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PRELUDE | Need Thee Every Hour Robert Lowry
BELL RINGING
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

In the name of the Father,
and of the * Son,

and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us,
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, | therefore
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of
the Father, and of the  Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN: Rock of Ages, Cleft for Me
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1 Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee;
2 Not the la - bors of my hands can ful - fill thy law’s de - mands;
3 Noth-ing in my hand I bring; sim-ply to thy cross I cling.
4 While I draw this fleet-ing breath, when mine eye - lids close in death,
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let the wa - ter and the blood, from thy riv - en side which flowed,
could my zeal no res - pite know, could my tears for -ev - er  flow,

Na - ked, come to thee for dress; help-less, look to thee for grace;
when 1 soar to worlds un - known, see thee on thy judg-ment throne,
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be of sin the dou-ble cure; cleanse me from its guilt and pow’r.
all for sin could not a-tone; thou must save, and thou a - lone.
foul, I to the foun-tain fly; wash me, Sav - ior, or 1 die.

Rock of A - ges, cleft for me, let me hide my-self in thee.
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Text: Augustus M. Toplady, 1740-1778
Music: TOPLADY, Thomas Hastings, 1784-1872

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.



KYRIE

Refrain
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Ky-ri-e e-lei - son, on our world and on our way.

1 For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
2 That we may live out your im - passioned re - sponse to the
3 For peacein our hearts, . . . for peace in our homes, . . for
4 For your Spir-it to guide; that you cen-ter our lives in the
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hun - gry and the poor; that
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,

we may live out ... .. truth and jus - tice and grace,
life and for love, ... . for our workand our play,
nour-ish our souls ... with your bod-y and blood,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray. O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, we
praise you, the rock of our life. Be our strong foundation and form us
into the body of your Son, that we may gladly minister to all the
world, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

SPECIAL MUSIC Teresa O’'Malley Love in Any Language

CHILDREN'’S MESSAGE



FIRST READING: Isaiah 51:1-6
IListen to me, you that pursue righteousness,
you that seek the LoRD.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn,
and to the quarry from which you were dug.
2Look to Abraham your father and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when | called him,
but | blessed him and made him many.
3For the LorD will comfort Zion;
he will comfort all her waste places,
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
her desert like the garden of the LoRD;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.
4Listen to me, my people, and give heed to me, my nation;
for a teaching will go out from me,
and my justice for a light to the peoples.
>l will bring near my deliverance swiftly,
my salvation has gone out and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me, and for my arm they hope.
bLift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath;
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
the earth will wear out like a garment,
and those who live on it will die like gnats;
but my salvation will be forever,
and my deliverance will never be ended.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!

PSALM 138 (Read Responsively)
I will give thanks to you, O LorD, with my whole heart;
before the gods | will sing your praise.
2] will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your name,
because of your steadfast love and faithfulness;
for you have glorified your name and your word above all things.



3When | called, you answered me;
you increased my strength within me.
4All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O Lorp,
when they have heard the words of your mouth.
>They will sing of the ways of the LoRrbD,
that great is the glory of the LoRD.
®The Lorb is high, yet cares for the lowly,
perceiving the haughty from afar.
'Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe;
you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies;
your right hand shall save me.
8You will make good your purpose for me;
O LoRb, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon
the works of your hands.

SECOND READING: Romans 12:1-8
!l appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of
God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable
to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that
you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and
acceptable and perfect.

3For by the grace given to me | say to everyone among you not to
think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think
with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that
God has assigned. *For as in one body we have many members, and
not all the members have the same function, >so we, who are many,
are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of
another. ®*We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us:
prophecy, in proportion to faith; “ministry, in ministering; the
teacher, in teaching; 8the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in
generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in
cheerfulness.
This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God!



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Matthew 16:13-20
The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 16™ chapter.
Glory to you, O Lord.

13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he
asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?”
4And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, but others Elijah, and
still others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” °He said to them, “But
who do you say that | am?” 6Simon Peter answered, “You are the
Messiah, the Son of the living God.” YAnd Jesus answered him,
“Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! For flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you, but my Father in heaven. And | tell you, you
are Peter, and on this rock | will build my church, and the gates of
Hades will not prevail against it. 1°I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”
20Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was
the Messiah.

This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON



HYMN OF THE DAY: Built on a Rock
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1 Built on a rock the church shall stand, e - ven when stee - ples are
2 Sure - ly, in tem - ples made with hands God the Most High is not
3 Christ builds a house of liv - ingstones: we are his own hab - i-
4 Yet in thishouse, an earth - ly frame, Je - sus the chil - dren is
5 Through all the pass - ing years, O Lord, grant that, when church bells are
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fall - ing; crum-bled have spires in ev - ‘ry land, bells still are
dwell - ing—  high in the heav’'ns his tem - ple stands, all earth-ly
ta -  tion; he fills our hearts, his hum - ble thrones, grant-ing us
bless - ing; hith - er we come to praise his name, faith in our
ring - ing, man - y may come to hear your Word, who here this

chim-ing and call - ing— call - ing the young and old to rest, call-ing the
tem- ples ex-cel - ling. Yet God who dwellsin heav’'n a - bove deigns to a -
life and sal-va - tion.Where two or three will seek his face, he in their
Sav - ior con-fess - ing. Je -sus to us his Spir - it sent, mak-ing with
prom-ise is bring - ing: “l know my own, my own know me; you, not the
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souls of those dis-tressed, long-ing for life ev-er - last - ing.

bide with us in love, mak -ing our bod-ies his tem - ple.

midst will show his grace, bless-ings up - on them be - stow - ing.

us his cov - e - nant, grant-ing his chil-dren the king - dom.

world, my face shall see; my peace | leave with you. A - men.”

