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PRELUDE                         Beloved of the Lord                   Walter R. Clarke  
 

BELL RINGING 
 

GATHERING LITURGY 
 

We bless you, God of seed and harvest, as you have richly blessed us. 
Bring to harvest the seed of your Word sown in us, that the beauty 
of this world, and the love that created it, might be expressed 
though our lives as a blessing to others, now and always. Amen. 
 

We see signs of summer's passing in golden leaves, 
shortening days, misty mornings, autumn glow. 
We sense its passing in rain that dampens, 
winds that chill, harvest's bounty gathered in before the snow. 
Yet, God promised through Noah to all Creation, “As long as the 
earth endures, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and 
winter, day and night will never cease.” 
 

For summer's passing and harvest home, 
We thank you, O God. 
 

For seed that has fallen and the promise of spring, 
We thank you, O God. 
 

Together, let us confess and pray. 
 

God our Creator, forgive our moments of ingratitude, the spiritual 
blindness that prevents us from appreciating the wonder that is 
this world, the cycles of nature, of life and death and rebirth. 
Forgive us for taking without giving, reaping without sowing. 
Open our eyes to see, our lips to praise, and our hands to share. 
Help our feet walk humbly on the path we tread and make our 
footsteps be worthy of following by virtue of them leading to you. 
 

Hear the good news:   
We are children of God and heirs of God’s promises through the 

outpouring of the Holy Spirit. In ☩ Jesus we are forgiven and 
redeemed. Sing with joy, for all the ends of the earth shall know the 
salvation of God.  Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN: Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 

 



 4 

GREETING 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
 

HYMN OF PRAYER 

 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Let us pray.  Lord of the feast, you have prepared a table before all 
peoples and poured out your life with abundance. Call us again to 
your banquet. Strengthen us by what is honorable, just, and pure, 
and transform us into a people of righteousness and peace, through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL CHOIR        It’s Good to Give Thanks       Leatherman 
 

CHILDRENS MESSAGE 
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FIRST READING: Isaiah 25:1-9 

 1O Lord, you are my God; 
  I will exalt you, I will praise your name; 
 for you have done wonderful things, 
  plans formed of old, faithful and sure. 
 2For you have made the city a heap, 
  the fortified city a ruin; 
 the palace of aliens is a city no more, 
  it will never be rebuilt. 
 3Therefore strong peoples will glorify you; 
  cities of ruthless nations will fear you. 
 4For you have been a refuge to the poor, 
  a refuge to the needy in their distress, 
  a shelter from the rainstorm and a shade from the heat. 
 When the blast of the ruthless was like a winter rainstorm, 
  5the noise of aliens like heat in a dry place, 
 you subdued the heat with the shade of clouds; 
  the song of the ruthless was stilled. 
 

 6On this mountain the Lord of hosts will make for all peoples 
  a feast of rich food, a feast of well-aged wines, 
  of rich food filled with marrow, of well-aged wines  
           strained clear. 
 

    7And he will destroy on this mountain 
  the shroud that is cast over all peoples, 
  the sheet that is spread over all nations; 
  8he will swallow up death forever. 
 Then the Lord God will wipe away the tears from all faces, 
  and the disgrace of his people he will take away from all  
           the earth, for the Lord has spoken. 
  9It will be said on that day, 
  Lo, this is our God; we have waited for him,  
           so that he might save us. 
  This is the Lord for whom we have waited; 
  let us be glad and rejoice in his salvation. 
This is the Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God! 
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PSALM 23 (Read Responsively) 
1The LORD is my shepherd; 

  I shall not be in want. 
2The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 

  and leads me beside still waters. 
3You restore my soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 
4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,  

        I shall fear no evil; for you are with me;  

        your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
5You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of  

        my life, and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  
 

SECOND READING: Philippians 4:1-9, 12-13 
1My brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and 

crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved. 
    2I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to be of the same mind in the 

Lord. 3Yes, and I ask you also, my loyal companion, help these 

women, for they have struggled beside me in the work of the gospel, 

together with Clement and the rest of my co-workers, whose names 

are in the book of life. 

