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PRELUDE                     Litany                     Chester Nordman  
 

BELL RINGING  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father,  

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN:   Dearest Jesus, at Your Word 

 
 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always. 
And also with you! 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us 
and follows after us. Summon us into your light, and direct our steps 
in the ways of goodness that come through the cross of your Son, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

SENIOR CHOIR           Come with Joyful Singing         Joseph M. Martin 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

FIRST READING:  Isaiah 9:1-4 
1There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former 
time [the LORD] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the 
land of Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way 
of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
 2The people who walked in darkness 
  have seen a great light; 
 those who lived in a land of deep darkness— 
  on them light has shined. 
 3You have multiplied the nation, 
  you have increased its joy; 
 they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, 
  as people exult when dividing plunder. 
 4For the yoke of their burden, 
  and the bar across their shoulders, 
  the rod of their oppressor, 
  you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 
 

PSALM 27:1,4-9 (Read Responsively) 
1The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? 
  The LORD is the stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 
 4One thing I ask of the LORD; one thing I seek; 
  that I may dwell in the house of the LORD all the days of my life; 

to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD  
and to seek God in the temple. 
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      5For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, 
  hide me in the hidden places of the sanctuary,  

and raise me high upon a rock. 
 6Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies  

who surround me. 
  Therefore I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of 

rejoicing; I will sing and make music to the LORD.  
 7Hear my voice, O LORD, when I call; 
  have mercy on me and answer me. 
    8My heart speaks your message—“Seek my face.” 
  Your face, O LORD, I will seek. 
 9Hide not your face from me,  

turn not away from your servant in anger. 
  Cast me not away—you have been my helper;  

forsake me not, O God of my salvation.  
 

SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 1:10-18 
10Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be no 
divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and 
the same purpose. 11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s 
people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 
12What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I 
belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 
13Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you 
baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank God that I baptized none of 
you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one can say that you were 
baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize also the household of 
Stephanas; beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone 
else.) 17For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the 
gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ 
might not be emptied of its power. 
 18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
(The assembly stands, if able, to welcome the gospel.) 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 4:12-23 
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the fourth chapter.   
Glory to you, O Lord.  
12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew 
to Galilee. 13He left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by 
the sea, in the territory of Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what had 
been spoken through the prophet Isaiah might be fulfilled: 
 15“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, 
  on the road by the sea, across the Jordan,  

Galilee of the Gentiles— 
 16the people who sat in darkness have seen a great light, 
 and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death 
  light has dawned.” 
17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom 
of heaven has come near.” 
 18As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, 
who is called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the 
sea—for they were fishermen. 19And he said to them, “Follow me, 
and I will make you fish for people.” 20Immediately they left their 
nets and followed him. 21As he went from there, he saw two other 
brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat 
with their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 
22Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed him. 

 23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease 
and every sickness among the people. 

This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: Will You Come and Follow Me 
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APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church,  
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins,  
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, 
the whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our 
home.  A brief silence. 
 

Holy One, you entrust the message of the cross and the mission of 
the gospel to the church in every land. Guide the newly baptized and 
deepen the faith of all who follow Christ. 
 

The response for each petition is:  
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

Confident that the Holy Spirit receives our prayers and answers us, 
we commend all for whom we pray to God’s loving-kindness made 
known to us in Christ Jesus our Savior. Amen. 
 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
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OFFERING 
Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the 
plates located near the entrances to the nave. 
 

CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING 

 
 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray.  O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a 
mother receives her child, with arms open wide. Nourish us anew 
in your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to tend to 
others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 
Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.   
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right…. join their unending hymn) 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
We give you thanks, Father, through Jesus Christ, your beloved Son, 
whom you sent in this end of the ages 
to save and redeem us and to proclaim to us your will. 
 