Text: Nikolai F. S. Grundtvig, 1783-1872; tr. Carl Doving, 1867-1937, adapt.
Music: KIRKEN DEN ER ET GAMMEL HUS, Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-1887
Text © 1958 Service Book and Hymnal, admin. Augsburg Fortress




APOSTLES CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church,
those in need, and all of God’s creation. A brief silence.

God, our rock, you are the foundation on which the church is built.
Strengthen and encourage your faithful people everywhere they
gather, that they boldly proclaim your word of life to all the world.

The response for each petition is:
Merciful God, receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All
this we ask in the name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.



OFFERING

Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the
plates located near the entrances to the nave.

OFFERTORY SONG: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow
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OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray. (silence) Merciful God, you open wide your hand and
satisfy the need of every living thing. You have set this feast before
us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to embrace it.

Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

DIALOGUE

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right...join their unending hymn)
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
you have brought us this far along the way.

In times of bitterness you did not abandon us,
but guided us into the path of love and light.
In every age you sent prophets
to make known your loving will for all humanity.
The cry of the poor has become your own cry;

our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire.
In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant to preach good
news to the afflicted, to break bread with the outcast and despised,
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin.

In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection,

we await the day when Jesus shall return

to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death.
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen.

Amen.

Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate,

to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup

with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world.
Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen.

Amen.

Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every
age, that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection,

we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son.

Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,

all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Lord taught us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen

12



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Let us join together in the heavenly banquet that has no end.

LAMB OF GOD (sung as the distribution of the sacrament begins)
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
COMMUNION

The Sacrament will be offered with these words:
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you.
Optional responses Amen or Thanks be to God or Renew us, Lord

BLESSING
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Let us pray. God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of
salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your
people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may
proclaim with joy your redeeming love to the world and continue
forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

BENEDICTION
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and +F give you peace. Amen.
13



SENDING SONG: My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less
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On Christ, the sol -id  rock, I stand;all oth-er ground is  sink - ing sand.

Text: Edward Mote, 1797-1874, alt.
Music: MELITA, John B. Dykes, 1823-1876

SHARING FOR SERVING: Mission Notices and Birthdays

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE Exaltation Robert J. Hughes

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for August: Lutheran Campus Ministry
If you would like to support this cause, please mark the “Other” line
on your contribution envelope Campus Ministry.

Featured August Food Cupboard Donation — Paper Products
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Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following:
Cole Barkley Luke Clawson Donna Daugherty
Berty McMiillen Stephanie Hogan Annastyn Hogan

Debbie Beahm Terri Watson Jim Watson
Margaret Clawson Nancy Zattiero Rick Reifenstein
Michael Mashuda Pr. Michael Ware Ken Nagle

Marlene Domhoff The Family of Charles Harbaugh

Today’s Eternal Candle is presented
by Teresa O’Malley
in celebration of the birthdays
4 of her sons John &Timothy Barron

The Altar Flowers are giver ‘ ‘
by Eilene Budisky in 1\ \ g 7
memory of Ken Crider ¢ ./
e

." s‘ ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH

98 (Sgy s a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA).

Pastor The Rev. Brandon Johns
Organist & Music Director Marlene Domhoff
Sexton Joe Ludwik
Acolyte Kate Johns
Asst. Minister Janice Hogan
Bell Ringer Corey Walker
Greeters Amy & Walt Grigorovich
Lector Charlie Flach
Ushers Cindy & Tom Ayres
Nursery Teresa O’'Malley

Tech Support Heidi Beahm

St. Peter’s Upcoming Events:

Mon. Aug. 24 7:00 pm Worship Meeting
Tues. Aug. 25 7:00 pm Dorcas Circle @ church
Wed. Aug. 26 10:00 am Community Quilters
Thurs. Aug. 27 10:00 am Quilters Group

Fri. Aug. 28 6:30 pm Women’s Bunco
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Welcome to St. Peter’s \\V/4

We are thankful that you are here to worship with other }\, ((4

Christians today. In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray
that your worship experience will fill you with the grace
and mercy of Almighty God through his Holy Spirit.

Newcomers and Guests

New to St. Peter’s? Please sign the GUEST REGISTER behind the
last pew. You are welcome to commune with us if that is your
practice. A handicapped accessible RESTROOM is located near
the Van Buren Street entrance (through Luther Hall, past the
kitchen, restroom is on the left in the foyer).

Nursery — is staffed by a volunteer and available for children and
caregivers. Exit the rear of the nave and follow the steps to the
basement, the nursery is on the left. The service can be heard
through an intercom in the nursery. There are activity bags in
the back of the sanctuary and children’s bulletins geared for
children ages 5 and up are at the nave entrances.

Peters LCEC

Offering — Thank you for supporting our ministries!
Plates are available at the front and rear of the
nave to receive offering, or you if you prefer, we
have Venmo as an option. If you choose to use
Venmo, please note how you would like the funds
to be designated, like for Current Fund, etc.

Staying in Touch:

Office hours are Monday through Friday from 9 am until noon.
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet:

Church Office: 724.538.5810

Church Email: stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net

Pastor Email: rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com

Church Website: www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS:

From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133.New Revised
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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