 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your 

gentleness be known to everyone. The Lord is near. 6Do not worry 

about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 

thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the 

peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your 

hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
      8Finally, beloved, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, 

whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is 

commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything 

worthy of praise, think about these things. 9Keep on doing the things 
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that you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, and 

the God of peace will be with you.  

    12I know what it is to have little, and I know what it is to have 

plenty. In any and all circumstances I have learned the secret of 

being well-fed and of going hungry, of having plenty and of being in 

need. 13I can do all things through him who strengthens me. 

This is the Word of the Lord.   Thanks be to God! 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 22:1-14 

The holy gospel according to Matthew, the 22nd chapter.   

Glory to you, O Lord. 
1Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: 2“The kingdom 
of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a wedding banquet 
for his son. 3He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to 
the wedding banquet, but they would not come. 4Again he sent 
other slaves, saying, ‘Tell those who have been invited: Look, I have 
prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been 
slaughtered, and everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.’ 
5But they made light of it and went away, one to his farm, another to 
his business, 6while the rest seized his slaves, mistreated them, and 
killed them. 7The king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed 
those murderers, and burned their city. 8Then he said to his slaves, 
‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. 9Go 
therefore into the main streets, and invite everyone you find to the 
wedding banquet.’ 10Those slaves went out into the streets and 
gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding 
hall was filled with guests. 
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 11“But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man 
there who was not wearing a wedding robe, 12and he said to him, 
‘Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?’ And he 
was speechless. 13Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him 
hand and foot, and throw him into the outer darkness, where there 
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14For many are called, but 
few are chosen.” 
This is the Holy Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON  
 

HYMN OF THE DAY: O God, Whose Word Well-Planted 
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APOSTLES CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the virgin Mary,  
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Seeking the Spirit of God who makes all things new, we pray for the 
church and the world.  A brief silence. 
 

Holy God, we remember your promise of unity on your holy 
mountain. Empower the World Council of Churches and all those 
working across religious difference, that the world may know your 
undivided love. 
 

The response for each petition is:  
Hear us, O God, your mercy is great. 
 

Trusting in your boundless grace, O God, we lift up these spoken 
prayers and those in our hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 
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OFFERING  
Our offerings are made processionally, which means dropped into the 
plates located near the entrances to the nave.  
 

OFFERTORY SONG: Accept, O Lord, the Gifts We Bring 

 
 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
Let us pray.  (silence)  Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion 
of what you have given to us.  Turn us to set our hope not on the 
uncertainty of riches, but on you, who richly provides for us. 
Multiply what we have gathered to bless all who are suffering and 
in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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DIALOGUE  

 
 

THE PROPER PREFACE (It is indeed right…join their unending hymn) 
 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY                                                                           
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE  
Holy God, our Bread of Life, our Host, our Sustenance,  
you created a world in which all might be satisfied  
by your abundance. 
You dined with Abraham and Sarah, promising them life, 
and fed your people Israel with manna from heaven. 
You sent your Son to eat with sinners and to be food for the world. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Remembering, therefore, his life given for us and his rising from the 
grave, we await his coming again to share with us the everlasting 
feast.  By your Spirit nurture and sustain us with this meal: 
strengthen us to serve all in hunger and want, and by this bread  
and cup make of us the body of your Son.  Through him all glory and 
honor are yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy 
Church, both now and forever.  Amen. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as our Lord taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 
 

LAMB OF GOD (sung as the distribution of the sacrament begins)   

 
 

The Sacrament will be offered with these words:  
The body of Christ, given for you. And The blood of Christ, shed for you. 

Optional responses Amen or Thanks be to God or Renew us, Lord    
 

BLESSING   
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.   Amen.   
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION  
Let us pray. O God, through this meal you have strengthened us 

and appointed us to be your servants.  Send us to do good and to 
share our possessions with all in need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 

The Lord bless you and keep you.  
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.  Amen. 
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SENDING SONG: As Saints of Old  

 
 

SHARING FOR SERVING: Birthdays and Mission Notices 
 

DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Serve the Lord. Thanks be to God!  
 

