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PRELUDE                      Rock of Ages                   Rob Roy Peery 
 

BELL RINGING 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
In the name of the Father,  

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN: Baptized and Set Free 

 
 
GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,  
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
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CANTICLE OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  O God, you are the source of life and the ground of our 
being. By the power of your Spirit bring healing to this wounded 
world, and raise us to the new life of your Son, Jesus Christ, our 
Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

THE RITE FOR HOLY BAPTISM 
PRESENTATION 
We begin the Rite for Holy Baptism in the name of the Father and of 
the Son and of the Holy Spirit.  Amen 
 

God, who is rich in mercy, gives us a new birth into a living hope 
through the sacrament of baptism.  In this sacrament, we become 
children of life, heirs of all God’s possessions, God’s own children, 
and brothers and sisters of Christ.  As Christ is our brother, we also 
become brothers and sisters to one another in the communion of all 
the saints.  We begin our new life, we live our new life, and we look 
forward to the resurrection under the sign of our Baptism.  Today 
God calls Jace by name to enter into this inheritance. 
 

Joe and Chelsea, called by the Holy Spirit and trusting in the grace 
and love of God, do you desire to have Jace baptized into Christ?   
Response: I do. 
 

As you bring Jace to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted 
with responsibilities: 

to live with him among God's faithful people, 
bring him to the word of God and the holy supper, 
teach him the Lord's Prayer, the Creed,  

and the Ten Commandments, 
place in his hands the holy scriptures, 
and nurture him in faith and prayer,  
so that he may learn to trust God, 
proclaim Christ through word and deed, 
care for others and the world God made, 
and work for justice and peace among all people. 

 

Do you promise to help Jace grow in the Christian faith and life?  
Response:  I do. 
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Brianna and Diego, baptismal sponsors for Jace, do you promise to 
nurture him in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God’s 
Spirit, and to help him live in the covenant of baptism and in 
communion with the church?  Response: I do. 
 

People of God, do you promise to support Jace and pray for him in his 
new life in Christ? We do.      
 

The assembly stands as able. 
 

PROFESSION OF FAITH 
I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin,  
and confess the faith of the church. 
 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God,  
the powers of this world that rebel against God,  
and the ways of sin that draw you from God?   
Response: I renounce them. 
 

Do you believe in God the Father? 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
was crucified, died, and was buried;  
he descended to the dead.  
On the third day he rose again;  
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,  

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,  

(+) the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen 
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THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved 
over the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling 
forth life in which you took delight.  Through the waters of the flood 
you condemned the wicked and saved those whom you had chosen, 
Noah and his family. Through the sea you led your people Israel from 
slavery into freedom. 
 

At the river Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with 
the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you 
set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in 
you. 
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those 
who are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To 
you be given praise and honor and worship through Jesus Christ our 
Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.  Amen. 
The assembly may be seated. 
 

BAPTISM 
Jace Max is baptized in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 

May you evermore be clothed with the righteousness of our Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ, for whose sake God has now made you his child 
and promises you the fullness of new life. 
 

Let us pray. 
We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit 
you give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them from sin, 
and raise them to eternal life.  Sustain Jace with the gift of your Holy 
Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel 
and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit 
of joy in your presence, both now and forever.  Amen. 
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Receive the sign of the Holy Cross, as a sign that through your 
baptism you are participating in the death and resurrection of Christ.  
Through the cross you have been redeemed; in baptism you receive 
the fullness of this redemption; and henceforth you are called to take 
up your cross and follow after Christ. 
 

Jace Max, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit and 
marked with the cross of Christ forever.   
Peace be with you.  Amen. 
 

WELCOME 
“Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good 
works and glorify your Father in heaven.” 
 

Let us pray:  O God, the giver of all life, look with kindness upon 
Chelsea and Joe.  Let them ever rejoice in the gift you have given 
them.  Make them and us teachers and examples of righteousness for 
Jace and all our children.  Strengthen Joe, Chelsea, and all of this 
assembly in our own Baptism so we may share eternally with Jace the 
salvation you have given him through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 
Lord.  Amen. 
 

