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PRELUDE                   Jesus Paid It All           Robert J. Hughes  
 

BELL RINGING 
 

The Lenten Cross Garden will grow each week as a different symbol of 
Christ is added at the foot of the cross. Its stark beauty prepares us for 
the extravagant beauty of the Resurrection Garden on Easter Morning. 
 

LINEN  “They took the body of Jesus and bound it in linen cloths.” 
-John 19:40    

Linen, in its finest form, was a symbol of purity, so it was used in 
service of worshipping God, from priestly garments to adorning 
worship spaces.  In death, Jesus, our great High Priest, is wrapped in 
linen, like Lazarus, but leaves it behind in order to offer us new life 
with a robe of righteousness.  For this, we gladly worship Him. 
 

We pause to reflect as the linen is added to the cross garden. 
 

GATHERING LITANY    
Mercy, Passion, and Joy: Passion and Perseverance 
 

In your passion, O Lord, you fulfilled Isaiah’s prophecy of old: 
He was oppressed, and he was afflicted,  
yet he did not open his mouth; 
 

like a lamb that is led to the slaughter  
and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 
so he did not open his mouth. 
 

By a perversion of justice he was taken away. 
For he was cut off from the land of the living,  
stricken for the transgressions of my people. 
 

You persevered through your passion, O Lord.  
You did not become angry or fight back.  
You let the will of the Father be done for the salvation of all. 
Help us to persevere in hard times, O Lord,  
drawing strength from you. 
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When the soldiers mocked you and put a purple robe on your 
scarred back and put a crown of thorns on your head, you kept quiet 
because you knew you really were a king,  
the king of heaven and earth. 
 

When the bystanders told you to come down from the cross,  
you stayed where you were 
because you knew that it was for this reason  
that you were born into this world. 
 

When your final breath drew near, you said, “It is finished,” 
because you knew that your mission on earth had been completed. 
 

In our lives, help us to look to you as we persevere. 
In all we do, you give us strength. 
 

(We sing the indented lines together.  For the first verse we begin after it is 
played through once.)  

 

When the sun of bliss is beaming 
light and love upon my way, 

from the cross the radiance streaming 
adds more luster to the day. 

 

When the woes of life o’ertake me, 
Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 
Never shall the cross forsake me. 
Lo! It glows with peace and joy. 

 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  Almighty God, your Son came into the world to free us 
all from sin and death. Breathe upon us the power of your Spirit, that 
we may be raised to new life in Christ and serve you in righteousness 
all our days, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CHOIR                   I am the Resurrection and the Life 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

FIRST READING: Ezekiel 37:1-14 
1The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the 
spirit of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was 
full of bones. 2He led me all around them; there were very many 
lying in the valley, and they were very dry. 3He said to me, “Mortal, 
can these bones live?” I answered, “O Lord God, you know.” 4Then 
he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry 
bones, hear the word of the Lord. 5Thus says the Lord God to these 
bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6I will lay 
sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you 
with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall 
know that I am the Lord.” 
 7So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, 
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, 
bone to its bone. 8I looked, and there were sinews on them, and 
flesh had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there 
was no breath in them. 9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the 
breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the 
Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon 
these slain, that they may live.” 10I prophesied as he commanded me, 
and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their 
feet, a vast multitude. 
 11Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of 
Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are 
cut off completely.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus 
says the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up 
from your graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land 
of Israel. 13And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your 
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. 14I will put 
my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will place you on your 
own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will 
act, says the Lord.” 
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
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PSALM 130 (Read Responsively) 
 1Out of the depths 
  I cry to you, O Lord; 
 2O Lord, hear my voice! 
  Let your ears be attentive to the voice of my supplication. 
 3If you were to keep watch over sins, 
  O Lord, who could stand? 
 4Yet with you is forgiveness, 
  in order that you may be feared.  
 5I wait for you, O Lord; my soul waits; 
  in your word is my hope. 
 6My soul waits for the Lord more than those who keep watch for  

the morning, 
  more than those who keep watch for the morning. 
 7O Israel, wait for the Lord, for with the Lord  

there is steadfast love; 
  with the Lord there is plenteous redemption. 
 8For the Lord shall redeem Israel 
  from all their sins. 
 

