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PRELUDE             Songs My Mother Taught Me           Antonia Dvorik 
 

BELL RINGING  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENES 
 

Trusting in the word of life given in baptism,  
we are gathered in the name of the Father,  

and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.   
Amen. 
 

If we say we have no sin,  
we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.  
If we confess our sins,  
God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins  
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Loving God, 
have mercy on us.   
We confess that we have turned from you  
and given ourselves over to the ways that lead to death.   
In your compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown,  
things we have done and things we have failed to do.   
Let your Holy Spirit work in us  
to change our lives and make us new,  
that we may know the abundant life given in Jesus Christ,  
our risen Lord.  Amen. 
 

God, who is rich in mercy,  
loved us even when we were dead in sin,  
and made us alive together with Christ.  
By grace you have been saved.  

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven.  
Almighty God strengthen you with power through the Holy Spirit,  
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.  
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN: My God, How Wonderful Thou Art 

 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

 
Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of praise be heard. Ps 66:8 
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KYRIE 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all 
things in heaven and on earth. In your great mercy receive the 
prayers of all your children, and give to all the world the Spirit of 
your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.  Amen. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHOIR               I Believe, I Do Believe          
 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
 

FIRST READING: Acts 17:22-31 
22 Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see 
how extremely spiritual you are in every way. 23 For as I went 
through the city and looked carefully at the objects of your worship, I 
found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To an unknown 
god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to 
you. 24 The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is 
Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in shrines made by human 
hands, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed 
anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and breath and all 
things. 26 From one ancestor he made all peoples to inhabit the 
whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the 
boundaries of the places where they would live, 27 so that they would 
search for God and perhaps fumble about for him and find him—
though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28 For ‘In him we live 
and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets have 
said, ‘For we, too, are his offspring.’ 
29 “Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the deity 
is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and 
imagination of mortals. 30 While God has overlooked the times of 
human ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to 
repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will have the world 
judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and of 
this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.”                    
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God!  
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suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s will, than to suffer 
for doing evil. 18 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the 

PSALM 66:8-20 (Read Responsively) 
8Bless our God, you peoples; let the sound of praise be heard. 
9Our God has kept us among the living 
 and has not allowed our feet to slip.  
10For you, O God, have tested us; 
 you have tried us just as silver is tried. 
11You brought us into the net; 
 you laid heavy burdens upon our backs. 
12You let people ride over our heads; we went through fire and water 
 but you brought us out into a place of refreshment. 
13I will enter your house with burnt offerings 
 and will pay you my vows— 
14those that I promised with my lips 
 and spoke with my mouth when I was in trouble. 
15I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the smoke of rams; 
 I will give you oxen and goats. 
16Come and listen, all you who believe, 
 and I will tell you what God has done for me. 
17I called out to God with my mouth, 
 and praised the Lord with my tongue. 
18If I had cherished evil in my heart, 
 the Lord would not have heard me; 
19but in truth God has heard me 
 and has attended to the sound of my prayer. 
20Blessed be God, who has not rejected my prayer, 
 nor withheld unfailing love from me. 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:13-22 
13 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14 But 
even if you do suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not 
fear what they fear, and do not be intimidated, 15 but in your hearts 
sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make your defense to 
anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope that is in 
you, 16 yet do it with gentleness and respect. Maintain a good 
conscience so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for 
your good conduct in Christ may be put to shame. 17 For it is better to  
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righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was 
put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which also 
he went and made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20 who in 
former times did not obey, when God waited patiently in the days of 
Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is, eight 
lives, were saved through water. 21 And baptism, which this 
prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body 
but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22 who has gone into heaven and is at 
the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers made 
subject to him.      This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God!  
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   

 

GOSPEL: John 14:15-21 
The gospel according to John, the 14th chapter.  Glory to you, O Lord. 
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If you love me, you will keep my 
commandments. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another Advocate, to be with you forever. 17 This is the Spirit of truth, 
whom the world cannot receive because it neither sees him nor 
knows him. You know him because he abides with you, and he will 
be in you. 18 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19 In 
a little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; 
because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will know that I 
am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21 They who have my 
commandments and keep them are those who love me, and those 
who love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and 
reveal myself to them.” 
This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Loving Spirit 

 

 
 

APOSTLE’S CREED  
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,  
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 
 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

         and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our 
broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. A brief silence. 
 

God of new life, you call us through the waters of baptism to be in 
relationship with you and one another. Guide the church and its 
leaders to proclaim Christ’s righteousness throughout the world. 

 

The response for each petition is: 
Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the 
good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen 
Savior. Amen. 
 

