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“Those who find their life will lose it, and those
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who lose their life for my sake will find ut.
-Matthew 10:39

4™ Sunday after Pentecost

June 21, 2026
10:15 Worship Service

Pastor Brandon Johns



PRELUDE Andante Cantabile C. A. Kern
BELL RINGING
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,
and of the * Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: O God, My Faithful God
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1 O God, my faith - ful God, true foun-tain ev - er flow - ing,
2 Give me the strength to do with read - y heart and will - ing
3 Keep me from say - ing words that lat - er need re - call - ing;
4 When dan-gers gath - er round, oh, keep me calm and fear - less;
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with - out whom noth-ing is, all  per-fect gifts be - stow - ing:
what - ev - er you com-mand, my call-ing here ful - fill - ing—
guard me, lest i - dle speech may from my lips be fall - ing;
help me to bear the cross when life seems dark and cheer -less;
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give me a health-y frame, and may I have with - in
to do it when I ought, with all my might—and bless
but when, with -in  my  place, 1 must and ought to speak,
help me, as you have taught, to love both great and small,
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a con-science free from blame, a soul un-stained by sin.
what - ev - er I have wrought, for you must give suc - cess.
then to my words give grace, lest I of - fend the weak.
and, by your Spir-it’s might, to live at peace with all
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Text: Johann Heermann, 1585-1647; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.

Music: WAS FRAG ICH NACH DER WELT, Ahasuerus Fritsch, 16291701

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



KYRIE

Refrain
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1 For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out  your im - passioned re - sponse to the
3 For peacein our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, .. for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you «cen-ter our lives in the
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,
we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
life and for love, ... . for our workand our play,
nour-ish our souls ... withyour bod-y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray. Teach us, good Lord God, to serve you as you deserve, to
give and not to count the cost, to fight and not to heed the wounds,
to toil and not to seek for rest, to labor and not to ask for reward,
except that of knowing that we do your will, through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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SPECIAL MUSIC by Rylee Taylor Let There Be Peace on Earth
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Jeremiah 20:7-13

’0 Lorp, you have enticed me, and | was enticed; you have over-
powered me, and you have prevailed. | have become a laughingstock
all day long; everyone mocks me. 8For whenever | speak, | must cry
out, | must shout, “Violence and destruction!” For the word of the
Lorp has become for me a reproach and derision all day long. °If |
say, “I will not mention him, or speak any more in his name,” then
within me there is something like a burning fire shut up in my bones;
| am weary with holding it in, and | cannot. *°For | hear many
whispering: “Terror is all around! Denounce him! Let us denounce
him!” All my close friends are watching for me to stumble. “Perhaps
he can be enticed, and we can prevail against him, and take our
revenge on him.” 1But the LorD is with me like a dread warrior;
therefore my persecutors will stumble, and they will not prevail.
They will be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. Their eternal
dishonor will never be forgotten. 120 Lorp of hosts, you test the
righteous, you see the heart and the mind; let me see your
retribution upon them, for to you | have committed my cause.
13Sing to the LoRD; praise the Lorp! For he has delivered the life of
the needy from the hands of evildoers.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

PSALM 69:7-10, 16-18 (Read Responsively)
’Surely, for your sake | have suffered reproach,
and shame has covered my face.
8l have become a stranger to my own kindred,
an alien to my mother’s children.
9Zeal for your house has eaten me up;
the scorn of those who scorn you has fallen upon me.
101 humbled myself with fasting,
but that was turned to my reproach.
Answer me, O LoRrbD, for your love is kind;
in your great compassion, turn to me.
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17Hide not your face from your servant;

be swift and answer me, for | am in distress.
8Draw near to me and redeem me;

because of my enemies deliver me.

SECOND READING: Romans 6:1b-11
15Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? 2By no
means! How can we who died to sin go on living in it? 3Do you not
know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into his death? “Therefore we have been buried with him by
baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead
by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.
>For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. ®We know that
our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin might be
destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. ’For whoever
has died is freed from sin. 8But if we have died with Christ, we
believe that we will also live with him. *We know that Christ, being
raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has
dominion over him. 1°The death he died, he died to sin, once for all;
but the life he lives, he lives to God. 'So you also must consider
yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 10:24-39
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 10t chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
[Jesus said to the twelve:] 24“A disciple is not above the teacher, nor
a slave above the master; %°it is enough for the disciple to be like the
teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called the master
of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his
household!

26“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not
be uncovered, and nothing secret that will not become known.
2’What | say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear
whispered, proclaim from the housetops. 28Do not fear those who kill
the body but cannot kill the soul; rather fear him who can destroy
both soul and body in hell. 2°Are not two sparrows sold for a penny?
Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father.
30And even the hairs of your head are all counted. 3'So do not be
afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows.

32“Eyeryone therefore who acknowledges me before others, | also
will acknowledge before my Father in heaven; 33but whoever denies
me before others, | also will deny before my Father in heaven.

34“Do not think that | have come to bring peace to the earth; |
have not come to bring peace, but a sword.

35For | have come to set a man against his father,

and a daughter against her mother,

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;

36and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.
3’Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of
me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy
of me; 38and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is
not worthy of me. 3°Those who find their life will lose it, and those
who lose their life for my sake will find it.”
This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY: How Firm a Foundation
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Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hvmns, 1787, alt.
Music: FOUNDATION, Early American



APOSTLES CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and
the needs of the world. A brief silence.

