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[Jesus] breathed on them 
and said to them, 

“Receive the Holy Spirit.” 
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PRELUDE                    Holy Spirit, Truth Divine                 Franz J. Haydn 
 

BELL RINGING  
 

GREETING 
Alleluia! Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 

GATHERING HYMN: Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling 
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CALL TO WORSHIP 
We gather together because God has called us. 
We wait in expectant awe for God’s appearing. 
 We are together, old and young, rich and poor. 
 We have come, believers and skeptics, to this place. 
 

On the first Christian Pentecost, there were surprises: 
The rush of a violent wind and tongues of fire. 
 We tremble before the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 What will happen if we let the Spirit in? 
 

On this Pentecost, we can receive the surprises of God. 
We can be moved to speak and act in new ways. 
 With hesitant eagerness, we welcome the Spirit. 
 We will risk stepping into God’s vision for us. 
 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  O God, on this day you open the hearts of your faithful 
people by sending into us your Holy Spirit. Direct us by the light of 
that Spirit, that we may have a right judgment in all things and 
rejoice at all times in your peace, through Jesus Christ, your Son and 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.  Amen. 
 

SENIOR CHOIR ANTHEM     Come, Holy Spirit    Jean Anne Shafferman   
 

CHILDREN'S MESSAGE 
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FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21 
1When the day of Pentecost had come, [the apostles] were all 
together in one place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a 
sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house 
where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared 
among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other 
languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.  5Now there were devout 
Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. 6And at this 
sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one 
heard them speaking in the native language of each. 7Amazed and 
astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 
language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and 
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and 
visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—
in our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of 
power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, saying to one another, 
“What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, “They are 
filled with new wine.” 14But Peter, standing with the eleven, raised 
his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who live in 
Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say. 
15Indeed, these are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only nine 
o’clock in the morning. 16No, this is what was spoken through the 
prophet Joel: 17‘In the last days it will be, God declares, that I will 
pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old 
men shall dream dreams. 18Even upon my slaves, both men and 
women, in those days I will pour out my Spirit; and they shall 
prophesy. 19And I will show portents in the heaven above and signs 
on the earth below, blood, and fire, and smoky mist. 20The sun shall 
be turned to darkness and the moon to blood, before the coming of 
the Lord’s great and glorious day. 21Then everyone who calls on the 
name of the Lord shall be saved.’”  
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God!  
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PSALM 104:24-34, 35b (Read Responsively)  
 24How manifold are your works, O LORD! 
  In wisdom you have made them all;  

the earth is full of your creatures. 
 25Yonder is the sea, great and wide,  

with its swarms too many to number, 
  living things both small and great. 
 26There go the ships to and fro, 
  and Leviathan, which you made for the sport of it. 
 27All of them look to you to give them their food in due season.  
 28You give it to them; they gather it; 
  you open your hand, and they are filled with good things. 
 29When you hide your face, they are terrified; 
  when you take away their breath,  

they die and return to their dust. 
 30You send forth your Spirit, and they created; 
  and so you renew the face of the earth. 
 31May the glory of the LORD endure forever; 
  O LORD, rejoice in all your works.  
 32You look at the earth and it trembles; 
  you touch the mountains and they smoke. 
 33I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; 
  I will praise my God while I have my being. 
 34May these words of mine please God. 
  I will rejoice in the LORD. 
 35bBless the LORD, O my soul. Hallelujah! 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 
3bNo one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 
 4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there 
are varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties 
of activities, but it is the same God who activates all of them in 
everyone. 7To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 
common good. 8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of 
wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the 
same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of 
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healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to 
another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to another 
various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 
11All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to 
each one individually just as the Spirit chooses. 
 12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with 
Christ. 13For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one 
Spirit. 
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
(The assembly stands, if able, to welcome the gospel.)  

 

GOSPEL: John 20:19-23  
The holy gospel according to John, the 20th chapter.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the 
doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked for fear 
of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his hands and his 
side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said 
to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you.” 22When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to 
them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of any, they 
are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 
This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON  
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HYMN OF THE DAY: O Holy Spirit Enter In 
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THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION 
PRESENTATION 
P: Sisters and brothers in Christ, Elsa, Myka, Owen, and Luke have 
been instructed in the Christian faith and desire to make public 
affirmation of their Baptism. 
 

A: Dearest friends, we rejoice that you now desire to make public 
profession of your faith and assume greater responsibility in the life 
of our Christian community and its mission in the world. 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
A: Elsa, Myka, Owen, and Luke, sisters and brothers in Christ, in Holy 
Baptism our Lord Jesus Christ received you and made you members 
of his Church.  You were clothed in his righteousness, sealed with the 
Holy Spirit, and marked with the cross of Christ forever. 
 

The confirmands make the sign of the cross over themselves using 
water from the font in remembrance of their baptism.  

 

A: In the community of God’s people, you have learned from his 
Word God’s loving purpose for you and all creation, a plan for the 
fullness of time to gather up all things in heaven and on earth in the 
Body of Jesus Christ, the crucified and risen Lord. 
 

