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PRELUDE Morning Prelude Florence Moorhead
BELL RINGING

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father,

and of the * Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of

the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
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to help the poor and need - y, and bid the weak be strong;
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I 9 a— I - — T ]
I:M H* e —1 2 1 e - c————
i i i i | i i T I | i ]
”; ! ! ! | ! | ! | ] ! !
You come to break op - pres - sion, to set the cap - tive
to give them songs for sigh - ing, their dark-ness turn to
Be - fore you on the moun - tains shall peace, the her - ald,
To you shall prayer un - ceas - ing and dai - ly vows as -
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pre - cious in your sight.
hill to val - ley flow.
king - dom with - out end.

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.

Music: FREUT EUCH, IHR LIEBEN, Leonhart Schréter, 15401602

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always.

And also with you!



CANTICLE OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit
hold us forever, that through your grace we may worship you and
faithfully serve you, follow you and joyfully find you, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

SENIOR CHOIR Each and Every Day Jay Althouse
CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Isaiah 49:1-7
IListen to me, O coastlands,
pay attention, you peoples from far away!
The LorD called me before | was born,
while | was in my mother’s womb he named me.
2He made my mouth like a sharp sword,
in the shadow of his hand he hid me;
he made me a polished arrow,
in his quiver he hid me away.
3And he said to me, “You are my servant,
Israel, in whom | will be glorified.”
4But | said, “I have labored in vain,
| have spent my strength for nothing and vanity;
yet surely my cause is with the LORD,
and my reward with my God.”

>And now the LORD says,
who formed me in the womb to be his servant,
to bring Jacob back to him,
and that Israel might be gathered to him,
for 1 am honored in the sight of the LoRrbD,
and my God has become my strength—
bhe says, “It is too light a thing that you should be my servant
to raise up the tribes of Jacob
and to restore the survivors of Israel;
| will give you as a light to the nations,
that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth.”
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'Thus says the LORD,
the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One,
to one deeply despised, abhorred by the nations,
the slave of rulers,
“Kings shall see and stand up,
princes, and they shall prostrate themselves,
because of the Lorb, who is faithful,
the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.”
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

PSALM 40:1-11 (Read Responsively)
I waited patiently upon the LORD,
who stooped to me and heard my cry.
’The Lorb lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the miry clay,
and set my feet upon a high cliff, making my footing sure.
3The LORD put a new song in my mouth,
a song of praise to our God;
many shall see, and stand in awe,
and put their trust in the LoRD.
“Happy are they who trust in the Lorb!
They do not turn to enemies or to those who follow lies.
>Great are the wonders you have done, O LorRD my God!
In your plans for us, none can be compared with you!
Oh, that | could make them known and tell them!
But they are more than | can count.
6sacrifice and offering you do not desire;
you have opened my ears: burnt-offering and sin-offering
you have not required.
’And so | said, “Here | am; | come.
In the scroll of the book it is written of me:
8] love to do your will, 0 my God;
your law is deep within me.””
% proclaimed righteousness in the great assembly;
| have not restrained my lips, O LORD, you know.



101 have not hidden your righteousness in my heart;
I have spoken of your faithfulness and your deliverance;
I have not concealed your steadfast love and truth
from the great assembly.
1You are the LorDp; do not withhold your compassion from me;
may your steadfast love and your truth
continually keep me safe.

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9
Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and
our brother Sosthenes,

2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those
who in every place call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both
their Lord and ours:

3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ.

4] give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of
God that has been given you in Christ Jesus, >for in every way you
have been enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—
Sjust as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—
’so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the
end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus
Christ. °God is faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of
his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
(The assembly stands, if able, to welcome the gospel.)
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GOSPEL: John 1:29-42
The holy gospel according to John, the first chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
29[John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared,
“Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 3°This
is he of whom | said, ‘After me comes a man who ranks ahead of me
because he was before me.” 3!I myself did not know him; but | came
baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be revealed to
Israel.” 3And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from
heaven like a dove, and it remained on him. 33l myself did not know
him, but the one who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He
on whom you see the Spirit descend and remain is the one who
baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” 3*And | myself have seen and have
testified that this is the Son of God.”

35The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples,
36and as he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the
Lamb of God!” 3’The two disciples heard him say this, and they
followed Jesus. 3When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said
to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, “Rabbi”
(which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 3°He
said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was
staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four
o’clock in the afternoon. 4°One of the two who heard John speak and
followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. **He first found his
brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which
is translated Anointed). ?He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at
him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called
Cephas” (which is translated Peter).
This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

Come
an Saie




HYMN OF THE DAY: O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright!
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dis - tress  us, yet  with heav’'n - ly joy you bless  us.
you teach us God’s own love through you has reached us.
for - ev - er, keeps us yours and fails us nev - er!

