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PRELUDE                    Andante in F          Charles E. Overholt 
 

BELL RINGING 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by 
the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what 
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors 
as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in 
your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 
Amen. 
 
In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, 
and for his sake God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained 
minister of the church of Christ, and by his authority, I therefore 
declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name of 

the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN: All Are Welcome  
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GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

KYRIE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray. O Lord God, enliven and preserve your church with your 
perpetual mercy. Without your help, we mortals will fail; remove far 
from us everything that is harmful, and lead us toward all that gives 
life and salvation, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

SPECIAL MUSIC                     Charlie Flach         You Raise Me Up         
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

FIRST READING: Ezekial 33:7-11 
7So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; 
whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them 
warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall 
surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from 
their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will 
require at your hand. 9But if you warn the wicked to turn from their 
ways, and they do not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in 
their iniquity, but you will have saved your life. 
 10Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel, Thus you have said: 
“Our transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away 
because of them; how then can we live?” 11Say to them, As I live, 
says the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked, but 
that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, turn back 
from your evil ways; for why will you die, O house of Israel? 
This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 
 

 
Reconciliation by Josefina de Vasconcellos 
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PSALM 119:33-40 (Read Responsively) 
      33Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, 

  and I shall keep it to the end. 

 34Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; 

  I shall keep it with all my heart. 

 35Lead me in the path of your commandments, 

  for that is my desire. 

 36Incline my heart to your decrees 

  and not to unjust gain. 

 37Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; 

  give me life in your way. 

 38Fulfill your promise to your servant, 

  which is for those who fear you. 

 39Turn away the reproach that I dread, 

  because your judgments are good. 

 40Behold, I long for your commandments; 

  by your righteousness enliven me.  

SECOND READING:  Romans 13:8-14 
8Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who 
loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall 
not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall not steal; You 
shall not covet”; and any other commandment, are summed up in 
this word, “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to 
a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment 
for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than 
when we became believers; 12the night is far gone, the day is near. 
Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armor of 
light; 13let us live honorably as in the day, not in reveling and 
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in quarreling 
and jealousy. 14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no 
provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.  
 

This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 18:15-20 

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 18th chapter.   

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If another member of the church sins 
against you, go and point out the fault when the two of you are 
alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. 
16But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with 
you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or 
three witnesses. 17If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to 
the church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, 
let such a one be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18Truly I tell 
you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and 
whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19Again, truly I 
tell you, if two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will 
be done for you by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three 
are gathered in my name, I am there among them.” 
 

This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON  
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HYMN OF THE DAY: Where Charity and Love Prevail 

 
 

APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our 
prayers, confident that God hears us.  A brief silence. 

 

Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to 
announce the words you give us. Open us to receive your word in 
unexpected ways.  
 

The response for each petition is:                                                                  
Hear us, O God.  Your mercy is great. 
 

Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, 
and whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
 

OFFERING 

Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the 
plates located near the entrances to the nave.  
 

OFFERTORY SONG: Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
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OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  (silence)  Merciful God, you open wide your hand and 
satisfy the need of every living thing. You have set this feast before 
us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to embrace it. 
Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

DIALOGUE  
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right…join their unending hymn) 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                           
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;  
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,  
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Lord taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Let us join together in the heavenly banquet that has no end. 
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LAMB OF GOD (sung as the distribution of the sacrament begins)   

 
 

COMMUNION 
The Sacrament will be offered with these words:  
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Optional responses Amen or Thanks be to God or Renew us, Lord    
 

BLESSING   
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.   Amen.   
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
Let us pray.  God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of 
salvation you have united us with Christ, making us one with all your 
people. Now send us forth in the power of your Spirit, that we may 
proclaim with joy your redeeming love to the world and continue 
forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.   
 

BENEDICTION             
The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
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SENDING SONG: Built on a Rock  

 
 

SHARING FOR SERVING: Mission Notices and Birthdays 
 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace. Serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE             Postlude March                      Carl Wilhelm Kern 
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Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following: 
    Cole Barkley                     Luke Clawson                  Donna Daugherty  
    Berty McMillen                  Stephanie Hogan            Annastyn Hogan                 
    Debbie Beahm  Nancy Zattiero             Margaret Clawson 
    Rick Reifenstein Gary Miller             Sherill Roberts    
    Mike & Pam M. Donna Weber             Randy Crump 
    Michelle Follett  Patti Grubbs             Ella Jason 
    Chris Sutton Michael Grigorovich      Jessica 
    Linda Nye Tim Scherer              Karen Ferrari    
    The Family of Charles Harbaugh 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

Our Monthly Benevolent Cause for September: 
Passavant Retirement, Zelie 

If you would like to support this cause, please mark the “Other” line 
on your contribution envelope Passavant. 