POSTLUDE                   Come With Rejoicing                      R.S. Morrison 
 

 
 
 
                                                  

The Altar Flowers are given 
by Staci & Michael Bettencourt 

in honor of their  
10th Wedding Anniversary 

Today’s Eternal Candle 
is presented 

by Luann & Perry Brosius 
in honor of October birthdays 

for Ava, Mark, and Paul. 
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Prayers Have Been Requested Recently for the Following: 
    Cole Barkley                     Luke Clawson                  Donna Daugherty  
    Berty McMillen                  Stephanie Hogan            Annastyn Hogan                 
    Debbie Beahm  Michael Grigorovich      Nancy Zattiero              
    Rick Reifenstein Karen Ferrari                Levi Budisky  
    Tim Scherer                        Dick Marburger             Malala Allen  
    Lee Saracki Sue Goehring             Steve Brittner 
    Bob Rengers Mary Lynne Lorch          Robin VanDyke 
    Rita Reifenstein The Family of Dr. Marshall White 

 

Our Benevolent Cause for October: Lutheran Service Society  
If you would like to support this cause, please mark the “Other” line on 
your contribution envelope LSS. 
 

Pumpkinfest – Come out for our 10th annual Pumpkinfest THIS Saturday, 
beginning at 5:30 pm.  Support our After School Program and be a part 
of the event that will carve a smile right onto your (pumpkin’s) face! 
 

Blood Drive – Our 4th annual Elisa Walker Memorial Blood Drive is on 
Monday, October 26th from 2-7pm.  If you need help signing up  
to donate, please let Pastor know.  Also, if you would like to be part of 
the hospitality team, welcoming people to our church and/or providing 
cookies for donors, please let Pastor know that as well. 
 

      St. Peter’s Upcoming Events: 

Mon. – Friday           4 – 6:00 pm       After School Program 

Mon. Oct. 12    10:00 am Helen’s Helpers 

Tues. Oct. 13     7:00 pm Council Meeting 

Wed. Oct. 14   10:00 am Community Sewers 

                                         12:00 pm Lunch Bunch 

                    5:30 pm Manna Night 

      7:00 pm Cantata Choir Practice 

      8:00 pm Senior Choir Practice 

Thurs. Oct. 15   10:00 am  Quilters Group 

                                           7:00 pm          Bible Study 

Sat. Oct. 17                  5:30 pm          Pumpkinfest 
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ST. PETER’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH   

is a congregation of the Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod  

of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). 
 

Pastor  The Rev. Brandon Johns 
Organist & Music Director     Marlene Domhoff  
Sexton Joe Ludwik 
Acolyte Penelope Erin  
Asst. Minister Janice Hogan 
Bell Ringer Adam Price  
Greeters Cindy & Tom Ayres 
Lector Ted Lindgren  
Ushers Jenn & Dan Erin 
Nursery Emily Taylor 
Tech Support Heidi Beahm 
 
 

Welcome to St. Peter’s  
We are thankful that you are here to worship with other 
Christians today.  You are welcome to commune with us 
if that is your practice.  A handicapped accessible 
restroom is located near the Van Buren Street entrance 
(through Luther Hall & restroom is on the left in the 
foyer).  Nursery is staffed by a volunteer and available for children 
and caregivers. Exit the rear of the nave and follow the steps to the 
basement, the nursery is on the left. 
 

Offering – Thank you for supporting our ministries!  
Plates are available at the front and rear of the 
nave to receive offering, or you if you prefer, we 
have Venmo as an option. If you choose to use 
Venmo, please note how you would like the funds 
to be designated, like for Current Fund, etc.  
 

 

RECOGNITION OF ARTISTS: 
From Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #24133.New Revised 
Standard Version Bible, copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of  
the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  
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