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PRELUDE Someone Somewhere Ruth Pallock
BELL RINGING
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,
and of the * Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: O Holy Spirit, Root of Life
04 |
= . : |
o ’ T
1 O Ho - ly Spir - it root of life, cre -
2 E - tr - mnal vig - or Sav. - ing One, you
30 ho - ly Ws - dom, soar - ing pow’r, en -

——

@é%;gja# =
& ~ p'l

I‘\,|'

a - tor, cleans - er of all things: a - noint our wounds, a -
free us by your liv - ing Word, be - com - ing flesh to
com - pass us with  wings un-furled,and car - 71y s, en -
S5 : ’ it . e
A | ' i 3 .

NO
s

wak - en us with  lus - trous move - ment of

your wings.
wear  our pain, and all cre - a - tion is re - stored.
cir - cling all a - bove, be - low, and through the world.
| | P H N
- lr’II 1 I I’ P I
7 L | | | ! | | P
[ I f ' ! "

Text: Jean Janzen, b. 1933; based on Hildegard of Bingen, 1098-1179

Music: PUER NOBIS, European tune; adapt. Michael Praetorius, 1571-1621; arr. hymnal version
Text © 1991 Jean Janzen, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your
children with firmness and compassion. By your Spirit nurture us
who live in your kingdom, that we may be rooted in the way of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

4



THE RITE FOR HOLY BAPTISM

PRESENTATION
We begin the Rite for Holy Baptism in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen

God, who is rich in mercy, gives us a new birth into a living hope
through the sacrament of baptism. In this sacrament, we become
children of life, heirs of all God’s possessions, God’s own children,
and brothers and sisters of Christ. As Christ is our brother, we also
become brothers and sisters to one another in the communion of all
the saints. We begin our new life, we live our new life, and we look
forward to the resurrection under the sign of our Baptism. Today,
God calls Reece Danielle by name to enter into this inheritance.

Dan and Casey, called by the Holy Spirit and trusting in the grace and
love of God, do you desire to have Reece baptized into Christ?
Response: | do.

As you bring Reece to receive the gift of baptism, you are entrusted
with responsibilities:

to live with her among God's faithful people,

bring her to the word of God and the holy supper,

teach her the Lord's Prayer, the Creed,

and the Ten Commandments,

place in her hands the holy scriptures, .

and nurture her in faith and pravyer, 7\

so that she may learn to trust God, % @

proclaim Christ through word and deed, \

care for others and the world God made,

and work for justice and peace among all people.
Do you promise to help Reece grow in the Christian faith and life?
Response: | do.

Mike and Kelly, baptismal sponsors for Reece, do you promise to
nurture her in the Christian faith as you are empowered by God’s
Spirit, and to help her live in the covenant of baptism and in
communion with the church?

Response: | do.



People of God, do you promise to support Reece and pray for her in
her new life in Christ? We do.

The assembly stands as able.

PROFESSION OF FAITH

| ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin,
and confess the faith of the church.

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God,
the powers of this world that rebel against God,

and the ways of sin that draw you from God?

Response: | renounce them.

Do you believe in God the Father?
| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, (+) the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen

THANKSGIVING AT THE FONT

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning your Spirit moved
over the waters and by your Word you created the world, calling
forth life in which you took delight.

Through the waters of the flood you condemned the wicked and
saved those whom you had chosen, Noah and his family. Through the
sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.

At the river Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with
the Holy Spirit. By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection you
set us free from the power of sin and death and raise us up to live in
you.

Pour out your Holy Spirit, the power of your living Word, that those
who are washed in the waters of baptism may be given new life. To
you be given praise and honor and worship through Jesus Christ our
Lord, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen.

The assembly may be seated.

BAPTISM
Reece Danielle is baptized in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

May you evermore be clothed with the righteousness of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, for whose sake God has now made you his
child and promises you the fullness of new life.

Let us pray. We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the
Holy Spirit you give your daughters and sons new birth, cleanse them
from sin, and raise them to eternal life. Sustain Reece with the gift of
your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of
counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord,
the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever. Amen.

Receive the sign of the Holy Cross, as a sign that through your
baptism you are participating in the death and resurrection of Christ.
Through the cross you have been redeemed; in baptism you receive
the fullness of this redemption; and henceforth you are called to
take up your cross and follow after Christ.
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Reece Danielle, child of God, you have been sealed by the Holy Spirit
and marked with the cross of Christ forever. Peace be with you.
Amen.

WELCOME
“Let your light so shine before others that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven.”