He is your Word, inseparable from you, 
through whom you created all things, and in whom you take delight. 
He is your Word, sent from heaven to a virgin’s womb. 
He there took on our nature and our lot 
and was shown forth as your Son, 
born of the Holy Spirit and of the virgin Mary. 
He, our Lord Jesus, fulfilled all your will 
and won for you a holy people; 
he stretched out his hands in suffering in order to free from suffering 
those who trust you and shine your light upon this world. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, then, his death and resurrection, we take this bread 
and cup, giving you thanks that you have made us worthy to stand 
before you and to serve you as your priestly people. 
Send your Spirit upon these gifts of your church; 
gather into one all who share this bread and wine; 
fill us with your Holy Spirit to establish our faith in truth, 
that we may praise and glorify you through your Son Jesus Christ; 
through whom all glory and honor are yours, almighty Father, 
with the Holy Spirit, in your holy church, both now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER  
Taught by God’s Word Incarnate, we are bold to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,  
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 
Come to the table; taste and see. 
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LAMB OF GOD (sung as the distribution of the sacrament begins) 

 
 
The Sacrament will be offered with these words:  
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Optional responses Amen or Thanks be to God or Renew us, Lord    
 

BLESSING   
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.   Amen.   
 

PRAYER 

Let us pray. Radiant God with our eyes we have seen your salvation 
and, in this meal, we have feasted on your grace. May your Word 
take flesh in us, that we may be your holy people, revealing your 
glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
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SENDING SONG: Thy Strong Word 

 
 
SHARING FOR SERVING: Mission Notices and Birthdays  
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DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Let your light shine. Thanks be to God!    
 

POSTLUDE        Fantasia on “Old Hundredth”   Roger C. Wilson 
 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for January: Meals on Wheels 
If you would like to support this cause, please mark the “Other” line  

on your contribution envelope Meals On Wheels. 

 

Congregational Meeting – Please plan to stay after worship on 
February 1st for lunch, which will be provided, and our annual 
Bulletin of Reports meeting.  We will be voting on a proposal for the 
basement bathrooms and whether to move forward with other 
improvement projects (possibly paving the upper parking lot) should 
the grant money we applied for those projects come through for us.  
 

      St. Peter’s Upcoming Events: 

Mon. – Fri.           4:00 – 6:00 pm           After School 
Tue. Jan. 27           7:00 pm         Dorcas Circle 
Wed. Jan. 28         10:00 am         Community Quilters  
            5:30 pm         Manna Night 
            7:00 pm         Choir Practice 
Thur. Jan. 29         10:00 am          Quilters Group 
            7:00 pm         Bible Study 

 

Today’s Eternal Candle 
is presented by Teresa O’Malley 

in loving memory of          
Shirley Wise 

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following: 
 

      Cole Barkley     Luke Clawson Mary Fulghum 
      Stephanie Hogan     Berty McMillen Rick Reifenstein 
      Glenn Fulghum     Jane Miller  Julie W & Tim Barron         
      Pat Wolfe      Roland Wise  Audray Muscatello Yost 
      The families of Carol Czwalga, Ruby Detwiler, & Cody Detwiler 

Today’s Altar Flowers are 
giving by Beverly Barkley 

in loving memory of           
Troy Barkley 
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ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH   

is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod  

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 
 

Pastor  The Rev. Brandon Johns 
Organist & Music Director     Marlene Domhoff  
Sexton Joe Ludwik 
Acolyte Jocelyn Thomas 
Asst. Minister Karen Ferrari 
Bell Ringer Adam Price  
Greeters Robin & Jason Plank  
Lector Ted Lindgren III  
Ushers Dan & Casey Guerriero 
Nursery Beverly Barkley 
Tech Support Heidi Beahm 
 

Welcome to St. Peter’s  

We are thankful that you are here to worship with other Christians 
today.  In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray that your worship 
experience will fill you with the grace and mercy of Almighty God 
through his Holy Spirit.  New to St. Peter’s?  You are welcome to 
commune with us if that is your practice.  A handicapped accessible 
restroom is located near the Van Buren Street entrance (through 
Luther Hall, past the kitchen, restroom is on the left in the foyer).   
Alternative Electronic Giving Method - In addition 
to our regular forms of giving, including Tithely, 
we now have the option of receiving monetary 
gifts and offerings through Venmo. If you choose 
to use Venmo, please note how you would like 
the funds to be designated, like for Current Fund 
or Poinsettias. If not, Venmo funds will be treated 
like undesignated cash offerings, which, at this time, means 90% 
goes to the Current Fund and 10% to Synod Benevolence.   
 

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133.New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of  
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 