 

Featured August Food Cupboard Donation – Tissues & Paper Towels 
 

Rally Day – Our kick-off to a new Sunday School year starts on 
Sunday, September 13 at 9:00 am.  We have something for all ages, 
so please plan to be a part of Rally Day.  We will gather all together 
in the picnic shelter that morning. 
 

Immigration Discussion – Sunday, September 13th, after worship, 

Pr. Linda Theophilus from Eastmont Lutheran will be our guest 

speaker.  She has been an advocate for immigrants and frequently 

visits imprisoned immigrants.  She will talk about immigration 

practices before 2014 and compare that with current practices.  
 

Bell Choir Practice begins on September 20th.  Rehearsals will be 
from noon to 1:00 pm after worship on Sunday mornings. 
See Deb Mort if you would like to join the bell choir. 

The Altar Flowers are given 
by Linda & Wes Schmidt 
  in honor of their 29th 
wedding anniversary 

Today’s Eternal Candle is presented  
by Teresa O’Malley 

in love and celebration of Mike's birthday 
& in loving memory of her brother, David 
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ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  

 is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod  

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 
 

ELCA Presiding Bishop The Rev. Yehiel Curry 
SWPA Synod Bishop The Rev. Melissa Stoller  
Pastor     The Rev. Brandon Johns 
Organist & Music Director     Marlene Domhoff  
Sexton Joe Ludwik 
Acolyte Anna Johns 
Asst. Minister Ted Lindgren 
Bell Ringer Joe Ludwik 
Greeters Barb Graham & Christine Johns 
Lector Adam Price 
Ushers Casey & Dan Guerriero 
Nursery Pat Capella  
Tech Support Adam Price 
 

      St. Peter’s Upcoming Events: 
  

Mon. – Friday       4 – 6:00 pm        After School Program 

Wed. Sept. 9                        10:00 am        Community Quilters 
            7:00 pm       Senior Choir 

Thurs. Sept. 10           10:00 am       Quilters Group  
Fri. Sept. 11              8:00 am       Apple Cutting 
Sat. Sept. 12              5:00 am       Apple Butter Making 
 

Apple Dumpling & Apple Butter Orders – Hopefully you have found 
a way to take part in the process of making our delicious apple 

treats, but don’t forget to get an order form if you also want to eat 
or share the finished products!  Apple Fest: Sept. 18th & 19th 

 

Manna Night will be starting back up September 16th at 5:30 pm.  
Children come together for dinner, devotions, games, crafts, and 
service.  The evening is geared toward children grades K-6th and teen 
helpers are enthusiastically welcome!  We also need many 
volunteers in the kitchen and with the various activities, so please 
see Patti Flach or Pastor Johns if you are able to help. 
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Welcome to St. Peter’s  
We are thankful that you are here to worship with other 
Christians today. In the name of Jesus Christ, we pray 
that your worship experience will fill you with the grace 
and mercy of Almighty God through his Holy Spirit. 
 

Newcomers and Guests 
New to St. Peter’s?  Please sign the GUEST REGISTER behind the 
last pew. You are welcome to commune with us if that is your 
practice. A handicapped accessible RESTROOM is located near 
the Van Buren Street entrance (through Luther Hall, past the 
kitchen, restroom is on the left in the foyer).   
 

Nursery – is staffed by a volunteer and available for children and 
caregivers. Exit the rear of the nave and follow the steps to the 
basement, the nursery is on the left. The service can be heard 
through an intercom in the nursery. There are activity bags in 
the back of the sanctuary and children’s bulletins geared for 
children ages 5 and up are at the nave entrances.    
 

Offering – Thank you for supporting our ministries!  
Plates are available at the front and rear of the 
nave to receive offering, or you if you prefer, we 
have Venmo as an option. If you choose to use 
Venmo, please note how you would like the funds 
to be designated, like for Current Fund, etc.  
 

Staying in Touch: 
Office hours are Monday through Friday from 9 am until noon.  
Please feel free to contact us by phone or internet: 
Church Office:  724.538.5810 
Church Email:  stpeterslcec@zoominternet.net 
Pastor Email:  rev.brandonjohns@gmail.com  
Church Website:  www.stpeterslutheranevanscity.org 
 

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133.New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of  
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
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