A: You have been nourished at his holy table and received the 
forgiveness, love, and life of Jesus himself in his body and blood. 
 

P: You have been called and sent forth to be witness to this good 
news – the Gospel of Jesus Christ – and to live a life of repentance 
and thanksgiving.  I ask you then to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, 
reject sin, and confess the faith of the church. 
 

P: Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? 
R:  I renounce them. 
 

P: Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God?  
R:  I renounce them. 
 

P: Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? 
R:  I renounce them. 
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P: Do you believe in God the Father? 
C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

P: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
C: I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

P: Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 
C: I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. 
 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 
P: You have made public profession of your faith, the faith in which 
we baptize.  Now I ask you, do you intend to continue in the 
covenant God made with you in holy baptism: 
    to live among God’s faithful people, 
    to hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper, 
    to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed, 
    to serve all people, following the example of Jesus, 
    and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 
R: I do, and I ask God to help and guide me. 
 

P: People of God, do you promise to support our confirmands and 
pray for them in their lives in Christ? 
C: We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 
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PRAYER OF BLESSING 
A: Let us pray. Gracious Lord, through water and the Spirit you have 
made these young people your own. You forgave them all their sins 
and brought them to newness of life. Continue to strengthen them 
with the Holy Spirit, and daily increase in them your gifts of grace: 
the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of 
joy in your presence; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen. 
 

LAYING ON OF HANDS 
P: Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in Elsa/Myka/Owen/Luke 
the gift of your Holy Spirit; confirm her/his faith, guide her/his life, 
empower her/him in her/his serving, give her/him patience in 
suffering, and bring her/him to everlasting life.  Amen. 
 

P: Let us rejoice in the ongoing baptismal life of our newest 
confirmed members and celebrate this new role in their fellowship 
with us in the Body of Christ. 
C: We rejoice with you in the life of baptism and in the community 
we share. Together we will give thanks and praise to God and 
proclaim the good news to all the world. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our 
broken world, let us pray for the needs of all creation. A brief silence. 
 

O God, you send the Holy Spirit to gather your church into one. 
Inspire all ministers of the gospel to speak prophetic and hope-filled 
words to all whom they encounter. Bless the work of interreligious 
dialogue. 
 

The response for each petition is:  Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the 
good news of new life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen 
Savior.  Amen. 
 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
Let us greet each other in peace through God’s Holy Spirit among us. 
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OFFERING 

Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the 
plates located near the entrances to the nave.  
 

OFFERING SONG: At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  (silence)  Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring 
forth food from the earth and nourish your whole creation. By your 
Spirit, turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all 
may know your care; and prepare us now to feast on the bread of 
life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   At       the  Lamb’s  high   feast                  we   sing       praise   to 

   Fa  -  ther,   who    the,    crown              shall  give,        Sa  -   vior 

 

    our    vic  -  to        -    rious  king,   who has washed us  in  the  tide 

     by   whose  death       we   live,      Spir - it, guide thru  all  our  days 

 

  flow  -   ing   from  his wound-ed  side.  Al   -  le    -   lu     -   ia! 

  Three     in  One, your name we praise. Al  -  le    -    lu     -   ia! 

 



 13 

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right… join their unending hymn)  
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting  
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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With this bread and cup, 
we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life, 
as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.   
Christ is risen.   
Christ will come again. 
 

O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us  
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast.  Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, 
with the earth and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, 
we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and help us to pray: 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life. 
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LAMB OF GOD (sung as the distribution of the sacrament begins)   

 
 

 

COMMUNION 
The Sacrament will be offered with these words:  
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Optional responses Amen or Thanks be to God or Renew us, Lord    
 

BLESSING   
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.   Amen.   
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  We give you thanks, O God, that you make your home 
with us, bringing heaven to earth in this holy meal. Fill us with your 
Spirit as we go from here, that we may wipe away tears, tend to 
those in mourning and pain, seek the healing of the nations, and 
bring to earth the presence of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord.  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
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SENDING SONG: God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind 
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Today’s Eternal Candle is 
presented by Marlene Domhoff 
in honor of the May birthdays of 
Marla Bird & Roberta Domhoff 

SHARING FOR SERVING: Mission Notices and Birthdays 
 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.  
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 

POSTLUDE                              Postlude in G                            Stephen Otis 
 
 

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following: 
    Cole Barkley                     Luke Clawson                  Mary Fulghum  
    Berty McMillen                  Stephanie Hogan            Donna Daugherty    
    Annastyn Hogan                Debbie Beahm               Bud Smelscer    
    Lori Burns Ken Nagle               Rick Reifenstein 
    Charlie Flach Marge Wearing               Casey Anthony     
    Beverly Barkley Liam Blake   

The Families of Ruth Jones, Bronya Raisley, 
 Jerry McElhinny, Bruce Smith, Ray Snider, and Milo Corll 

 
 
 
 

 
Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for May: United Lutheran Seminary 
If you would like to support this cause, please mark the “Other” line 

on your contribution envelope ULS. 
 