Life-giving God, you have called your people to lose their lives for
Jesus’ sake. Strengthen your church to follow you in the face of
difficulty.

The response for each petition is:
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and
unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERING

Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the
plates located near the entrances to the nave.

OFFERTORY SONG: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. (silence) Merciful God, you open wide your hand and
satisfy the need of every living thing. You have set this feast before
us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to embrace it.

Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right....join their unending hymn)
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.




LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Lord taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Let us join together in the heavenly banquet that has no end.

LAMB OF GOD (sung as the distribution of the sacrament begins)
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
COMMUNION

The Sacrament will be offered with these words:
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Optional responses Amen or Thanks be to God or Renew us, Lord

BLESSING
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace. Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of
salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your
people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may
proclaim with joy your redeeming love to the world and continue
forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and F give you peace. Amen.

SENDING SONG: If You But Trust in God to Guide You
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2 What gain is there in anx - ious weep - ing, in  help - less
3 The Lord our rest - less hearts is hold - ing, in peace and
4 Sing, pray, and keep God’s ways un - swerv-ing, of - fer your
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God’s un-chang - ing love; build on the rock that will not move.
took for you a cross  will bring you safe through ev - 'ry loss.
cho - sen us by grace, knows ver -y well the fears we face.
con - fi - dence in-deed: God mnev-er fails in time of need.

Text: Georg Neumark, 1621-1681; tr. composite
Music: WER NUR DEN LIEBEN GOTT, Georg Neumark
Text © 1978, 2006 Augsburg Fortress
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SHARING FOR SERVING: Mission Notices and Birthdays

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Recessional March May F. Lawrence

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following:

Cole Barkley Luke Clawson Mary Fulghum
Berty McMiillen Stephanie Hogan Donna Daugherty
Annastyn Hogan Debbie Beahm Casey Guerriero
Kerren Morra Michael Grigorovich Matthew Wible
Today’s Altar Flowers Today’s Eternal Candle is
are given by F presented by Robin VanDyke
Roberta Domhoff _ =0 in honor of her sister, Berty,

kﬁ
: in her fight against cancer
& in memory of her mom,

for her 98 birthday

in honor and memory of all
the couples in her family
that got married June 26th

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for June: Evans City Fire Department
If you would like to support this cause, please mark the “Other” line
on your contribution envelope EC Fire Dept.

Featured June Food Cupboard Donation — Cleaning Products

WELCA School Kits — This year, we will be putting together 100
school kits. To help with reaching that goal, there is a donation
poster in Luther Hall. Please consider taking a tag or two and
donating the items to help make much needed school kits. If you
would rather donate money and have someone do the shopping for
you, please see Colleen Prenovitz. The collection will be ongoing
through mid-September.

Women'’s Circle — This month the Dorcas Circle will meet at Robin
VanDyke’s house Tuesday, June 23 at 7:00pm. We gather for
fellowship, Bible study, and a sweet treat. Please consider joining us.
All women are welcome.
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.’4 h\‘ ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
92 (Sgy isa congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod
Rt of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

ELCA Presiding Bishop The Rev. Yehiel Curry
SWPA Synod Bishop The Rev. Melissa Stoller
Pastor The Rev. Brandon Johns
Organist & Music Director Marlene Domhoff
Sexton Joe Ludwik
Acolyte Anna Johns
Asst. Minister Deb Mort
Bell Ringer Ryan Bonicky
Greeters Roberta Domhoff & Christine Johns
Lectors Jane Taylor
Ushers Heidi Beahm & Austin Schmidt
Nursery Teresa O’'Malley
Tech Support Adam Price

St. Peter’'s Upcoming Events:

Tues. June 23 7:00 pm Dorcas Circle
Wed. June 24 10:00 am Community Quilters
Thurs. June 25 10:00 am Quilters Group
6:15 pm Softball @ ML
Sat. June 27 5:30 pm Cornhole Tournament

St. Peter’s Gth Avnal Corvhole Tournament
(Lower Parking Lot)
When: Saturday, June 27t
Time: 5:30 pm
A concession stand will be available!
Donations Benefit the ALS Association of
Western PA
In Loving Memory of Rege Rengers

Sign up to play or donate concessions on the sheet on the red table!
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Welcome to St. Peter’s Wr
We are thankful that you are here to worship with other
Christians today. In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray

b <F>
that your worship experience will fill you with the grace
and mercy of Almighty God through his Holy Spirit.
Newcomers and Guests
New to St. Peter’s? Please sign the GUEST REGISTER behind the
last pew. You are welcome to commune with us if that is your
practice. A handicapped accessible RESTROOM is located near

the Van Buren Street entrance (through Luther Hall, past the
kitchen, restroom is on the left in the foyer).

Nursery — is staffed by a volunteer and available for children and
caregivers. Exit the rear of the nave and follow the steps to the
basement, the nursery is on the left. The service can be heard
through an intercom in the nursery. There are activity bags in
the back of the sanctuary and children’s bulletins geared for
children ages 5 and up are at the nave entrances.

Peters LCEC

Offering — Thank you for supporting our ministries!
Plates are available at the front and rear of the
nave to receive offering, or you if you prefer, we
have Venmo as an option. If you choose to use
Venmo, please note how you would like the funds
to be designated, like for Current Fund, etc.

Staying in Touch:

Office hours are Monday through Friday from 9 am until noon.
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet:

Church Office: 724.538.5810

Church Email: stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net

Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com

Church Website: www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS:

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133.New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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