Oh, let the harps break forth in sound! Our joy be all with music crowned,
Our voices gaily blending! For Christ goes with us all the way —

Today, tomorrow, ev’ry day! His love is never ending!

Sing out! Ring out! Jubilation! Exultation! Tell the story!

Praise to Christ, who reigns in glory!

Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship
Music: WIE SCHON LEUCHTET, Philipp Nicolai
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.



APOSTLES’ CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church,
the whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our
home. A brief silence.

Gracious God, gather the church into one great fellowship. Equip
your people to work together for justice and peace, following the
example of Martin Luther King Jr., renewer of society, whose birth
we remember this week.

The response for each petition is:
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us,
we commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made
known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.
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OFFERING
Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the
plates located near the entrances to the nave.

CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING
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He re- calls his prom - is- es and leads his peo- ple forth in joy

with shouts of thanks - giv - ing. Al - le-lu-ija. Al-le-lu - ia

OFFERTORY PRAYER

Let us pray. O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a
mother receives her child, with arms open wide. Nourish us anew
in your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to tend to
others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace.
Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE PROPER PREFACE (it is indeed right.... join their unending hymn)
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son,

whom you sent in this end of the ages

to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will.

He is your Word, inseparable from you,

through whom you created all things, and in whom you take delight.

He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb.

He there took on our nature and our lot

and was shown forth as your Son,

born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary.
He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will

and won for you a holy people;

he stretched out his hands in suffering in order to free from suffering
those who trust you and shine your light upon this world.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we take this bread
and cup, giving you thanks that you have made us worthy to stand
before you and to serve you as your priestly people.

Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church;

gather into one all who share this bread and wine;

fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth,

that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ;
through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father,

with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Taught by God’s Word Incarnate, we are bold to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.




LAMB OF GOD (sung as the distribution of the sacrament begins)
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The Sacrament will be offered with these words:
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Optional responses Amen or Thanks be to God or Renew us, Lord

BLESSING
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER

Let us pray. Radiant God with our eyes we have seen your salvation
and, in this meal, we have feasted on your grace. May your Word
take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your
glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and +F give you peace. Amen.
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SENDING SONG: | Love to Tell the Story
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to tell the old, old sto-ry of Je - sus and his love.

Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911
Music: HANKEY, William E. Fischer, 1849-1936

SHARING FOR SERVING: Mission Notices and Birthdays

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Let your light shine. Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE Lift Up Your Songs of Praise Stewart Landon
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Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for January: Meals on Wheels
If you would like to support this cause, please mark the “Other” line
on your contribution envelope Meals On Wheels.

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following:

Cole Barkley Luke Clawson Mary Fulghum
Stephanie Hogan Berty McMillen Rick Reifenstein
Gini Rinkus Ray Snider Robin Frankford
Glenn Fulghum Jane Miller

The families of Carol Czwalga, Ruby Detwiler, & Cody Detwiler

Today’s Altar Flowers are giving by Today’s Eternal Candle
Joe Ludwik & Family is presented by Teresa O’Malley
in loving memory of Susan Ludwik in loving memory of Shirley Wise x
whose birthday is January 22",
oo | Today’s Altar Flowers
€., aregiving by The Erin Family

J
' N
L

i celebration of Jack’s 12" birthday.

Featured Food Cupboard Donations — The featured items for our
congregation in January are Peanut Butter and Jelly.

MLK Day of Service — Tomorrow, we will join with the Evans City
Ministerium for devotions and service projects. At 9:45 am, we will
meet at St. John’s for devotions and then organize into service
teams. Pastor will be leading a group to host Bingo at Kadima.

Soup Sale — All soup and bread orders are due to the office by
Tuesday, January 20t™. However, the soup sale isn’t just about selling
soup. It's also about wonderful fellowship time. Everyone is invited
to come out and be a part of the fun by helping to make and jar the
soup. We start at 8 am on Saturday, January 24 and generally work
until the pick up time. Proceeds will support our WELCA 2026
designated outreach, Reagan’s Journey, and priority projects. For
more info about helping out, please talk to Christine Johns.
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Congregational Meeting — Please plan to stay after worship on
February 15 for lunch, which will be provided, and our annual
Bulletin of Reports meeting. In addition to having the opportunity to
share table fellowship together and celebrate our ministry
accomplishments from last year, we also have a couple of business
items on the agenda. We will be voting on a proposal for the
basement bathrooms and voting on whether to move forward with
other improvement projects (possibly paving the upper parking lot)
should the grant money we applied for those projects come through
for us. Please plan to stay for this important part of our life together!