Featured April Food Cupboard Donation – Muffin or Cookie Mix 

 

Graduates – If you are graduating in 2026 please submit a brief bio 
to the church office and plan to be honored Sunday, June 7th. 
 

Church Picnic – Stay after worship on June 14th for our annual picnic, 
which will be held rain or shine.  Hot dogs are provided.  Please bring 
something to share if you are able. 
 

Summer Special Music – Please see Marlene to share your talents! 
 

 

Today’s Altar Flowers 
are given by Janice Marburger 

 in memory of her parents 
Paul & Olive Marburger 
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Today’s Geraniums are Sponsored by the Following: 
 

In Loving Memory Of 

- Bob Domhoff, Charles M. & Mabel A. Peters, Lucille & Paul Wingard,   

   and Lynette Wingard by Marlene Domhoff 

- Our loved ones by Debbie & Jim Merrison  

- Our loved ones by The Earl Myers Family 

- My friends and family who have passed away by Teresa O’Malley 

- Our loved ones by Marsha & Don Reedy 

- Martin & Jennie Marburger, Richard Reifenstein, and  

   Emil & Marion Schultz by Rick & Rita Reifenstein 

- Rege Rengers and Dave Piper by Becky Rengers 

- Kenneth Clawson, Lowry Clawson, and Anna Margaret Taylor  

   by Jane Taylor 

- My mom, Dot Marburger and my aunt, Jean Sutton  

   by Robin VanDyke 

- Tom Wearing and Cody Detwiler by Garrie & Marge Wearing  

 

In Honor Of 

- Marla & RJ Bird and Roberta Domhoff by Marlene Domhoff  

- Our children, grandchildren, and great-grandchildren                                

   by Debbie & Jim Merrison  

- Michael & Carrie Mashuda’s May birthdays and all mothers for  

   Mother’s Day by Teresa O’Malley 

- Myka Grace Plank and Elsa Faith Plank by Heinie & Jane Raupp 

- Our loved ones by Marsha & Don Reedy 

- Margaret Clawson, Emily Taylor, and Rylee Taylor by Jane Taylor 

- Kurt Wearing Family and Todd Wearing Family  

   by Garrie & Marge Wearing 

 

 



 19 

 To The Glory of God 

- by Brian & Danielle Johns  

- by Debbie & Jim Merrison  

- by The Earl Myers Family 

- by Pastor Larry & Deb Mort  

- by Teresa O’Malley, Gloria Deo! 

- by Adam Price 

- by Marsha & Don Reedy 

 

 

ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  

 is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod  

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 
 

ELCA Presiding Bishop The Rev. Yehiel Curry 
SWPA Synod Bishop The Rev. Melissa Stoller  
Pastor     The Rev. Brandon Johns 
Organist & Music Director     Marlene Domhoff  
Sexton Joe Ludwik 
Acolyte Carter Johns 
Asst. Minister Larry Mort  
Bell Ringer Adam Price 
Greeters Brian & Daniel Johns 
Lectors Malala Allen & Becky Rengers 
Ushers Joe Ludwik & Dean Zinkhann 
Nursery Colleen Prenovitz  
Tech Support Heidi Beahm 
 

      St. Peter’s Upcoming Events: 
 

Tues. – Fri.         4:00 – 6:00 pm      After School 
Tues. May 26         7:00 pm              Dorcas Circle 
Wed. May 27       10:00 am              Community Quilters 
Thur. May 28       10:00 am               Quilters Group 
Sat. May 30         4:00 pm     Pirates Game Outing 
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Welcome to St. Peter’s  
We are thankful that you are here to worship with other 
Christians today.  In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray 
that your worship experience will fill you with the grace 
and mercy of Almighty God through his Holy Spirit. 
 

Newcomers and Guests 
New to St. Peter’s?  Please sign the GUEST REGISTER behind the 
last pew.  You are welcome to commune with us if that is your 
practice.  A handicapped accessible RESTROOM is located near 
the Van Buren Street entrance (through Luther Hall, past the 
kitchen, restroom is on the left in the foyer).   
 

Nursery – is staffed by a volunteer and available for children and 
caregivers. Exit the rear of the nave and follow the steps to the 
basement, the nursery is on the left. The service can be heard 
through an intercom in the nursery.  There are activity bags in 
the back of the sanctuary and children’s bulletins geared for 
children ages 5 and up are at the nave entrances.    
 

Offering – Thank you for supporting our ministries!  
Plates are available at the front and rear of the 
nave to receive offering, or you if you prefer, we 
have Venmo as an option.  If you choose to use 
Venmo, please note how you would like the funds 
to be designated, like for Current Fund, etc.  
 

Staying in Touch: 
Office hours are Monday through Friday from 9 am until noon.  
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet: 
Church Office:  724.538.5810 
Church Email:  stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 
Pastor Email:  rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com  
Church Website:  www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org 
 

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133.New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of  
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
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