Let us welcome the newly baptized.   
We welcome you into the Lord’s family.  We receive you as a fellow 
member of the body of Christ, child of the same heavenly Father, 
and worker with us in the kingdom of God. Join us in giving thanks 
and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word 
to all the world. 
 

The newly baptized is introduced to the assembly. 
 

ANTHEM             I’ve Got Peace Like a River         Lyndell Leatherman 
 

CHILDRENS MESSAGE  
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FIRST READING:  Hosea 5:15-6:6 
    15I will return again to my place 
  until they acknowledge their guilt and seek my face. 
  In their distress they will beg my favor: 
 

 6:1“Come, let us return to the Lord; 
  for it is he who has torn, and he will heal us; 
  he has struck down, and he will bind us up. 
 2After two days he will revive us; 
  on the third day he will raise us up, 
  that we may live before him. 
 3Let us know, let us press on to know the Lord; 
  his appearing is as sure as the dawn; 
 he will come to us like the showers, 
  like the spring rains that water the earth.” 
 

 4What shall I do with you, O Ephraim? 
  What shall I do with you, O Judah? 
 Your love is like a morning cloud, 
  like the dew that goes away early. 
 5Therefore I have hewn them by the prophets, 
  I have killed them by the words of my mouth, 
  and my judgment goes forth as the light. 
 6For I desire steadfast love and not sacrifice, 
  the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings. 
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God!  
 

PSALM 50:7-15 (Read Responsively) 
  7“Listen, my people, and I will speak:  
        Israel, I will bear witness against you; for I am God, your God. 
 8I do not accuse you because of your sacrifices; 
  your burnt offerings are always before me. 
 9I will not accept a calf from your stalls, 
  nor goats from your pens; 
 10for all the wild animals of the forest are mine, 
  the cattle on a thousand hills.  
 11I know every bird of the mountains, 
  and the creatures of the fields are mine. 
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 12If I were hungry, I would not tell you, 
  for the whole world is mine and all that is in it. 
 13Do you think I eat the flesh of bulls, 
  or drink the blood of goats? 
 14Offer to God a sacrifice of thanksgiving 
  and make good your vows to the Most High. 
 15Call upon me in the day of trouble; 
  I will deliver you, and you shall honor me. 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 4:13-25 
13The promise that he would inherit the world did not come to 
Abraham or to his descendants through the law but through the 
righteousness of faith. 14If it is the adherents of the law who are to 
be the heirs, faith is null and the promise is void. 15For the law brings 
wrath; but where there is no law, neither is there violation. 
 16For this reason it depends on faith, in order that the promise may 
rest on grace and be guaranteed to all his descendants, not only to 
the adherents of the law but also to those who share the faith of 
Abraham (for he is the father of all of us, 17as it is written, “I have 
made you the father of many nations”)—in the presence of the God 
in whom he believed, who gives life to the dead and calls into 
existence the things that do not exist. 18Hoping against hope, he 
believed that he would become “the father of many nations,” 
according to what was said, “So numerous shall your descendants 
be.” 19He did not weaken in faith when he considered his own body, 
which was already as good as dead (for he was about a hundred 
years old), or when he considered the barrenness of Sarah’s womb. 
20No distrust made him waver concerning the promise of God, but he 
grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God, 21being fully 
convinced that God was able to do what he had promised. 
22Therefore his faith “was reckoned to him as righteousness.” 23Now 
the words, “it was reckoned to him,” were written not for his sake 
alone, 24but for ours also. It will be reckoned to us who believe in him 
who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead, 25who was handed over to 
death for our trespasses and was raised for our justification. 
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

  
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 9:9-13,18-26 
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 9th chapter.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
9As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man called Matthew sitting at 
the tax booth; and he said to him, “Follow me.” And he got up and 
followed him. 
 10And as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax collectors and 
sinners came and were sitting with him and his disciples. 11When the 
Pharisees saw this, they said to his disciples, “Why does your teacher 
eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12But when he heard this, he 
said, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those 
who are sick. 13Go and learn what this means, ‘I desire mercy, not 
sacrifice.’ For I have come to call not the righteous but sinners.”  