PEACE 
The peace of the Risen Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

OFFERING SONG: At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  (silence)  Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and 
earth. Day by day you shower us with blessings. As you have raised 
us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous hearts, ready to 
praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

Praise    we   Christ, whose blood               was shed,       pas  -  chal  

  Fa   -  ther,   who    the,    crown             shall  give,         Sa  -   vior 

          vic - tim,    pas     -     chal bread;  with  sin - cer  - i  -  ty   and  love 

        by   whose  death        we   live,      Spir - it, guide thru  all  our  days 

 

eat      we   man - na   from  a  -  bove. Al  -  le    -    lu     -   ia! 

Three   in  One, your name we praise. Al  -  le    -    lu     -   ia! 
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DIALOGUE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right… join their unending hymn)  
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. 
The universe declares your praise: 
beyond the stars; beneath the sea; 
within each cell; with every breath. 
We praise you, O God. 
 

Generations bless your faithfulness: 
through the water; by night and day; 
across the wilderness; out of exile; into the future. 
We bless you, O God. 
 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: 
at the heart of human life; near to those who suffer; 
beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now. 
We thank you, O God. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering his love for us on the way,  
at the table, and to the end, 
we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 
 

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: 
in our gathering; within this meal; 
among your people; throughout the world. 
Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God, through Christ Jesus, 
by your Spirit, in your church, without end.  Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and help us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 
 

LAMB OF GOD (sung as the distribution of the sacrament begins)   

 
 

COMMUNION 
The Sacrament will be offered with these words:  
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Optional responses Amen or Thanks be to God or Renew us, Lord    
 

BLESSING   
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.   Amen.   
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  Holy One, through this meal you have made your home 
among us and are making all things new. Send us now to speak peace 
to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to bring your healing to 
the nations. In the name of Jesus, Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG: Jesus Loves Me! 

 
 

SHARING FOR SERVING: Mission Notices and Birthdays 
 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Praise the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  
 

POSTLUDE                         Recessional                       Edward H. Wetherill 
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Today’s Eternal Candle is 
presented by Marlene Domhoff 
in honor of the May birthdays of 
Marla Bird & Roberta Domhoff 

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following: 
    Cole Barkley                     Luke Clawson                  Mary Fulghum  
    Berty McMillen                  Stephanie Hogan            Donna Daugherty    
    Annastyn Hogan Arlene Cameron              Marshall White     
    Ken Nagle            Raquel Barron              Debbie Beahm 

The Families of Tim Chuba and Carol Campbell 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for May: United Lutheran Seminary 
If you would like to support this cause, please mark the “Other” line 

on your contribution envelope ULS. 
 

Featured April Food Cupboard Donation – Muffin or Cookie Mix 
 

Spring Work Day – Please plan on joining us for our spring work day 

on Saturday, May 16, starting at 8:30 am.  Rain or shine, there is 

plenty of work both inside and outside of our church. 
 

      St. Peter’s Upcoming Events: 
 

Mon. – Fri.         4:00 – 6:00 pm      After School 
Tues. May 12       10:00 am  Helen’s Helpers 

       7:00 pm              Council Meeting 
Wed. May 13       10:00 am              Community Quilters 
          6:30 pm  Softball at MAC 

       7:00 pm               Choir Practice 
Thur. May 14       10:00 am               Quilters Group 
Sat. May 16         8:30 am  Spring Work Day 
          5:00 pm  Jr. Spy 
          6:30 pm   Game Night 

Today’s Altar Flowers are given 
by Jim & Debbie Merrison  

in loving memory of their mothers,  
Ruth Corfield and Freda Merrison, 
 and in honor of all the mothers, 
daughters, granddaughters, and 

great-granddaughters of St. Peter’s. 



 16 

ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  

 is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod  

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 
 

ELCA Presiding Bishop The Rev. Yehiel Curry 
SWPA Synod Bishop The Rev. Melissa Stoller  
Pastor     The Rev. Brandon Johns 
Organist & Music Director     Marlene Domhoff  
Sexton Joe Ludwik 
Acolyte Gia Bonicky 
Asst. Minister Teresa O’Malley  
Bell Ringer Ryan Bonicky 
Greeters Davin & Heidi Beahm 
Lector Adam Price 
Ushers Casey & Dan Guerriero 
Nursery Staci Bettencourt  
Tech Support Heidi Beahm 
 

Welcome to St. Peter’s  
We are thankful that you are here to worship with other Christians 
today.  You are welcome to commune with us if that is your practice.  
A handicapped accessible restroom is located near the Van Buren 
Street entrance (through Luther Hall & restroom is on the left in the 
foyer).  Nursery will take place in the education building during 
bathroom construction.   
 

Offering – Thank you for supporting our ministries!  
Plates are available at the front and rear of the 
nave to receive offering, or you if you prefer, we 
have Venmo as an option.  If you choose to use 
Venmo, please note how you would like the funds 
to be designated, like for Current Fund, etc.  
 

 
RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133.New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of  
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  


