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with

him. 3°We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; “°but
God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, *'not to
all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and
who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. **He
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the
one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. “3All the
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him
receives forgiveness of sins through his name.”

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
(The assembly stands, if able, to welcome the gospel.)
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GOSPEL: Matthew 3:13-17

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the third chapter.

Glory to you, O Lord.

13Then Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized
by him. **John would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be
baptized by you, and do you come to me?” °But Jesus answered
him, “Let it be so now; for it is proper for us in this way to fulfill all
righteousness.” Then he consented. **And when Jesus had been
baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the heavens
were opened to him and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove and alighting on him. 7And a voice from heaven said, “This is
my Son, the Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.”

This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: Songs of Thankfulness and Praise
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I Songs of thank-ful - ness and praise, Je - sus, Lord, to thee we raise;
2 Man -i- fest at Jor-dan’s stream, proph-et, priest,and king su - preme;
3 Man -i-fest in mak-ing whole weak-ened bod -y, faint-ing soul;
4 Grant us grace to see thee, Lord, pres - ent in thy ho - ly word;
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man -1 - fest-ed by the star to the sa-ges from a - far,
and at Ca-na wed-ding guest in thy God-head man-i - fest;
man -1 - fest in  val - iant fight, quell-ing all the dev-il's might;
graceto im - i - tate thee now and be pure, as pure art thou;

branch of roy - al Da-vid’s stem in  thy birth at Beth - le - hem:
man - i - fest in pow’r di- vine, chang-ing wa - ter in - to wine;
man - i - fest in gra-cious will, ev - er bring-ing good from ill:
that we might be - come like thee at  thy great e - piph - a - ny,
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an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,

an - thems be to thee ad-dressed, God in
an - thems be to thee ad-dressed,

and may praise thee, ev - er blest,

flesh made man-i - fest.



APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church,
the whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our
home. A brief silence.

Steadfast God, give courage to your servant church. Heal our
divisions and unite us in mission. Uphold our lay leaders,
missionaries, pastors, and bishops, and all who proclaim hope in a
broken world.

The response for each petition is:
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us,
we commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made
known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERING
Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the
plates located near the entrances to the nave.

CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING
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Thank the Lord and sing his praise; tell ev-’ry-one what he has done.
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Let ev-’ry-one who seeks the Lord re - joice and proud-ly bear his name.
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He re- calls his prom - is- es and leads his peo- ple forth in joy

with shouts of thanks - giv - ing. Al - le-lu-ija. Al-le-lu - ia

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a
mother receives her child, with arms open wide. Nourish us anew
in your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to tend to
others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace.
Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE PROPER PREFACE (it is indeed right.... join their unending hymn)
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

04 | . —
" Pa— — I o — N—
|‘\J/= ) z (7 H— ——— 1 o | — — ——
J 0o | — 1
Ho-1ly, ho -1ly, ho -1ly Lord, Lord God of pow’r and might,
04 , . . .
P e e e
ore—pr—e—o |, + o5 o
J I ~—
heav’n and earth  are full of your glo - 1y
04 . .
g7 —— — I f i —]
Gie Ff o 2 o . J T 1] * #:s ]
H—eo—9—o 1/ | i) P B ———
J | & oo o 7
Ho - san-na in the high - est. Bless - ed is he who comes
0 u . .
I f — ——— — il
e J JJ i
\/ | l II I | I - hut | d al i |
in the name of the Lord. Ho - san-na in the high - est.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son,

whom you sent in this end of the ages

to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.

He is your Word, inseparable from you,

through whom you created all things, and in whom you take delight.

He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb.

He there took on our nature and our lot

and was shown forth as your Son,

born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.
He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will

and won for you a holy people;

he stretched out his hands in suffering in order to free from suffering
those who trust you and shine your light upon this world.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we take this bread
and cup, giving you thanks that you have made us worthy to stand
before you and to serve you as your priestly people.

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church;

gather into one all who share this bread and wine;

fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth,

that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ;
through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father,

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Taught by God’s Word Incarnate, we are bold to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.
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LAMB OF GOD (sung as the distribution of the sacrament begins)
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sin of the world; grant us peace, grant  us  peace.