 18While he was saying these things to them, suddenly a leader of 
the synagogue came in and knelt before him, saying, “My daughter 
has just died; but come and lay your hand on her, and she will live.” 
19And Jesus got up and followed him, with his disciples. 20Then 
suddenly a woman who had been suffering from hemorrhages for 
twelve years came up behind him and touched the fringe of his cloak, 
21for she said to herself, “If I only touch his cloak, I will be made 
well.” 22Jesus turned, and seeing her he said, “Take heart, daughter; 
your faith has made you well.” And instantly the woman was made 
well. 23When Jesus came to the leader’s house and saw the flute 
players and the crowd making a commotion, 24he said, “Go away; for 
the girl is not dead but sleeping.” And they laughed at him. 25But 
when the crowd had been put outside, he went in and took her by 
the hand, and the girl got up. 26And the report of this spread 
throughout that district. 

This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
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SERMON  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy 

  
 

 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Gathered together by the Holy Spirit, let us pray for the church and 
the needs of the world.     A brief silence. 

 

God of mercy, you call us to a life filled with acts of mercy. Ground us 
in following Christ, that we might extend the mercy we receive. 
 

The response for each petition is:  God of grace, hear our prayer. 
 

Trusting you receive all our prayers, we commend our spoken and 
unspoken prayers to you, O God, through Jesus our Savior.  Amen.   
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PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

OFFERING 

Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the 
plates located near the entrances to the nave. 
 

OFFERTORY SONG: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful  

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  (silence)   

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your 
goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With them we offer 
ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the care and 
redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him who 
gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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DIALOGUE 

 
 

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right… join their unending hymn)  
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. 
Your mercy is everlasting  
and your faithfulness endures from age to age. 
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. 
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. 
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ. 
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
With this bread and cup, we remember our Lord’s passover  
from death to life, as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again. 
 

O God of resurrection and new life: 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us  
and on these gifts of bread and wine. 
Bless this feast.  Grace our table with your presence. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. 
Raise us up as the body of Christ for the world. 
Breathe new life into us. 
Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love. 
Come, Holy Spirit. 
 

With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth  
and all its creatures, with sun and moon and stars, we praise you,  
O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 
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LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Let us join together in the heavenly banquet that has no end. 
 

LAMB OF GOD (sung as the distribution of the sacrament begins)   

 
 

COMMUNION 
The Sacrament will be offered with these words:  
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Optional responses Amen or Thanks be to God or Renew us, Lord    
 

BLESSING   
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.   Amen.   
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have 
refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of life; and we 
pray that in your mercy you would strengthen us, through this gift, in 
faith toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG: O Christ, Our Hope 

 
 

BLESSING OF GRADUATES 
 

SHARING FOR SERVING: Mission Notices and Birthdays 
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Today’s Eternal Candle is presented by Robin VanDyke  
in honor of her sister, Berty, in her fight against cancer 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE         Come, Thou Almighty King              Lani Smith 
 
 

Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following: 
    Cole Barkley                     Luke Clawson                  Mary Fulghum  
    Berty McMillen                  Stephanie Hogan            Donna Daugherty    
    Annastyn Hogan                Debbie Beahm               Casey Guerriero      
    Ken Nagle  Terry Cunningham          Liam Blake       
    Joan Hogan                         Carol Flach  Gini Rinkus   
    Bob Baird Mark Phillips  Kerren Morra 
    Josh Green Michael Grigorovich 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for June: Evans City Fire Department 
If you would like to support this cause, please mark the “Other” line 

on your contribution envelope EC Fire Dept. 
 