Let us pray:

O God, the giver of all life, look with kindness upon Dan and Casey.
Let them ever rejoice in the gift you have given them. Make them
and us teachers and examples of righteousness for Reece and all our
children. Strengthen Dan, Casey, and all of this assembly in our own
Baptism so we may share eternally with Reece the salvation you
have given her through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.

Let us welcome the newly baptized.

We welcome you into the Lord’s family. We receive you as a fellow
member of the body of Christ, child of the same heavenly Father,
and worker with us in the kingdom of God. Join us in giving thanks
and praise to God and bearing God's creative and redeeming word
to all the world.

The newly baptized is introduced to the assembly.
SPECIAL MUSIC Curt Johns Medley
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

FIRST READING: Isaiah 44:6-8

5Thus says the Lord, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, the Lord of hosts:

| am the first and | am the last;
besides me there is no god.

"Who is like me? Let them proclaim it,
let them declare and set it forth before me.

Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.
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8Do not fear, or be afraid;
have | not told you from of old and declared it?
You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me?
There is no other rock; | know not one.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

PSALM 86:11-17 (Read Responsively)
1Teach me your way, O Lord, and | will walk in your truth;
give me an undivided heart to revere your name.
21 will thank you, O Lord my God, with all my heart,
and glorify your name forevermore.
3For great is your love toward me;
you have delivered me from the pit of death.
The arrogant rise up against me, O God,
and a band of violent people seeks my life;
they have not set you before their eyes.
>But you, O Lord, are gracious and full of compassion,
slow to anger, and full of kindness and truth.
®Turn to me and have mercy on me;
give your strength to your servant,
and save the child of your handmaid.
7Show me a sign of your favor,
so that those who hate me may see it and be put to shame;
because you, Lord, have helped me and comforted me.

SECOND READING: Romans 8:12-25

1250 then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to
live according to the flesh—*3for if you live according to the flesh,
you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the
body, you will live. *For all who are led by the Spirit of God are
children of God. **For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall
back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we
cry, “Abba! Father!” 8it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our
spirit that we are children of God, *’and if children, then heirs, heirs
of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so
that we may also be glorified with him.
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18| consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory about to be revealed to us. *°For the
creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the children of
God; %°for the creation was subjected to futility, not of its own will
but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 2!that the
creation itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will
obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 2?We know
that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now;
Z3and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first
fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the
redemption of our bodies. 2*For in hope we were saved. Now hope
that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what is seen? 2°But if we
hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 13t chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.
24Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of
heaven may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his
field;?>but while everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed
weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 2°So when the plants
came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 2’And the
slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not
sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come
from?’ 28He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to
him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ 2°But he replied,
‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along
with them. 3°Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and at
harvest time | will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind
them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.””
36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his
disciples approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the
weeds of the field.” 3’He answered, “The one who sows the good
seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and the good seed
are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the
evil one, 3°and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest
is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. “°Just as the weeds
are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the
age. *'The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out
of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, *?and they will
throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. *Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the
kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!”
This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand
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Text: Wilhelm A. Wexels, 1797-1866; tr. composite
Music: LOBT GOTT, IHR CHRISTEN, Nikolaus Herman, 14801561

N | =
AR IS . . :
]
z v —
| r < 2.
new ce - les - ial song, the new ce - les - tial  song.
Je - sus has pre - pared, which Je - sus has pre - pared.
bless-ed - ness and grace, and bless - ed - ness and  grace.
glo-ry that we see, the glo - ry that we  sce.
- » £ » .
o, e L . .
- . F 2 F FF

Textst. | © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress; text sts. 24 © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress.

12



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in God’s steadfast love for all God has made, let us pray for
the church, the world, and all of creation. A brief silence.

God our source, protect your church from those who sow weeds
among the wheat. Where we trade grace for judgment, restore us,
and where we get lost among the complexities of life, guide us.

The response for each petition is:
God of grace, hear our prayer.

Grateful for your abundant provision and trusting in your goodness,
we cast all our cares upon you, through the abundant grace of Christ
Jesus. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

OFFERING
Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the
plates located near the entrances to the nave.

OFFERTORY SONG: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. (silence) Merciful God, you open wide your hand and
satisfy the need of every living thing. You have set this feast before
us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to embrace it.
Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right...join their unending hymn)
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Lord taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Let us join together in the heavenly banquet that has no end.

F
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LAMB OF GOD (sung as the distribution of the sacrament begins)
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
COMMUNION

The Sacrament will be offered with these words:
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Optional responses Amen or Thanks be to God or Renew us, Lord

BLESSING
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of
salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your
people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may
proclaim with joy your redeeming love to the world and continue
forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.