SECOND READING:  Romans 8:6-11 
6To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the 
Spirit is life and peace. 7For this reason the mind that is set on the 
flesh is hostile to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it 
cannot, 8and those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 
 9But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit 
of God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ 
does not belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, though the body is 
dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If 
the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he 
who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies 
also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (The assembly stands, if able, to welcome the gospel.)  

 
 

GOSPEL: John 11:1-45 
The holy gospel according to John, the eleventh chapter.  
Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary 
and her sister Martha. 2Mary was the one who anointed the Lord 
with perfume and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus 
was ill. 3So the sisters sent a message to Jesus, “Lord, he whom you 
love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it, he said, “This illness does not 
lead to death; rather it is for God’s glory, so that the Son of God may 
be glorified through it.” 5Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and 
her sister and Lazarus, 6after having heard that Lazarus was ill, he 
stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 
 7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 
8The disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to 
stone you, and are you going there again?” 9Jesus answered, “Are 
there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day 
do not stumble, because they see the light of this world. 10But those 
who walk at night stumble, because the light is not in them.” 11After 
saying this, he told them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I 
am going there to awaken him.” 12The disciples said to him, “Lord, if 
he has fallen asleep, he will be all right.” 13Jesus, however, had been 
speaking about his death, but they thought that he was referring 
merely to sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead. 
15For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that you may believe. 
But let us go to him.” 16Thomas, who was called the Twin, said to his 
fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
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17When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the 
tomb four days. 18Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles 
away, 19and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to 
console them about their brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus 
was coming, she went and met him, while Mary stayed at home. 
21Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother 
would not have died. 22But even now I know that God will give you 
whatever you ask of him.” 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise 
again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will rise again in the 
resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the 
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they 
die, will live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me will never 
die. Do you believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord, I believe that 
you are the Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the 
world.” 
 28When she had said this, she went back and called her sister 
Mary, and told her privately, “The Teacher is here and is calling for 
you.” 29And when she heard it, she got up quickly and went to 
him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come to the village, but was still at the 
place where Martha had met him. 31The Jews who were with her in 
the house, consoling her, saw Mary get up quickly and go out. They 
followed her because they thought that she was going to the tomb 
to weep there. 32When Mary came where Jesus was and saw him, 
she knelt at his feet and said to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my 
brother would not have died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and 
the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed 
in spirit and deeply moved. 34He said, “Where have you laid him?” 
They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 35Jesus began to weep. 36So 
the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them said, 
“Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this 
man from dying?” 
 38Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a 
cave, and a stone was lying against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the 
stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, “Lord, 
already there is a stench because he has been dead four days.” 
40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed, you would 
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see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. And Jesus 
looked upward and said, “Father, I thank you for having heard me. 42I 
knew that you always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the 
crowd standing here, so that they may believe that you sent me.” 
43When he had said this, he cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come 
out!” 44The dead man came out, his hands and feet bound with strips 
of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind 
him, and let him go.” 
 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had 
seen what Jesus did, believed in him. 
This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  Restore in Us, O God 

 
 
RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133.New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of  
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
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NICENE CREED 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the      
dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Reconciled by God’s mercy and sustained by God’s presence,  
let us pray for the world and its needs.   
 

A brief silence. 
 

We pray for the church. Grant life and peace to all who gather in 
your name. Breathe into us so that we may share your message of 
forgiveness, hope, and love.  
 

The response for each petition is:   
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 
 

Receive our prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ,  
our strength and salvation.  Amen.  
 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

OFFERING 
Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the 
plates located near the entrances to the nave. 
 

CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING  
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
Let us pray.  Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and 
thanksgiving and the offering of our lives, that following in the way 
of the cross, we may know the joy of the resurrection; through 
Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you.     
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.     
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right… join their unending hymn)  
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting 
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood. 
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea. 
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land 
of milk and honey. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death 
to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
With your holy ones of all times and places, 
we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 
Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and help us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to Christ, broken and poured out for you. 
 

LAMB OF GOD (sung as the distribution of the sacrament begins)   

 

COMMUNION 
The Sacrament will be offered with these words:  
The body of Christ, given for you.  
And The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Optional responses Amen or Thanks be to God or Renew us, Lord    
 

BLESSING   
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.  Amen.  
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal 
that restores our souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for 
the journey. Through the body and blood of your Son, may we 
become Christ’s body in the world, bearing witness to your love for 
all creation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
 

SENDING HYMN:   Christ, the Life of All the Living 
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SHARING FOR SERVING: Mission Notices and Birthdays  
 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Live that others might praise the Lord.  
Thanks be to God.   
 

POSTLUDE                   Paean                   George Blake 
 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for March:  Camp Lutherlyn 
If you would like to support this cause, please mark the “Other” line 

on your contribution envelope Lutherlyn.  

 

Featured Food Cupboard Donations – The featured item for our 
congregation in March is condiments. 
 

Meager Meals – Thanks to all who have brought soup & bread, who 
will be bringing it, and for those setting up & cleaning up the dinner! 
 

Lent Special Offering – Our offerings made during Meager Meals and 
in the Lent Special Offering envelopes will go to Priority Projects. 
 

Fasting for Change – This year we are supporting Lutheran Service 
Society.  There is a glass vase on the main bulletin table to be used 
for our fasting donations and coin boxes. 
 

Pirates Game Fellowship Outing – Saturday May 30th.  All tickets 
must be reserved by April 12th.   
 

Keeping the Word Alive – Sign up is now available on the red table. 
 

 

Today’s Eternal Candle is 
presented by Teresa O’Malley 

in loving memory of  
Jerome O’Malley 

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following: 
 

      Cole Barkley         Luke Clawson         Mary Fulghum 
      Stephanie Hogan         Berty McMillen         Rick Reifenstein        
      Annastyn Hogan           Donna Daugherty         Garrie Wearing 
      Pat Sammons         Arlene Cameron 
       

 
 

Today’s Altar Flowers  
are given by Ted & Marge Lindgren 

to the Glory of God and  
the St. Peter’s Congregation!  
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ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH   

is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod  

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 
 

Pastor  The Rev. Brandon Johns 
Organist & Music Director     Marlene Domhoff  
Sexton Joe Ludwik 
Acolyte Logan Thomas 
Asst. Minister Janice Hogan  
Bell Ringer Adam Price  
Greeters Casey & Dan Guerriero  
Lector Karen Ferrari 
Ushers Joe Ludwik & Dean Zinkhann 
Nursery Emily Taylor 
Tech Support Heidi Beahm 
 

      St. Peter’s Upcoming Events: 
 

Mon. – Fri.           4:00 – 6:00 pm           After School 
Tues. March 24          7:00 pm         Dorcas Circle 
Wed. March 25        10:00 am         Community Quilters  
            5:30 pm         Manna Night 
            7:00 pm         Choir Practice 
Thur. March 26        10:00 am          Quilters Group 
            6:00 pm         Meager Meal 
            7:00 pm         Lenten Service 
            8:00 pm         Bible Study 
 

Welcome to St. Peter’s  
We are thankful that you are here to worship with other Christians 
today.  You are welcome to commune with us if that is your practice.  
A handicapped accessible restroom is located near the Van Buren 
Street entrance (through Luther Hall & restroom is on the left in the 
foyer).  Nursery will take place in the education building during 
bathroom construction.  Offering – Thank you for supporting our 
ministries!  Plates are available at the front and rear of the nave to 
receive offering, or you if you prefer, we have Venmo as an option.  