Looking Ahead: The talent show that is part of our Shrove Tuesday
festivities is only a month away. Get your “act” together now! Start
practicing your family friendly jokes too. The annual pancake and
sausage dinner on February 17t begins at 5:30 pm. We will close
with the Burning of the Palms Service. Please sign up to perform
during our “talent” show so we know how to plan for the evening.

Hoagie Sale — Please consider purchasing hoagies to support our
After School Program. Orders need to be returned next Sunday.
Checks can be made payable to the church with Hoagies in the
Memo line. We know it’s a fast turnaround between soup and
sandwich orders, but hoagie orders are timed to be available for the
Super Bowl. Thank you for your patience and support.

Venmo — Alternative Electronic Giving Method

In addition to our regular forms of giving, Peters LCEC
including our online option through Tithely, WPeters-LCEC
we now have the option of receiving monetary Eg‘ﬁiﬁlﬂ
gifts and offerings through Venmo. 5;? i_-‘-""'“"z"-ﬁg:"
j_ PL Sl

If you choose to use Venmo, please note how o
you would like the funds to be designated, like *:ﬂ&%
for Current Fund or Poinsettias. ny
If not, Venmo funds will be treated like

undesignated cash offerings, which means 90%
goes to the Current Fund and 10% to Synod Benevolence.

venmo
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A {‘ ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
‘ g is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

Pastor The Rev. Brandon Johns
Organist & Music Director Marlene Domhoff
Sexton Joe Ludwik
Acolyte Alyssa Mossor
Asst. Minister Janice Hogan
Bell Ringer Wes Schmidt
Greeters Wes & Linda Schmidt
Lector Adam Price
Ushers Adam Price & Rob Burr
Nursery Marge Lindgren

Tech Support

Adam Price

St. Peter’'s Upcoming Events:

Mon. Jan. 19
Tues —Fri

Tue. Jan. 20
Wed. Jan. 21

Thur. Jan. 22

Sat. Jan. 24

9:45-12:30 pm MLK Service Day
4:00-6:00 pm After School

7:00 pm Finance Meeting
10:00 am Community Quilters
5:30 pm Manna Night

7:00 pm Choir Practice
10:00 am Quilters Group

7:00 pm Bible Study

8:00 am Soup Making

2:30-3:30 pm Soup Pick Up

or me, [ will always
e hope; I will praise
more and more.




$t. Peter's Luthersn Church
Aster School Program

Orders Due Sunday, January 25t
Pick up Saturday, Feb. 7" or Sunday, Feb. 8t

Name:

Phone Number:

Do you prefer to pick up on Saturday or Sunday?

8" Hoagies packaged in individual containers
(lettuce, tomato & dressing are bagged separately)

Regular Italian Turkey & Total #
Hoagie: Hoagie: Provolone of
Bologna, Ham, | Capicola, Cheese Hoagies
Hard Salami, Pepperoni, Ordered
American Salami

Cheese




Welcome to St. Peter’s

We are thankful that you are here to worship “ 1/
with other Christians today. In the name of e —
Jesus Christ, we pray that your worship o
experience will fill you with the grace and i~

mercy of Almighty God through his Holy Spirit.

Newcomers and Guests

New to St. Peter’s? Please sign the GUEST REGISTER behind the
last pew. You are welcome to commune with us if that is your
practice. A handicapped accessible RESTROOM is located near
the Van Buren Street entrance (through Luther Hall, past the
kitchen, restroom is on the left in the foyer).

Nursery - is staffed by a volunteer and available for children and
caregivers. Exit the rear of the nave and follow the steps to the
basement, the nursery is on the left. The service can be heard
through an intercom in the nursery. There are activity bags in
the back of the sanctuary and children’s bulletins geared for
children ages 5 and up are at the nave entrances.

Staying in Touch:

Our church office is open Monday through Friday from
9 am until noon. Pastor is often there also or by appointment.
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet:
Church Office: 724.538.5810

Church Email: stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net

Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com

Church Website: www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org
Church Facebook Page: St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
Sunday Bulletin Deadline: Wednesdays at 10:00 AM.
Newsletter deadline: Third Sunday of the Month

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS:

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133.New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.

20


mailto:stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net
mailto:rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com
http://www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org/