COMMISSIONING OF MISSSION TRIP VOLUNTEERS

Friends in Christ: Today we give thanks to God and seek God’s
blessing as we send these youth and adults to Maryland to feed the
hungry, serve your servants, bring joy to the afflicted, grow in faith,
and be your presence to one another and all who the encounter.

Let us pray.

Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe.

You made the whole earth for your glory; all creation praises you.
We lift our voices to join the songs of heaven and earth

in thanksgiving for the many blessings you have given us.

Renew in us the commitment to use our gifts in the service of others,
and especially of those in need.

Let us be your hands to feed the hungry, shelter the homeless,
clothe the naked, comfort the weary and outcast,

welcome the stranger, care for creation,

and be loving neighbors to all people.

We ask also, O God, that You bless those who go out from here on
our mission trip to Ocean City, Maryland.

Prosper the work of their hands.

Bless those who receive them and the fruits of their labor,

and may those who are sent receive blessing in return.

May the gifts they use and share be signs of your love to all people.
Through this sacred time of service and separation, grow their faith
and draw them closer to You and to one another.

To you, O God, be glory and honor through your Son, Jesus Christ, in
the unity of the Holy Spirit, in your church and in the world, now and
forever.

Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and +F give you peace. Amen.
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SENDING SONG: Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus
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2 Let us suf-fer here with Je - sus, and with pa-tience bear our cross.
3 Let us glad-ly die with Je-sus. Sinceby deathhe con-quered death,
4 Let us al - so live with Je-sus. He has ris-en from the dead
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Faith-ful Lord, with me a - bide; I shall fol - low where you guide.
Je - sus, here I share your woe; help me there your joy to know.
Je - sus, here with you I die, there to live with you on high.
Je - sus, let me faith - ful be; life e - ter - nal grant to me.

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-1681; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, alt.
Music: LASSET UNS MIT JESU ZIEHEN, Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent.
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress

SHARING FOR SERVING: Mission Notices and Birthdays

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Under Christ’s Banner Elizabeth T. Van Woert
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Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following:

Cole Barkley Luke Clawson Karen Ferrari
Berty McMiillen Stephanie Hogan Donna Daugherty
Annastyn Hogan Ed & Mary Sue Hunia Debbie Beahm
Jessica Michael Grigorovich Matthew Wible
Sherill Roberts Ken Nagle Bud Smelscer

Today’s Altar Flowers Today’s Eternal Candle is
are given by Barb Graham presented by
in memory of Harold Graham Marlene Domhoff
on his birthday In memory of Bob Domhoff

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for July: Evans City Public Library
If you would like to support this cause, please mark the “Other” line
on your contribution envelope ECPL.

Featured July Food Cupboard Donation — Toiletries

.’4 2‘ ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

98 (S s a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

Pastor The Rev. Brandon Johns
Organist & Music Director Marlene Domhoff
Sexton Joe Ludwik
Acolyte Elsa Plank
Asst. Minister Teresa O’Malley
Bell Ringer Adam Price
Greeters Robin & Jason Plank
Lector Vic Peffer
Ushers Joe Ludwik & Dean Zinkhann
Nursery Danielle Johns
Tech Support Adam Price

St. Peter’s Upcoming Events:

Wed. July 22 10:00 am Community Quilters
Thurs. July 23 10:00 am Quilters Group
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Welcome to St. Peter’s W
We are thankful that you are here to worship with other Ly
Christians today. In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray = X
that your worship experience will fill you with the grace

and mercy of Almighty God through his Holy Spirit.

Newcomers and Guests

New to St. Peter’s? Please sign the GUEST REGISTER behind the

last pew. You are welcome to commune with us if that is your
practice. A handicapped accessible RESTROOM is located near

the Van Buren Street entrance (through Luther Hall, past the
kitchen, restroom is on the left in the foyer).

Nursery — is staffed by a volunteer and available for children and
caregivers. Exit the rear of the nave and follow the steps to the
basement, the nursery is on the left. The service can be heard
through an intercom in the nursery. There are activity bags in
the back of the sanctuary and children’s bulletins geared for
children ages 5 and up are at the nave entrances.

Peters LCEC

Offering — Thank you for supporting our ministries!
Plates are available at the front and rear of the
nave to receive offering, or you if you prefer, we
have Venmo as an option. If you choose to use
Venmo, please note how you would like the funds
to be designated, like for Current Fund, etc.

Staying in Touch:

Office hours are Monday through Friday from 9 am until noon.
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet:

Church Office: 724.538.5810

Church Email: stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net

Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com

Church Website: www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS:

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133.New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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