Featured June Food Cupboard Donation – Cleaning Products 

 

Church Picnic – Stay after worship on June 14th for our annual picnic, 
which will be held rain or shine.  Hot dogs are provided.  Please bring 
something to share if you are able. 
 

Summer Special Music – Please see Marlene to share your talents! 
 

Fellowship Theater Outing – See the table for info and sign up. 
 

Rege Rengers Cornhole Tournament – Saturday, June 27th at 5:30 
 

Today’s Altar Flowers 
are given by Beverly Banyay 

in loving memory of  
Charles & Elizabeth Banyay 

Today’s Altar Flowers are given 
by Kim & Jim Sharrar 
 in loving memory of  

Ruth & Ray Wible 
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ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  

 is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod  

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 
 

ELCA Presiding Bishop The Rev. Yehiel Curry 
SWPA Synod Bishop The Rev. Melissa Stoller  
Pastor     The Rev. Brandon Johns 
Organist & Music Director     Marlene Domhoff  
Sexton Joe Ludwik 
Acolyte Rylee Taylor 
Asst. Minister Ted Lindgren II 
Bell Ringer Jason Plank 
Greeters Robin VanDyke & Marge Wearing 
Lectors Melissa Bonicky 
Ushers Debbie & Jim Merrison 
Nursery Cheryl Thomas  
Tech Support Adam Price 
 

      St. Peter’s Upcoming Events: 
 

 

Mon. – Fri.                7:30 am – 5:30 pm      Kid Camp 
Mon. June 8       10:00 am         Helen’s Helpers 
          6:15 pm         Softball @ ML 
          7:00 pm         Worship Meeting 
Tues. June 9         7:00 pm                     Council Meeting 
Wed. June 10       10:00 am                      Community Quilters 
        12:00 pm         Lunch Bunch 
Thur. June 11       10:00 am                      Quilters Group 
 

Vacation Bible School – is hosted by St. Peter’s this year  
on June 15-19 from 9am to noon.  Please register your 
children, grandchildren, neighbors, and even invite 
strangers, to be a part of this week of adventures.  
Speak with Heidi Beahm or Pastor Johns if you are 
interested in volunteering for VBS this year. 
 

Summer Book Study - Join us for our study of C.S. Lewis’s    
Reflections on the Psalms Sundays at 9:15 am, Jun. 21st – July 26th.  
Please let Pastor Johns or the office know if you need a book. 
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Welcome to St. Peter’s  
We are thankful that you are here to worship with other 
Christians today.  In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray 
that your worship experience will fill you with the grace 
and mercy of Almighty God through his Holy Spirit. 
 

Newcomers and Guests 
New to St. Peter’s?  Please sign the GUEST REGISTER behind the 
last pew.  You are welcome to commune with us if that is your 
practice.  A handicapped accessible RESTROOM is located near 
the Van Buren Street entrance (through Luther Hall, past the 
kitchen, restroom is on the left in the foyer).   
 

Nursery – is staffed by a volunteer and available for children and 
caregivers. Exit the rear of the nave and follow the steps to the 
basement, the nursery is on the left. The service can be heard 
through an intercom in the nursery.  There are activity bags in 
the back of the sanctuary and children’s bulletins geared for 
children ages 5 and up are at the nave entrances.    
 

Offering – Thank you for supporting our ministries!  
Plates are available at the front and rear of the 
nave to receive offering, or you if you prefer, we 
have Venmo as an option.  If you choose to use 
Venmo, please note how you would like the funds 
to be designated, like for Current Fund, etc.  
 

Staying in Touch: 
Office hours are Monday through Friday from 9 am until noon.  
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet: 
Church Office:  724.538.5810 
Church Email:  stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 
Pastor Email:  rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com  
Church Website:  www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org 
 

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133.New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of  
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved 
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