The Sacrament will be offered with these words:
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Optional responses Amen or Thanks be to God or Renew us, Lord

BLESSING
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER

Let us pray. Radiant God with our eyes we have seen your salvation
and, in this meal, we have feasted on your grace. May your Word
take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your
glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and +F give you peace. Amen.
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SENDING SONG: God Whose Almighty Word
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1 God, whose al - might - y  word cha-os and dark - ness heard
2 Christ, who once came to  bring, on your re - deem - ing wing,
3 Spir - it of truth and love, life-giv-ing, ho - ly dove,
4 Ho - ly and  bless - ed three, glo-ri-ous Trin - 1 - ty,
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Wis - dom, Love, Might: bound-less as 0 - cean’s tide, roll - ing in
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gos - pel day sheds not its glo - rious ray, let there be light
lu - sions blind; oh, now to hu - man-kind let there be light.
lamp of grace, and in earth’s dark - est place let there be light.
full - est pride, through the earth, far and wide, let there be light.
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SHARING FOR SERVING: Mission Notices and Birthdays

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Let your light shine. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE

| Will Praise Thee

Benton Price

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for January: Meals on Wheels

If you would like to support this cause, please mark the “Other” line
on your contribution envelope Meals On Wheels.
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Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following:

Cole Barkley Luke Clawson Mary Fulghum
Stephanie Hogan Berty McMillen Rick Reifenstein
Richard Hutchins Gini Rinkus Ray Snider
Robin Frankford The family of Cody Detwiler
Today’s Altar Flowers are giving by the Today’s Eternal Candle
Bonicky Family in praise and thanksgiving is presented by
for our daughter, Chelsea Mars Kenney, Teresa O’Malley
as she celebrates her 30th birthday on in loving memory of
January 13th & in honor of loved ones-- Shirley Wise
past and present--who have birthdays
this week: David Piper, Marge Maczon,. LI e 4

Cheryl Mars, & Steve Rengers

.’4 2‘ ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

B is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod
<i# of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

ELCA Presiding Bishop The Rev. Yehiel Curry
SWPA Synod Bishop The Rev. Melissa Stohler
Pastor The Rev. Brandon Johns
Organist & Music Director Marlene Domhoff
Sexton Joe Ludwik
Acolyte Ethan Johns
Asst. Minister Ted Lindgren Il
Bell Ringer Joe Ludwik
Greeters Mary Jane & Heinie Raupp
Lector Jane Taylor
Ushers Cindy & Tom Ayres
Nursery Emily Taylor
Tech Support Heidi Beahm

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS:

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133.New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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Welcome to St. Peter’s

We are thankful that you are here to worship with other
Christians today. In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray
that your worship experience will fill you with the grace
and mercy of Almighty God through his Holy Spirit.

Newcomers and Guests

New to St. Peter’s? Please sign the GUEST REGISTER behind the
last pew. You are welcome to commune with us if that is your
practice. A handicapped accessible RESTROOM is located near
the Van Buren Street entrance (through Luther Hall, past the
kitchen, restroom is on the left in the foyer).

Nursery - is staffed by a volunteer and available for children and
caregivers. Exit the rear of the nave and follow the steps to the
basement, the nursery is on the left. The service can be heard
through an intercom in the nursery. There are activity bags in
the back of the sanctuary and children’s bulletins geared for
children ages 5 and up are at the nave entrances.

Church Facebook Page: St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
Sunday Bulletin Deadline: Wednesdays at 10:00 AM.
Newsletter deadline: Third Sunday of the Month

St. Peter’s Upcoming Events:

Mon. — Fri. 4-6:00 pm After School Program
Mon. Jan 12 6:30 pm Worship Meeting
7:00 pm Boy Scouts/Club
Tues. Jan. 13 7:00 pm Council Meeting
Wed. Jan. 14 10:00 am Community Quilters
12:00 pm Lunch Bunch
5:30 pm Manna Night
7:00 pm Choir Practice
Thurs. Jan 15 10:00 am Quilters
7:00 pm Bible Study
Sat. Jan 17 6:30 pm Game Night
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